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IN THE TABLOID 

BLAIR’S NEW 
PARTY 



IN THE TABLOID 

THE LOST 
SECRET OF DI’S 
LAWYER 



Now the 
mould is 
breaking 



Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Ibny Blair took a historic step to a new, 
consensual style of British politics 
yesterday, inviting Paddy Ashdown 
and other Liberal Democrats to join 
him on a special Cabinet committee. 
Heralded by a leading historian as 


John Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, or Gordon Brown, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, would want 
to serve. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
helped to create a joint constitutional 
platform with the Liberal Democrats’ 
Robert Madennan before the. election, 
and that programme will form an ini- 





“big time”, the. decision could help the ‘ tial agenda for the new committee. 
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drive to proportional representation for 
Commons elections, which some senior 
politicians believe could crack a brit- 
tle Conservative Party. 

One well-placed source told The In- 
dependent the innovation could form 
a chapter of its own in a future histo- 
ry on “The Strange Death of Conser- 
vative Britain”. 

While the new consultative Cabinet 


r . ^ h 4fe committee falls short of coalition or 

.’.I'.-f “ \f "■ j.;} :4- pact, it will give the Liberal Democrats 
■ / -'iTr' a unique chance to make a fo rmal, 

•K .. v "y. ■ ■; ;.v ^ closed-door contribution to legislation 
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a unique chance to make a formal, 
closed-door contribution to legislation 
across a broad range ofpoticy: ft is the 
more significant because Mr Blair has 
a Commons majority of 180. 

Diehard traditionalists in both par- 
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j The Government faced Its first 
f serious backbench rebellion 
i last night when Ron Davies, . 

1 the Secretary of State for 
l Wales, introduced Ihe White 
‘ Paper on Welsh devolution. 

■ The proposals would lead 
I to an assembly with no 
•; tax-raising powers. 

| Anger at broken pledge, 
j page 6 

ties were last night hostile to the 
. move, but Mr Ashdown said it could 
* contribute towards a more “rational, 
mature and civilised style of politics. .. 
the real beginning of a different style 
from which we all benefit". 

The decision ends a process of dis- 
cussion that has been going on since 
before the election. It was rased by the 
Prime Minister at his firet Cabinet 
. meeting in May and discussions have 
been taking place between Mr Blair 
and Mr Ashdown ever since, inchid- 
‘;|ng talks en route from the Hong Kong 
handover. 

1 The fact that the secret was kept says 
much for ihe trust that exists between 
.the two leaders. Mr Blair will chair the 
^committee and there will be a “heavy- 
weight” membership, though there 
(ras uncertainty 1 ast night as to whether 


Peter Mandelson, Minister without 
Portfolio and Mr Blair’s most trusted 
Whitehall leg-man, is also expected to 
be a member. 

In a book he co-authored last year. 
The Blair Revolution, Mr Mandelson 
wrote: *A government with its sights on 
the long-term needs to have the broad- 
est possible political base from which 
to obtain consent for change that 
will last, to overcome short-run un- 
popularity, and to govern in the na- 
tional interest.” That meant a lot of 
“hard thought” about relations with the 
liberal Democrats. 

Peter Hennessy, Professor of His- 
tory at London University and an ex- 
pert on Cabinet government, said 
last night: “This is big time. It is very 
significant The creation of a Cabinet 
committee gives the relationship sta- 
tus and formality, and puts them on 
the inside track.” It also snggesteda 
more open, less command-control, 
leadership. 

While Opposition leaders have been 

invited to attend Cabinet committees 
in the past subjects for discussion have 
always been specific, as when Churchill 
and some senior Tbries were invited by 
Attlee to attend a Cabinet committee 
on defence in 1949. 

The form and style of the new com- 
mittee is unprecedented in British 
politics. 

Although his office said last night 
that it was veiy much Mr Blair’s own 
idea, it marks a personal triumph for 
Mr Ashdown, who has always sought 
a more consensual style. 

But as he said yesterday, the two par- 
ties would maintain their detract iden- 
tities. Mr Ashdown pointed out 
that Malcolm Bruce, the liberal De- 
mocrats’ Treasury spokesman, had 
been attending a select committee 
hearing yesterday, in which he was re- 
peating his attack on spending cuts. 

lb underline that message, Mr ; 
Bruce's office later issued a series of j 
Commons replies showing that real 
terms health spending would be 
£66,595m between 1997-99 under 
Labour, compared with £66^596m 
under Kenneth Clarice's plans - a 
cut of £lxa. 

Andrew Marr, page 15 



Memorial: The Princess of Wales, Elton John and (right) his partner, David Furnish, at the service for Versace in Milan yesterday Photographs: Luca Bruno/AP 

No safety pins: just lace and tears 



Family prayers: Gianni Versace's sister, 
Dooatella, in the Duomo yesterday 


For the few, genuine friends of 
Gianni Versace, it was a mo- 
ment of profound emotion 
played out as discreetly as pos- 
sible away from the hordes of 
photographers and television 
crews. 

For the hordes of invitees 
wbo flocked to the Duomo in 
the centre of Milan for yester- 
day's memorial service, not to 
mention the crowds of by- 
standers who pressed against 
the security fences in eager an- 
ticipation, it looked like just an- 
other fashion show, a great 
excuse for celebrity-spotting 
under a blazing Italian sun. 

Was it true that Madonna had 
booked a room at the Four Sea- 
sons next to Princess Diana? 
~Was Tina Turner really going to 
start jamming with Sting and El- 
ton John? And - the most 
pressing question a fall- what 
was everybody going to wear? 

It was bard lo tell if Milan, 
capital of Italian style, was in 
mourning or bad merely trans- 
formed itself into a ©ant film seL 
The “dose friends" invited to the 
service in the Duomo - around 
400, all told, most of them fash- 
ion industry contacts rather than 
personal acquaintances - re- 
ceived hastily-printed invitations 
with numbers scrawled on the 
back and finely caltigraphed 
writing on the envelope, just as 
they might to a last-minute Mar- 


by Andrew Gumbel 


sace show. Every arrangement, 
from the guest list to the de- 
signer-studded dinner arranged 
at the Via del Gesu, was kept a 
mystery until the last minute. 

No doubt, security was the 
main concern, but it gave the 
whole day an air of surreal im- 
provisation - rather like the 
artistic genie that drove Gian- 
ni Versace himself as he flirted 
on the very borders of bad 
taste with his spring and autumn 
collections. 

The genuine mourners 
looked for once as though star- 
dom wasa burden they could do 
without Naomi Campbell, the 
lithe frame on whom Versace 
hung his creations at show af- 
ter show, could barely walk 
from her car to the family man- 
sion. Once inside, she was shep- 
herded away by Satuo and 
Donatella. Gianni's brother 
and sister, and did not re- 
emerge until it was time to head 
for the Duomo. 

Elton John, accompanied by 
his companion. David Furnish, 
stood for a full 15 minutes in 
front of the altar set up for his 
murdered friend before break- 
ing down. He was later com- 
forted in the cathedral tty 
Diana. Princess of Wales, when 


he again broke down in tears. 

Away from the autograph 
hunters, the paparazzi, the se- 
curity guards, the public rela- 
tions minders, the police and the 
simply curious, the room where 
Gianni Versace’s ashes were 
on display was a real haven of 
peace. The golden box con- 
taining the ashes was displayed 
on a lace cover along with a gold- 
en crucifix and a copy of Ver- 
sace's book. Do Not Disturb, 
featuring Helmut Newion’s fa- 
mous black-and-white photo- 
graph of the designer on the 
cover. 

Outside, the gossip was all 
centred on the obvious - the 
clothes. Naomi Campbell had 


been wearing a simple black 
dress; Princess Diana, who flew 
in on Elton John’s plane from 
Cannes, was in a knee -length 
dark suit and pearls. But this 
was not an occasion for flashi- 
ness, and anyone hoping for a 
reprise of Liz Hurley's infamous 
safety pin dress were to be dis- 
appointed. 

The memorial service, 
presided by the dean of Milan's 
Duomo. Angelo Maio, at- 
tempted to bring home the re- 
ligious significance of Gianni 
Versace's violent death. But 
with the crowds surging at the 
doors, and the congregation 
stuffed with the most unlikely 
of church-goers, it was only a 
brief moment of reflection be- 
fore the cameras started rolling 
and the flashes stinted popping 
all over again. 


^Unionists set to reject Isaacs gets long run for 
terms for peace talks his money at the opera 
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David McKittrick 

- Ireland Correspondent 

CoUn Brown 

\ Chief Political Corr espondent 

•- . ... — — 1 

U Amid signs of divided opinions 
. - within the Protestant popula- 
r -Son, the three main Unionist 
: V parties arc today expected to re- 
■ - pet the terms for wide-ranging 
" ~ 'talks laid down by the British 
" • ind Irish governments. 

. it's It became clear yesterday in 
' [. I brief, ten-minute telephone 

' Sail from Mr Blair to David 
fnmhfc, the Ulster Ltaomsf 
<: eadcr, in Belfast that the Ul- 
' • ilier Unionists would vote down 
:■■■ jie plans but they would not 
y.^alk away from the peace 

srocess. ’ 

Mr THmble said: “The fact 
j' ; Ttal we had a difficulty and not 
thathc target date is no excuse 
J l or people to walk away from 

in marked contrast 


to Ian Paisley, leader of the 
hard-line Democratic Unionist 
Party, who emerged from a 
meeting with Mr Blair at Down- 
ing Street declaring the peace 
document “dead” and accusing 
the Government of an “Iscari- 
ot act of betrayaT over its plans 
for disarming the IRA 

Although the result will be 
seen as a setback for the peace 
process, the Government yes- 
terday made dear its determi- 
nation that negotiations on 
Northern Ireland’s future 
should nonetheless open as 
scheduled on 15 September. 

The exact format of those 
talks is not however clear. Re- 
jection of the two governments’ 
joint position on de-commis- 
sioning will pose important 
technical and philosophical 
questions in that the multi-par- 
ty talks, as presently structured, 
are supposed to rely on “suffi- 
cient consensus” within both 


communities to proceed. Since 
the three reactionist parties led 
bv Mr Trimble. Mr JF^ixIey arid 
Robert McCartney together 
won S9 per cent of the Union-, 
ist vote in last year’s pre-talks 
elections, there wiO dearly be 
no basis for arguing that there 
is Unionist agreement for any- 
thing the present talks come up 
with. 

This means that the Gov- 
ernment will have to come up 
with a new formula for talks in 
readinessfor the 15 September 
starting date. In doing so it will 
be mindful of indications that 
the state of Protestant opinion 
may not be accurately reflect- 
ed in the electoral arithmetic. 

Mr Paisley’s withdrawal was 
attacked by David Errine, of the 
Progressive Unionist party, 
which has paramihlary associ- 
ations. He exclaimed; ‘These 
people are running away when 
they’re most needed.” 


David Later 

Arts News.Edftpr 

Sir Jeremy Isaacs, who left his 
post as general, director of the 
Royal Opera House in January, : 
is still being paid his £120,000 a 
year salary out of public funds. 

A monthly salary cheque of 
around £11^000 will continue to 
be paid to Sir Jeremy until Sep- 
tember under the terms of his 



In receipt: Sir Jeremy Isaacs 


contract with the opera house. 

The payments to Sir Jeremy 
are certain to be raised tomor- 
row by MPs when they quiz him 
: .at a select committee investi- 
' gating' the Rote! Opera House 

Ironically, Sir Jerem/s suc- 
cessor Genista McIntosh, who 
departed In May due to ill health, 
after five months in the post, is . 
being paid her salary for her 
three-month notice period. So 
a . ibe. Royal Opera House is paying 
’ two beads of the institution, 
neither of whom is in post. 

To add to the irony. Maiy 
AUea, who was appointed to rake 
over from Ms McIntosh as chief 
executive in Jnne, is not being 
. paid anything. She has been ad- 
vised by Lord Cbadlington, 

_ chairman of the opera house 

■ board, not to start drawing salaiy 

. until September as a suitable gap 

■ had to.pass between her starting • 
at the opera house and'leaving 
her position as secretary gpner- 


aiof the Arts GounriL which gave 
the opera house £78m of Nat- 
ional Lottery money. 

Since January Sir Jeremy 
has formed his own television 
production company and has 
been employed by Ted Tbrner. 
the American television mil- 
lionaire, to make a series on the 

Cold Wit. Mr Turner has also 
paid Sir Jeremy a fee for his 
work, also understood to be well 
over £100,000. 

AS Royal Opera House con- 
tracts have now been changed 
by Lord Chadlington so that no 
one can again receive salary 
nearly nine months after they 
have left. Sir Jeremy’s was the 
last of the fixed term contracts. 

Sir Jeremy said last night: “1 
had a contract until the end of 
September and it is being paid 
out. If you pay a chap out and 
bring someone else in then 
there’s bound to be an owrbp." 

Leading article, page 13 



ROLEX 

ef Gonna 

The seamless Oyster shell of a Rolex chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of stainless steel, 
18ct- gold or platinum. Within it lie# a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starring at £1,400,* the Oyster you 
always promised yourself is available from the 
Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 
Not, we might add, from the Food Hall. 
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Doctors backed 

Doctors were right fo deny a fiver 
transplant to a girl of J5 who had 
taken the drug ecstasy, a judge 
ruled. Her relatives said the decision 
was moral, not medkaL Pag® 3 
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Treacherous waters kill six 
as sun tempts bathers 


Six people, four of them children, have drowned after being 
tempted into treacherous waters by Britain's outbreak of sunny 
weather, police said yesterday. 

Safety officials are issuing urgent warnin gs that no martor how 
tempting rivers and streams may appear, water temperatures can be 
very tow and paddling and sw imming are “just not worth the risk". 

Victims of the succession of. tragedies nationwide i nefa ffed two 
girls having an eighth-birthday riverside party. The bodies of 
Qiarlea Fox and ner best friend Jasmine Neville, also eight, were 
found by police divers on Monday night, three hours after they were 
last seen playing on the banks of the River Wharfe in Otiey, Leeds. 
It was the same river where Russell Hardaoe, 31, from Bradford, 
drowned the day before a few miles upstream. Mr Hardaoe, who 
had two children, died after diving into die water to cool off. It ak n 
emerged yesterd ay tha t Charles Moke, the seven-year-old son of 
Giles Rooke, a Crown Court judge from Bridge, near Canterbury, 
bad drowned in a neighbour’s swimming pool. J ohn Marnmialil 14 , 
from Glasgow, also died on Monday after getting into diffimihV* in 
the River Leven in Balloch, Scotland. Colin Clare, 24, of Little 
Ed dies ton, Drumoak, also drowned - in the River Dee near 
Banchory, Scotland, on Monday-night while swimming with friends. 


Baby critical after canal crash 


A six-month-old baby was in hospital yesterday with head injuries 
after his mother drove her car into a canal to avoid a head-on 
crash. Police said the baby boy was in a “stable” condition at 
Leicester Royal Infirmary after the blue Ford Escort skidded 
through metal barriers into water four-foot deep, near a canal 
■bridge in Leicester yesterday. 

The Escort swerved on to the pavement when the driver tried to 
avoid a head-on collision with a car which was on the wrong side of 
the road travelling in the opposite direction. Sergeant Mark Barley, 
of Leicester traffic police, said: “The Escort was carrying a mother 
and her two children and a friend and her two children ... the baby 


boy was detained [In hospital] with critical head injuries." The other 
car involved failed to stop and police were appealing for witnesses. 

Monster movie makes millions 
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The Lost World has soared 
str aigh t to the top of the UK 
box office chart after a hugely 
successful opening - but it has 
not beaten last summer’s epic 
Independence Day. 

Despite being hampered by a 
parental guidance certificate, 
which states some scenes may be 
unsuitable for children under 
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eight, Steven Spielberg’-s £48m 
sequel to Jurassic Park scooped 
a £5.66m opening weekend 
gross. Independence Day, which 
also starred Jeff Goldblum, took 
about £7m in its first three days 
on release last AngusL The Lost 
World sold out many cinemas across Britain and has snapped up 
73 per cent of business for the weekend. Jurassic Park opened in 1993 
with a gross of £4-87m and went on to earn £562m worldwide. 


Men held over curry-delivery killing 


Six men were arrested yesterday by detectives investigating the 
killing of a man stabbed to death on 21 May as he delivered a curry 
outside the Solicitor General's home in north London. 

The arrests came after searches of two properties in east London 
and Birmingham, All .the arrests were made in east London. Abdul 
Ssniaii 25,- died from stab wounds after apparently being lured to a 
street in Islington, north London, by a bogus curry order from a 
public telephone box. The six men, aged between 25 and 40, were 
arrested on suspicion of murder and were being questioned at two 
north London police stations. - - 


Boy, 4, saves grandmother’s life 

A grandmother yesterday told how her four-year-old grandson saved 
her life by climbing 20 feet up a steep cliff to get help after a car 
they were travelling in on holiday plunged off the side of a road. 

Lyn Maloney, 50, was driving Ryan Woods from the beach back to 
the villa their family had rented in Portugal, when an insect flew in 
and distracted her. The car swerved off the narrow mountain road 
and plunged 20 feet down a cliff before its slide was halted by a bush. 
The vehicle was balanced almost upside down, with the ground 25 
feet below, and the engine still running. Mrs Maloney did not want to 
move in case she toppled the vehicle over, so asked Ryan to carefully 
climb into the front where he switched off the ignition. He then 
scrambled out of the car and fought his way through thick brambles 
to the top to bring help. Mrs Maloney said : “He’s a little hero.” 



CHILD SUPPORT 

Agency under fire for errors 
in maintenance payments 

maintenance payments £ 1 , 000 , the 

In one in six cases the error was tor more ™ nao 

in its annual report, however, that 87 perc»t of 

JSSSK. tote! 

for the child within 10 days of re< **£; . , 005.97 amounted to 

Tiusre was also “a material lewsl of error m the amounts 1 n 
»^SXe 4 Sw absent parents, amomUmg to 

in overstatements and £91m m ils ^ years had 

£?d He also warned lof ■ 

cuts m the miming of the social security system. Glenda Cooper 


PSYCHOLOGY 

Traits that colour car -buyers 1 choice 
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The colour that people choose for their car can provide a 

insight into the owner’s personality, according to new 

^Aidedby psychologist Donna Dawson, the car-fleet management 
company Plan came np with the following conclusions: 
buyers who choose the colour red are likely to be aggressive, 
vivacious and passionate -the colour; represents energy, strength, 
vigour and sexual excitement; blue is chosen by conservative,^ 
cautions deliberate owners who are likely to be conscientious 
workers; green is the choice of good citizens who are loyal and 
frank with a balanced personality, while purple is preferred fry 
individualistic people who are quick-witted, vain and refined, 
'fellow has an intelligent and aloof image, and is favoured by 
owners who tend to be idealistic, imaginative and AieUed by 
nervous energy Black is passive, but sophisticated and dignified - 
a colour also sought by the statns-consdous; silver indicates 
d ri ve r s who are calm and self-contained as weD as sober and 
dedicated; gold is chosen by extroverts who tore luxury and tend to 
be intnitive; maroon is for the passionate and disciplined, and 
white is for extroverts who are status-seeking. 
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cashing in on longer hours 


Vincent Hanna 
dies of heart 
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attack, aged 57 

Vincent Hanna, the radio and 
television presenter, died in a 
Belfast hospital yesterday after 
suffering a massive heart attack on 
Monday night 

By a tragic coincidence Mr 
Hanna’s father-in-law Lord Frit, 
former leader of the SDLP, suffered 
chest pains while visiting Mr Hanna 
in Belfast's Royal Victoria Hospital 
and was admitted to the same unit 
with a suspected heart attack. Lord 
Fttt was yesterday described as 
“comfortable". 

Mr Hanna, 57, (pictured) was in 
Belfast to present Radio Ulster’s 
Talkback programme for the 
summer. 

In an Interview with the Irish 
News fast Saturday, Mr Hanna 
denied that he was a workaholic, 
but friends said he had pursued a 
punishing work schedule in the 
run-up to foe general election. 

As weU as being the BBC’s best 
known television by-election 
presenter, Mr Hanna co-presented 
Channel 4’s A Week in Politics. He 
also travelled to Manchester each 
week to present Radio 4’s 



MedJumwave while also presenting 
Radio Five Live's After Hours 
discussion programme that runs 
from midnight to 2am. 

On top of his freelance contracts 
with the BBC and Channel 4, Mr 
Hanna wrote a sports column for 
the Guardian and worked as a 
consultant to Leeds and 
Birmingham local councils. 

He told the Irish News: "A 
workaholic is someone who’s 
compelled to work ... I love what I 
do and if I cease to like it then I’d 
stop it I don't have to work." 

He is survived by his wife Joan 
and two daughters, EmJly-Bfeabeth, 
21, and Sinead Eileen, 16. 

Paul McCann 


Obituary, page Ti 


Hopkins and 
Foster set far 
‘Lan 


s’ sequel 

Sir Anthony Hopkins and Jodie 
Foster are set to repeal their 
Oscar-winning roles in a sequel to 
7776 Silence of the Lambs -when 
such a thing is finally written. 

Hopkins has said he would not 
play the cannibalistic killer 
Hannibal Lector again because the 
role was too emotionally draining 
to repeat But he has had a change 

of heart and Foster said yesterday 

she would also return as the FBI \ 
agent she played in the picture. 

The author Thomas Harris, who 
is working on a follow-up to his 
novel, has not yet indicated when 
he will complete ft ■ 

. Foster revealed that her 
performance was based on a 
genuine fear of her British co-star. 
“He was never fully introduced to 
me.” she said of their first script 
reading. “He scared me to death. I 
couldn’t realty have a conversation 
with him again." 

The two have become firm 
friends since, and Foster added: 
“For the nicest guy in the world, 
it’s amazing he could find drat 
derhon In himself. 0 

. David Lister 


lie pub opening hours have proved popular with consumers 

and have not led to rowdier behaviour by drinkers, according to a 
survey published today by Camra, the Campaign for Real Ale. 

The survey, released on the ninth anniversary of the reform of 
the licensing laws, shows that 57 per cent of pubs now open all day 
during the week. On Saturdays, 73 per cent offer all-day drinking, 
while 57 per cent stay open on Sunday afternoons. 

Stephen Cox, head of campaigns at Camra, said: “Flexible 
opening has met a real consumer need and helped allow licensees 
to meet public demand. Every pub has not been forced lo open, l! 
is hard to credit now the dire warnings of disaster that were made 
before each reform of pub hours. The message is clear - drinkers 
and publicans can be trusted with freedom to open.” 

Kathy Maries 


LAW AND ORDER 


Putting the case for probation 


Probation officers should regularly monitor their own effectiveness 
to boost -their case for more government funding, the Chief 
Inspector of Probation urged in his annual report yesterday. 

Graham Smith said probation services were generally more 
efficient and unit costs had been reduced, with more work carried 
out by fewer staff The report concluded: “Research confirms that 
at its best probation service programmes do reduce offending, 
protect the public and rehabilitate offenders. They can achieve this 
whilst also being economic.” But it also warned: “A nervous public 
and political and administrative overseers need more than brave 
words. They need evidence of effectiveness and, in this respect, the 
probation service could be more proactive.” 

Patricia Wynn Davies 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
file raw material for UK newspapers 
in foe first half of 1996 


if 





. a- 
•. «*.' 


ir?+/ 




Upgrade the power of your wallet 


KU DUKEKSIQtP 1 


HTC PHOTO* PWMljBI; 

MttX* raBTOUJW v- fji 

■ 3SB 


s¥j 

• 512B U£fc- ' -i-j 

• 3261 BOEHMS BKK • / >. 

• sn w«o 30 sum rdaAan&^C^ 

auwm4«wiiBm ; 

•imoMswMwna 

(OTTrattaEMBu . . • - V, 

• mn cmm mi 

rtOSASKUNSR imwtsasr 

• OS tOSQDQ 33JO 1009 

• wbws.« mmmvmtm 






OFFER 

CLOSES 

31ST JULY 


■ ^ T 

Its already a multimedia powerhouse. But buy a Dell Dimension*' XPS Ml 66s ng^M I 
you’ll gef even more: a free upgrade to a massive 200MHz Pewium® Processor ^ ; 

MMX™ technologic This offer closes 31st July So don’t delay Cal! the worid s largest direct " 
nanufacturer* now or lofl on to wwwHaii a.i_ ... - ' 


Pentium’ ’ .. ueiay. can the world s largest dfrecrv 

K manufacturer- now or log oh to www.dell.com/uk . And enjoy more power, -^ j* 




«T ONUNI TO 

OJTO i w 




£1,149 (£1,379.45 




1HC. ISlIVESt f. V4T 


vi 


is \\ , 




been MB 

ndona ftw i*» • 


ll>miri-iiife — * — **--^*— -*» 
H i t — I Wn *nm<l 


udmaiwWiilnlMtiniW ♦ 









•.'-•-v: -j 




X 







THE INDEPENDENT • WEDNESDAY 23 JULY 3997 


news 




Jeremy Laura nee 

Health Editor 

Doctors were right to deny a liv- 
er transplant to a 15-year-oklgiri 
who had taken the drug ecsta- 
sy, a judge ruled yesterday. But 
Michelle Paul's life might have 
been saved if she had been giv- 
en a early test for liver Mure. 

Giving judgment after an 
eight-day fatal accident inquiry 
in Aberdeen, Sheriff Graeme 
Warner said that doctors at the 
Michelle Paul: Took ecstasy Edinburgh Royal Infirmary's 


Ever unit made their dedaon not 
to transplant Michelle on med- 
ical, not moral, grounds de- 
spite claims by the girl’s mother 
and grandmother that she had 
been rejected because of a fam- 
ily background of drug abuse. 

But Sheriff Warner criticised 
doctors at Aberdeen "Royal In- 
finnaiy, where Micfadle was first 
admitted, for Ming to carry out 
the routine liver-function test 
She was transferred to the Ed- 
inburgh unit only when her 
condition deteriorated and it be- 


came obvious she was suffering 
from liver Mure. By then it was 
too late for a transplant and she 
died on 27 November 1995 - 23 
days after taking half a tablet of 
ecstasy at a rave near her home. 

The case aroused controver- 
sy over the grounds on which 
patients are selected for liver 
transplant after Michelle's 
grandmother, Margaret Pixie, 
compared her grand-daugh- 
ter’s experience with that of the 
former Rangers and England 
fbotbaB player, Jim Baxter, a re- 


formed alcoholic who has had 
two liver transplants. She said 
doctors had told her the deci- 
sion had been made on moral 
grounds because Michelle's 
mother and sister were drug 
users and Michelle herself baa 
daT&d in drugs. “As I see it, 
wt k just not worth bother- 
ingwAu* she told the court. 

Bat Sheriff turner said Mrs 
Pine and Michelle’s mother, 
Carolano,wrae “simply wrong” 
in their recollection that doctors 
had told them the transplant was 


being refusedonnaorai grounds. 
He said the case showed how 
memory could be distorted un- 
der stress, saying: “This was 
perba 
upset 1 

Dr Hfiaiy Sanfey, Head of the 
Edinburgh unit at the tim e of 
Michelle's death who bow worts 
in the United States, told the 
*court Michelle had suffered ir- 
reversible brain rfarnajy and a 

transplant, costing £60,000, 
would not have been appropri- 
ate on medical grounds. But 


prob- 
lems had to be taken Into 
account when (xmaderingwfaidi 
patients were suitable for transr 
plant Her decision was chal- 
id by Professor Roger 
, head of the liver unit 

donTwbo sai^ of 
Michelle's eyes were still re- 
acting on the day before she 
died, indicating that she had not 
suffered irreversible brain dam- 
age. He said "moralistic rater- 


E rotations” that appeared to 
ave underlain Dr Sanfey s 
opinion were “not acceptable 
for a Jife-or-death decision on 
a young person”. 

Tie ju dgme nt rails for the for- 
mation of an expert gathering of 
die medical profession to discuss 
the selection of patients for or- 
gan transplantation and the 
drawing up of a code of practice 
fra aD transplant centres. It says 
an inquiry should be held at Ab- 
erdeen Royal Infirmary to ensure 
routine tests are earned ouL 
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Canny kids 
splash out on 
food, drink 
and fashion 
with £8 in 
their pocket 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Pocket money today is a lucra- 
tive affair, with British children 
spending on average £8.40 a 
week on food, toys and dothes, 
according to the first official in- 
vestigation into how they han- 
dle their cash. 

The biggest spending was ou 
food, which included sweets, 
crisps, soft drinks, icecream 
and school meals which the 
child bought - accounting for on 
average £3.20 a week. Next 
down were leisure goods - toys, 
CDs and sports goods - which 
cost £1.60 a week. The third 




Boys 

Girls 1 

Food/soft drinks 

3.20 

3.10 

-Leisure goods 

2.10 

1.10 1 

Clothing 

0.70 

150 ] 

1 Leisure services 

050 

0.70 1 

Household goods 

0.50 

0.60 

, Personal goods 

0.20 

0.80 

Transport 

0.40 

0.40 

'Other 

0.30 

0.30 

TOTAL 

8.40 

8.50 


most popular items inducing 
children to pan with their cash 
was dothing and shoes. 

Other items popular with 
children included spending 
money on participating in sport, 
pets, make-up and fares to 
school. Thirty pence a week was 
also spent on “other items", de- 
fined as alcohol, tobacco, 
stamps and subscriptions. 

For the first time data on chil- 
dren's spending habits has been 
collected as part of the Family 
Expenditure Survey, in which all 
spending by children was cov- 
ered 

The children - more than 
2,000 in total - were asked to 
keep diaries of their daily ex- 


penditure over a two-week pe- 
riod and the figures were de- 
rived from this data. 

Older children spent far 
more than younger ones, with 
15-year-olds spending on aver- 
age more than four times as 
much as seven- and eight-year- 
olds. They also spent their mon- 
ey differently, with clothes 
becoming a higher priority for 
fashion-conscious teenagers 
while seven- to 12-year-olds 
preferred to buy toys or spend 
their cash on admisson charges. 

While hoys and girls spent the 
same money overall, they spent 
it differently. Boys spent most 
of their monqr on food, leisure 
goods and leisure services. 
While girls spent almost the 
same amount on on food, they 
spent twice as much per week 
on clothing and footwear. 

Girls also spent four times as 
much on personal goods and 
services - including toiletries, 
make-up and jewellery - aver- 
aging around 80p per week. 
Boys in comparison would only 
part with 20p. 

Some items were bought 
more often than others - while 
more than nine out of 10 cbil- 



Liquld assets: Pocket money is now big business, a survey shows, with the nation's children splashing out an average of £3.20 a wee k on food Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

‘Having money makes you fed independent’ 


dreu bought food, but only 13 
per cent bought clothes and 
footwear. 


So those who bought such 
items were spending on average 
£8.70 a week. Similarly, children 
who bought household goods 
spent on average £1.40 a week. 

Alison Whitmaish, a statis- 
tician, said: “The actual amount 
of money passing through chil- 
dren's hands was very interest- 
ing. I’m sure I never spent £8.40 
a week when I was a child, but 
then we're not aware of any com- 
parable surveys, so it is hard to 
say". 


Young journalists from Chil- 
dren's Express show that exer- 
dsng their spending power goes 
far beyond the local sweet shop. 

“Money makes you feel in- 
dependent even if you are not,” 
explained Amin ah Carter, 13. 
“When you're out shopping 
and you've got the money in 
your hands and you're by your- 
self, you feel independent.” 

The importance of managing 
your own money was clearly 
recognised, and despite adver- 
tisers’ attempts to tap the youth 
market, all the children were 
wary of their influence. “I don't 


buy dungs just for the hell of it. 
My money goes on day-to-day 
living, nothing extravagant,* 
Moynul Mustafa, 15, said. And 
Momtaz Begum Hossain, 16, 
said: “I have got a bank account 
-but I only joined so 1 could get 
a free gift" 

The junior wodd is dSvided be- 
tween those who subsist on 
parental pocket money and 
those who help earn their keep. 
“If you go into the real wodd and 
get yourself a job, that’s when 
you're going to prove you’re in- 
dependent . . . If you’re not hard 
working, it's noL actually your 


own money,” Denis Shukur, 15, 
said. He acknowledged the at- 
tendant responsibilities. “If par- 
ents see a child isn’t reliable, he 
or she shouldn't get their own 
money. They might go out and 
buy things like drugs.” 

As they grow up, many be- 
lieve that getting a part-time job 
is a valuable step towards 
greater responsibility. “1 work to 
pay my mobile phone bill and 
my share of the phone bill at 
home. It’s fair because I can’t 
expect my mum to do everything 
for me now," teenager Julia 
Press said. Daniel Blackwood, 


15, agreed: “It’s right that onoe 
you reach a certain age you 
should earn it yourself.” 
Where parents are the main 
source of income, attitudes were 
mixed-Ra: Mehrak Gdestan, 13, 
financial handouts come com- 
plete with trust “If I ask for ex- 
tra money, she wants to know 
what it’s fra. Butshewouldn’tsay, 
*Oh, I don’t think that’s good, Tm 
not going to give you money for 
if because she respects me.” Yet 
for 'Momtaz Begum Hossain, 
shopping sprees quickly turn 
into show-and-telk “Every time 
my mum gives me money, she 


wants to know what I’ve bought 
with it Then she wants to see it 
which is even worse." 

Some welcomed greater in- 
volvement from their parents - 
usually mothers. “1 don't gel 
pocket money every day," ex- 
plained Mehrak. “I tell my 
mum to keep my money for me 
because I know if I have it, HI 
just use it for things HI regret 
later such as silly magazines." 
Nicola Smart, 13, prefers to use 
banking facilities to control 
cashflow. 

Children appear adept at 
making their income stretch. 


While Momtaz hoards conces- 
sionary vouchers for the cinema 
and scours markets for bar- 
gains, Mehrak shops for records 
at the beginning of the week 
“when singles are 99p~ and Stu- 
art strikes a deal with his moth- 
er, putting “sometimes £10 
towards a really expensive shin." 
□ “Children's Express ” is a pro- 
gmmme of learning through jour- 
nalism for children aged 8-18. This 
discussion was led by editor Momtaz 
Begum Hossain, 16. with the help of 
editors Moynul Mustafa, 15. Natasha 
Massiah, 14, and Sophie Lam, IT, 
and reporter Pfungwa Chiparisu, 10. 


I fancy trying 
my luck with Premium 
Bonds. How generous is 
ERNIE these days? 



This month, ERNIE s 
paying out an 
incredible £33 million. 

There are over 439,000 prizes, 
including the £i million monthly 
jackpot - all of them completely 
tax-free! And don't forget, whether you 
win or lose, with Premium Bonds you can always get 
your money back whenever you want. 
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To buy now, send us the coupon in Your Money afdng* 
with your cheque, making sum they reach us by 31 July 
if you want your Premium Bonds to be in the 
September prize draw. Or fora full guide to Premium - 
Bonds freeesH /- 'Tv 

0500 500 000 

24. hours a day, 7 days a week.” 
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Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

and Jojo Moyes 

Britain last night attached its 
European Union partners for 
putting trade before animal 
welfare by approving a deal 
which allows imports of fur 
from animals caught in cruel 
leghold traps. 

A furious Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, voted against the 
agreement at a meeting of EU 
foreign ministeis in Brussels, but 
failedto muster enough support 
to block it. 


Mr Cook said the agreement 
with Canada and Russia on 
so-called humane trapping start* 
dards did not go far enough. He 
said Britain would try to over- 
turn the deal during its -presi- 
dency of the EU next year and, 
fading that, would try to blunt 
its impact with labelling rules to 
alert consumers. 

The deal bans fur imports 
from animals caught in the cru- 
ellest steel-jawed traps, but 
gives Canada and Russia three’ 
years to meet agreed humane 
standards for padded leghold 
and so-called ‘‘drowning 7 ’ traps. 


British officials said a major 
loophole in the agreement wifl 
allow even steel jawed leghold 
traps to be used indefinitely « 
no alternatives are available to 
trappers. This could have the 
effect of giving some legholds 
traps an international seal of ap- 
proval." 

A spokeswoman for the 
RSPCA said last night that it 
was “very angry and very dis- 
appointed” at the news. "Leg 
hold traps are banned in more 
than 60 countries world-wide 
because they’re so and and yet 
the EU cannot ban their use or 


the import of products berause 
of free trade. We’re absolutely 
disgusted,” she said. “Ministers 
shouldn’t have given m to tree 
trade agreements, but made a 
stand for animal welfare. 

The RSPCA, however, pomt- 
ed to the “uneasy relationship 

between international trade 
rules and racing animal welfare 
standards. Such trade agree- 
ments; it says, have already 
caused the EU to weaken its 
four-year-old legislation de- 
signed to prohibit the use of 

animals in COSin&tiCS tCStS. 
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All at «a: Prisoners aboard HM P Weare, afloat in Portend Harbour, Donret, are teen to get eell. which bave *av.ew. 



A life on the ocean wave: comly berth 
sea breezes. Pity a bout the war ders 

aagaMB 1 ‘ views -half the rod 


GUARANTEED 
CHEAPER CALL BILLS 
ORPOUBLE 
YOUR MONEY BACK. 

If you make international or national calls, 
we’re so confident that you’ll save 
money on your call bill with Mercury 
(even against BT’s PremierLine and 
Friends and Family), that if you don’t, we’ll 
refund double the difference. 

Call the number below. If only for the money. 

Mercury 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

PrilT Writer tarns apply on Mrmuy SmortOdl anti UK-Call 
call bills only, compared ngoim t BTs basic rates and discount 
schemes, excluding line rental and rmjwmry promotional offers. 
Not available on fii l/sitf Card or business pukajirs. 


Jason Bemirito 

Crime Correspondent 

As prison cells go, they must be 
the ultimate in rooms with a 
view. _ 

On one side is the golden 
swathe of Chesil Beach, to the 
front the bobbing boats on 
Weymouth Harbour and to the 
ri ght the open sea with the white 
efifls of the Purbeck Hills in the 
distance. 

The only thing to mar -the 
prospect are the unsightly met- 
al bars. The views belong to a 
select number of cells in the 
Prison Service’s newly acquired 
floating jail in Portland Har- 
bour, Dorset 

Indeed those that enjoy such 
an outlook have become high- 
ly so ugh t-after by the 63 low-risk 
inma tes who have arrived at the 
jail so far. *Tm trying to get a 
seaview cell," enthused Antho- 
ny Bedford. 24, from Devon 
who is serving 12 months for 
theft The world’s media - from 
the United States, France and 
Brazil - were yesterday invited 
aboard HMP Weare for a guid- 
ed tour. After facing strong op- 
position from Weymouth 
Council and a faulty sprinkler 
system which has forced two 



Commercial spin-off: A 
shop on the approach 
road to Portland Harbour 
has cashed in, doing a 
brisk trade in souvenirs 
linked to the controversial 
prison ship, Including T- 
shirts and “underwater 
escape kits” 


evacuations, the prison is up and 
running. 

Jail officials believe the £12 
million spent on bringing the 
ship over from New York has 
been money well spenL 

Prom the outside the five- 
storey vessel looks Like a float- 
ing warehouse, something an 
unimaginative six-year-old 
might build out of grey Lego 


blocks. After passing through 
five security checks, all sur- 
rounded by 20 feet fences 
topped with razor wire, the 
posse of reporters and cam- 
eramen were led oyer the gang- 
plank on to the prison ship. 

Staying on the Weare is 
rather like being sentenced to 
a never-ending trip on the low- 
er decks of a cross-channel fer- 


ry. The main difference is’ that 
some spoilsport has whipped 
out the duty nee shop, croissant 
bar, and newsagents, and then 
pain ted all the walls magnolia 
and fitted fawn-coloured lino. 

The ceHs are not unlike a cab- 
in on a ferry, except they are big- 
ger and better equipped. 

The jail has 200 two-man 
cells, measuring about nine feet 


by 16 feet with 50 rooms on five 
landings. Each has two bunk- 
beds, and en suite bathroom, 
with a shower, toilet and sink. 
They are air conditioned be- 
cause the reinforced windows 
are sealed. 

There is a glass window, 
rather like the displays at rep- 
tile houses in roos. Bars are only 
placed on cells that have sea- 


views - half the rooms are in die 
centre of the ship and face in- 
wards. 

FaciUties on board include a 
gym, recreation areas and a 
caged yard on top of the vessel. 
But despite these areas it is go- 
ing to be difficult to keep up to 
400 inmates. 

Michael Burrows. 34. serving 
twelve months for theft, said: 
“Normally you can’t wait to get 
out of the cell but here you can't 
wait to get in.” 

Richard TUt, the Prison Ser- 
vice Director General, sqid yes- 
terday that he’d been forced to 
use the jail to help esse the 
prison overcrowding which has 
reached a record 62£00. 

He said it could top 70,000 by 
next spring and revealed thatof- 
fidals were considering Victo- 
rian psychiatric hospitals as 
makeshift jails. 

The prison ship brought 
some surprise spin-offs: 

The Portland Oceaneering 
diving shop is doing a brisk trade 
in £8 T-shirts with the slogan 
“I’ve seen Portland Prison 
Ship”. For £14 more the shop 
offers a mask and flippers un- 
der the sign “Underwater es- 
cape kit -special discounts for 
prisoners.” 
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Cicadas in Japan 

By Anthony Thwarts 

Hearn heard diem, and thougfu them magical, 

Tried to distingush 

The multiple trills and screeching*, dqjereni 
From decibels in Italy or Provence: 

Shrill carapace of shellac, trembling membranes 
Strumming glum cacophonies. 

And they are indeed alien, their quavers ! 

Underline again 

And yet again how different they, and we, are - 
Like the nightingale that is not a mgfrtinffde. 

The crow that will never be a crow, 

Thoutft sweet, though raucous. 

And vet, in the welter of summer, in a thick sweat, 

Whv not different? 

They go with the twilight, the ntght, the day. the dawn 
Coming again in shrill loudspeaker vans 

Announcing news T cannot understand 

Speaking in tongues, wheezing out miracles. 

Anthony Thwaite’s experience of teaching in Japan is refin- 
ed in his 1987 collection Utter from Tokyo, the i source of this 
noem. “Cicadas in Japan" now appears in Selected Poems 
1956-1996, just published (price £8.95) by Enithaimon Press at 
36 St George’s Avenue, London N7 OHD 


Abortions rise 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

The number of abortions rose 
last year - the first increase in 
five years - following the 1995 
contraceptive pill scare. 

Bunily planning experts called 
for a review of conoaoTRive ser- 
vices saying that the conse- 
quences of the FSB scare had teen 
exacerbated by the poor state of 
family planning services. 

In 1996, 177,225 abortions 

were carried out in England and 
Wales, a rise of more than 
13,500, or 83 per cent on 1995, 
according to the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics. The largest 
increase was among NHS pa- 
tients (115 per can) rather than 
privately funded abortions (1 5 
per cent). 


The overall abortion rate for 
women resident in England and 
Wales was 13 abortions per 1000 
women aged 14-49 compared to 
the mid- 1995 rate of 12. 

The Pill scare in October 
1995 followed a government 
warning that the. newer “third 
generation” pills carried a small 
but increased risk of causing 
blood dots. Ministers and the 
Committee on the Safety of 
Medicines were attacked by 
doctors over the warning and 
the way it was put out, with 
some doctors hearing about it 
from, the media and unable to - 
counsel or advise their patients. 

Women inundated helplines, 
surgeries and family planning 
clinics to try.to get more infor- 
mation with many amply stopr 
ping fairing their contraception. 


Anne Weyman, chief execu- 
tive of the Family Planning 
Association, said: “This is the 
first annual increase after five 
years of falling figures. We are 
very concerned about this rise. 
Although the Pill scare is a con- 
tributing factor it cannot be held 
solely to blame.” 

She said there should be an 
urgent review of current fami- 
ly planning services to deter- 
mine whether they are meeting 
women’s demands. “An mcry^ 
after years of falling rates shews 
that many women are not get- 
ting the help and support they 
need in this area.” 

Nuala Scaridirick, a trustee of 
the pro-life charily Life, said: 
“The surge in teenage abortion 
must be due above all to the 
‘‘value-free’ sex e<h»cation and the 


pernicious influence of the 
media to which the yoting afc 
exposed and which undoubted 11 . 
ty encourage them to be sexually 
active. When "will the Gowns- 
ment see that we have 1 gpi U 
badly wrong and admit that thc : 
condom culture increases the - 
amount of teenage pregnancy 
and abortion, as well as satually- 
transmitted disease?" - - 

Brendan Gerard, of the $»■ 
cicty for the Protection of "Un- 
born Children, -said: '’ftiblic 
reaction to abortion caste over 
the past year indtca^tfuU 
more people than 
t F rt)e a ty the vddespparfispa> r 
ace of abortion virwawpon 
demand." V; 

Q Legal abortions in Mag^Ffd 
and Hides 
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Keeping an eye on the time: Dr George Daniefe inspecting his invention, the co-axial escapement, which, as the first new practical watch 
escapement for 250 years, will be taken up next spring by the Swiss watch industry Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Heathrow plan 
hit by block on 
M25 widening 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

The decision by John PrcscuiL 
ihe Deputy Prime Minister, to 
defer judgement on the con- 
troversial £S5ra widening of 
the M2? motorway could wreck 
the timetable for ihe proposed 
Terminal S at Heathrow airport. 

Although officially neither 
the Government or BAA. the 
company that owns Heathrow, 
will admit that TS. as the new 
terminal is known, is linked to 
the road scheme, civil servants 
at the public inquiry into the ter- 
minal have stated that no oth- 
er option exists. 

Thomas Dockerty, a High- 
ways Agency official, told Roy 
Vandennecr QC. the inquiry's 
inspector, earlier this month 
that ‘‘although TS is not the 
cause of the M2? widening, or 
related to it, nevertheless T5 
depends upon it". 

The public inquiry has been 
running since May 199? and 
costs £Im a year. The last time 
the Government altered the 
Ml? scheme - in November 
1996, by cutting out the link 
roads to T?. previously consid- 
ered essential - the public in- 
quiry had to be adjourned for 
three weeks while planners re- 


assessed their traffic forecasts. 
The first phase of the new ter- 
minal is to be completed hv 
2003. 

Mr Dockerty yesterday said 
that the Highways Agency was 
nol considering any other al- 
ternative schemes. “If there 
was a decision not to widen the 
M2?, we would have to go back 
to the drawing board. The 
Highways Agency has no 
contingency proposals at the 
moment." 

When asked what would hap- 
pen should the MZ5 road 
scheme be dropped, Mr Divk- 
erty said: "Clearly we have said 
that we are not keen to connect 
to the existing motorway net- 
work. We believe that under the 
current system we could not 
marshal the volume of traffic." 

Donald Anderson, BAAs se- 
nior planner on T5, said that the 
company had not considered an 
alternative road link and siid 
that if the M2S proposals were 
deferred it would "not he easy 
to carry on" 

The widening project, which 
would leave some parts of the 
motorway with 12 lanes, was ex- 
pected to be approved yester- 
day. But Mr Prescott overruled 
his Cabinet colleague Gavin 
Strang, the transport minlsier. 


who had given the scheme the 
green light. 

The Depuly Prime Minister 
has also let it be know n that he 
considers ihe Department of 
Transport to be in grip ot the 
roads lobby. Mr Prescott told a 
industry conference two years 
ago that the Conservative ad- 
ministration was moving to 
Labour's position of "cancelling 
the M25's widening". 

h remains unclear wltelher 
further woik will uncover new 
nlternauves to the road scheme. 
Proponents of T5 hope that al 
worst the decision will Iv put ofl 
until next year. 

Despite resu'hmg decisions on 
most of (he 12 projects under 
the Government's "accelerated 
review" programme, transport 
ministers have tound them- 
selves under attack trom envi- 
ronmenlalistN. It emerged 
yesterday the decision con- 
cerning another project - the 
A2. M2 junction improv ement - 
might also he deferred as work 
on the stretch ol road dives not 
need to start until next year. 

The Department ol ThinsporT 
stressed that the final decision 
had not been taken and an an- 
nouncement on the M2? and 1 1 
other schemes would come "be- 
fore the end of ihe month." 


DNA dears man of 
murder 23 years later 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


in- 

man 


l testing has proved the e 
nee of a Canadian m 2 
* spent almost 23 years in jail 
t being wrongly convicted 


DNA 
nocence 
who 
after 

of the rape and murder of a fe- 
male nursing assistant in 1969. 

The test results, announced 
yesterday, were carried out by 
British forensic scientists, ft is Ihe 
oldest DNA evidence used to 
dear a crime, and may even be 
used in a new conviction: the 
samples have been found to 
match those of another man 
with a record of sexual offences. 

The evidence came from a no- 
torious miscarriage of justice in 
the province of Saskatchewan, 
where (he body of Ga3 Miller was 
found dead m a snowbank in 


luary 1969. 
A year later, David Mflgaard, 
then 17, was contacted of the 
crime and sentenced to life im- 
prisonment. He always protest- 
ed his innocence, attempted 
suidde three tones while in jail, 
escaped twice, and was never giv- 
en parole because be refused to 
say he was guilty. He was 
released in 1992. 

- On Friday, the Saskatchewan 
minist er pf Justice, John NBson, 
said “There is no doubt that this 
wrongful conviction will re- 
quire compensation. We owe 
him and his family the most 
heartfelt apology " 

Samples of semen found on 
Gail Miller's clothing and in 
snow near her body had been 
refrigerated to preserve them. 
Last week; the items for the 


new tests were brought to the 
Forensic Science Service labo- 
ratory in Wstherby, West York- 
shire. The tests were completed 
last Friday and the news im- 
mediately relayed to Mr Mil- 
gaard's lawyers. 

Dr Dave Werrett, FSS direc- 
tor of DNA services, said: “We 
were able to detect semen, and 
take enough of it to get a DNA 
sample, which we then subject- 
ed to the test systems routinely 
used in the UK by the FSS." 

A FSS spokesman said that 
in the course of the investiga- 
tion another man came to light 
who was in prison for amilar of- 
fences. He was found to have 
the same DNA “fingerprint” ob- 
tained from the samples. The 
man, who cannot be named, has 
just been released from prison. 


Warning: Children are bad for you 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Having children can raise the 
stress levels of working women 
to such an extent that their 
health is at risk, according to 
new research. 

Family size makes no differ- 
ence - looking after one child 
is enough to push stressed 
mothers to the edge. 

Researchers from Duke Uni- 
versity in North Carolina found 
that mothers bad a higher risk 
of heart attack and other health 


problems than working women 
without children. 

The team, whose findings 
appear in the journal Psycho- 
somatic Medicine, studied 109 
women working in clerical and 
service jobs and measured the 
stress-related hormones in their 
urine over two days. Hormone 
levels were correlated with foe- 
tors such as whether the women 
were single or married and 
how many children they had. 

The study, funded by the Na- 
tional Heart, Long and Blood 
Institute, found that stress hor- 


mones, such as cortisol which is 
thought to suppress the im- 
mune system if it remains high, 
rose each morning and stayed 
high all day. While job strain was 
about the same in all women, 
working mothers suffered sig- 
nificantly more strain at home. 

Dr Redfbrd Williams, chief of 
behavioural medicine at Duke, 
said: “The good news would be 
that working mothers' stress lev- 
els don't go up with the num- 
ber of children in the home. The 
bad news is it only takes one to 
boost that stress level." 


Bristol & West Building Society 

To all Bristol & West customers, 
here is some information you should know about us... 


Amendments applicable to alt share 
and deposit accounts. 

The following amendments to all the Society’s share and deposit account terms and 
conditions will take effect on the date (“Vesting Date") on which the Society's business 
is transferred to Reading Mortgages pic (to be renamed Bristol & West pic). 

1. The Rules of the Bristol & West Building Society will cease to apply. 

2. The Bristol & West General Investment Conditions (as amended from time to time) 
shall be deemed to be incorporated in the terms and conditions of all Bristol & West 
investment accounts as at Vesting Date. 

NOTES 

a. The General Investment Conditions are set out on pages 85 to 89 of the Transfer ' 
Document sent tooileligible Investing Members, further copjes are available on request. 
2. The Bristol & West Building Society will cease to exist on Vesting Date. Investors 
in the Society 1 s share and deposit accounts will become depositors in Bristol & West 
pic. Vesting Date is expected to be 28th July 1997 ■ 


BRISTOL 
b WEST 


HEAD Office ADDBiSS: PO BOX 27. 3BOAD QuaV. BiiifOl, BS99 7AX. 
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politics 

Devolution for Wales: Government faces first serious backbench rebelli on as White Pape r * 

learn 
bitter 
lesson of 
history 


Anger at 
broken 
pledge on 
quangos 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Welsh devolution last night 
provided the Government with 
its first serious backbench 
rebellion. Ron Davies. Secretary 
of State for Wiles, was forced 
to rebut opposition from several 
members of his own party as he 
introduced a White Fbperon his 
proposals. 

Labour MPs claimed that 
promises of a "bonfire of the 
" had not been ful- 


on the bus or not, but they have 
no idea of its destination.'' 

Mr Davies & looking at about 
six buildings in Cardiff as posa- 
ble homes for the new assembly, 
where the English and Welsh 


. The White Paper says the 
number of executive bodies 
will be reduced from 19 to 14 
and that one of the biggest, the 
Welsh Development Agency, 
will grow even larger as it 
absorbs two smaller bodies. 

Liew Smith, the MP for Blae- 
nau Gwent who complained that 
Mr Davies had tried to bully him 
into submission on the issue, was 
also among half a dozen Labour 
objectors who spoke out yester- 
day. “The Secretary of State 
said he intended to scrap the 
i state in Whies and he has 
failed dismally to do 
that," he said. 

There were also objections 
from some Labour members to 
the proposal that the new 60- 
member assembly should be 
elected partly through propor- 
tional representation. Sir Ray 
Powell, the MP for Ogmore, 
told Mr Davies that he would 
vote against the measure if PR 
was not dropped. 

Alan W illiams , the Swansea 
West MP, said the Government 
had failed to spell out how the 
new Wrish assembly would be al- 
lowed to develop in future. Mr 
Davies was offering the Welsh 
people “the constitutional equiv- 
alent of a mystery tour," he said. 
"They can decide whether to go 


tus. If the referendum results in 
a “yes” vote, the £7bn annual 
budget for Wales which he now 
controls will be handed over to 
the new body. The assembly will 
cost between £12m and £1 7m to 
set up and w01 involve additional 
ninning costs of between £15m 
and £20m per year. 

Although the body will not 
have tax-raising powers it will 
have responsibility for education, 
health, training, agriculture, 
transport, industry and the en- 
vironment The Tories claimed 
yesterday that although it would 
not be able to interfere with lo- 
cal authorities it could divert their 
budgets elsewhere and force 
them to put up council taxes. 

The new assembly will not be 
able to pass primary legislation, 
but vnll be able to decide on sec- 
ondary measures, such as the 
content of the school curricu- 
lum. Mr Davies’ role will be re- 
duced to that of co-ordinator 
between Westminster and 
Cardiff, representing the new 
assembly at Cabinet meetings 
and attending its meetings to 
explain government policy. 

TWo-thirds of the assembly 
members will be appointed on 
a fixst-past-tbe-post system, with 
one sitting for each of 40 exist- 
ing Westimnster constituencies. 
The other 20 would be picked 
from party lists and would be al- 
located on according to the 
percentage of the vote that a 
particular party gained in each 
region of Wales. 

The English should vote too, 
page 14 



Fran Abrams 

political Corresponded 


Keeping cool: William Hague enjoying Frank's Welsh Ice cream at the Royal Welsh Show where he took Ms anti -devolution message yesterday 

Commons takes on Welsh lilt as Hague 
becomes star of the agmfitoral show 


Tony Heath 


When Ron Davies, the Secre- 
tary of State for Whies, stood up 
in the Commons yesterday 
afternoon to unveil the Gov- 
ernment's devolution plans, 
William Hague, the lory party 
leader, was in tent at an agri- 
cultural show 150 miles away. 

As the leader of the Opposi- 
tion’s only Cabinet experience 
was as Secretary of State for 
Whies in the Major government, 
the choice of his old stamping 
ground on such an historic 
occasion seemed appropriate. 


For most of the day, he was 
swallowed up in the 40,000 
crowd at the Royal Welsh Show 
at Buflth Wells. Mr Hague said: 
“The White Paper is entitled >4 
Voice For Wales, but it should be 
A Lost Voice For Mies.'” * 

Perspiring slightly in soaring 
temperatures, he signed an anti- 
devolution petition launched 
this week by the “Just Say No” 
campaign wijjch is backed by Sir 
Julian Hodge, a millionaire 
resident in the tax haven of 
Jersey. 

Asked whether people living 
outside Wales would be en- 
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ooinaged to sim op* Mr Hague 
replied: “Why not? It’s a UK 
matter.” Presumably Channel Is- 
land residents are welcome. 
Not to be outdone, his minder 
for the day, the former MP, Se- 
bastian Coe, added bis signature. 

Earlier the Opposition leader 
toured the show, stopping to ad- 
mire prize cattle ana sampling 
Wfelshwine. He wisely refrained 
from observing the Royal WUsh 
pole climhing competition, one 
of the many fringe events that 
enliven the show. 

Many show-goers preferred 
to concentrate on the livestock 
and machinery spread over the 
showground’s broad acres, but 
the devolution issue sparked 
some interest. 

‘The Tories have ruled Wales 
from London for so long that 
there is now a ground swell for 
an elected assembly,” said 
Derek Hills, a retired assistant 


director of education from 
Hertfordshire now tiring in the 
heart of Wfeles. 

Farmers, traditionally cau- 
tious and pragmatic, were 
weighing the issue as carefully 
as they weigh their livestock. 
John Williams, who runs 1,000 
sheep at Dyffryn Ardudwy near 
Bannouth on the Cardigan Bay 
coast, is content Tm 
with the way things are. 1 
where the assembly would be, 
is too far away for us up in 
North Wales,” he said. 

A year-ago, Eifion Morgan 
quit arming and today rents out 
his land and lets holiday ac- 
commodation to city dwellers 
escaping to the peace of the Usk 
Vhliey outside Brecon.. 

“An assembly’s got to be 
good for everyone in R&fes. 
Westminster is too far away to 
understand our problems and 
needs,” he said. That senti- 


ment was echoed by Meurig 
Mtyie, one of the Welsh farm- 
ing industry's most colourful 
characters. A retired Burners’ 
Union of Wales official, he 
toms agricultural shows with 
evangelical zeaL 

“Of course, we need an as- 
sembly. formers can only ben- 
efit - I remember that often 
English formers got their min- 
istry cheques days and days 
before we got ours in Rfeles. An 
assembly will sort out that Sort 
of thing,” hesaid. . • . 

Before entering Partiameat at 

a by-election in 1985, Richard 
Livsey, liberal Democrat MP 
for Brecon and Radnorshire, 
was himself a fanner. He 
declared: “The Tbries are 
burying their heads in the sand. 
They’re simply recycling 
opinions that were roundly 
rejected in every part of R&Ies 
on 1 May ” 


If a week is a long time in 

gSsssssr 

iow charged with pa° un £ . 
Vfelsh devolution through the 
Commons, was one of us 
strongest cn ties in the 197US. 

“I have learned a very 
bitter lesson since 197J. jbat 
rule by the people of wfics. . . 
is a far better prospect for our 
people than rule by . 
Conservative secretaries ot 
state who represent no one 
other than their own vested 
interests.” he told the House 
of Commons. . 

Ironically, Mr Davies 

reversal was pointed out 

yesterday by Sir Ray rtiwcii, 
the member for Ogmore. In 
the 1970s. Sir Ray was a 
strong supporter of 
devolution but today he 
opposes it because he k 
against proportional 
representation. 

Although this government 
will fo<re a backbench 
rebellion over its proposals. 
Mr Davies knows that the 
trouble ahead will be a mere 
ripple in comparison to the 
storm faced tty James 
C a l laghan 's government over 
the same issue. 

The then Prime Minister 
had to endure a brilliant 
campaign of opposition led by 
a bright young MP named 
NeflKinnock. Mr Kinnock's 
campaign was so successful 
that 80 per cent of the Welsh 
people voted against the idea, 
and as a result the 
government fclL 

Things have changed since 
then. Yesterday even Mr 
Kinnock's former 
constituency, Istwyn, had 
swung round to support the 
Government's proposal. Tbny 
Wilkins, the local agent who 
underlined its opposition to 
devolution as recently as two 
years ago, is now running the 
campaign for a “yes” vote in 
the area. 

Although support for 
devolution is still not as 
strong in Wiles as it is in 
Scotland, opinion polls 
indicate that the referendum 
result on 18 September will 
be in favour of the change. 


Britain near to deal on 



Katherine Batter 
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Jack fGnTinmo^am, the Mmister 
of Agriculture, was poised to se- 
cure a deal last night, forcing 
Britain’s EU partners to meet 
tougher meat safety standards. 
But be warned that he would 
press ahead with a ban on sales 
of Continental beef and lamb 
from countries which refuse to 
dean up their abattoirs. 

Seven of the 15 EU agricul- 
ture ministKS were holdmg out 
against the new rules as talks 
continued last night, but eight 
are needed to block the Euro- 
pean Commission from forcing 
the measures through. Portugal 
and Finland were considering 
siding with the UK, pending as- 
surances thai implementation of 

the rule would berielayed a 
month. With their backing, 
Britain can be assured the deal 


will go through. Opposing gov- 
ernments, led by Germanyand 
Austria, meanwhile continued 
to resist the extension Europe- ■ 
wide of British rules which 
would require the removal and 
destruction of cattle and sheep 
offal which could harbour BSE, 
or its sheep equivalent, scrapie. 

Brains, eyes, tonsils and 
spinal cord have to be cut out 
and destroyed at the point of 
slaughter in Britain, but only a 
handful of othermeihber states 
impose such standards. - 

Ireland and Fiance, which to- 
gether account for most of 
Britain’s beef imports are 
among those who do. 

Angered partly by Britain’s 
failure to ponce its own' beef ex- 
port ban, and by what they see 
as London’s bid to “turn the ta- 
bles” OD Europe, some gov- 
ernments aigned that the offal 
baa was unnecessary because of 


the low incidence of BSE and 
scrapie in their herds. 

The cost of overhauling 
slaughterhouses would be dis- 
proportionate to any potential 
health risk, they claimed. 

Mr Curmingbam said that 
whatever the outcome of the 
vote in Brussels, British con- 
sumers would benefit from in- 
creased protection. “Whatever 
happens, British people will be 

protected because if there is no 
agreement here I will introduce 
orders m the House of Com- 
mons ensuring that beef com- 
ing into Britain will be subject 


as British beef”. 

He defended the threat as 
“ooisisteat with our determi- 
nation to put pubbe health at the 
top of our agenda”. Mr Cun- 
ningham said that the offend- 
ing organs, which scientists 
suspect pose a greater risk of 


transmitting BSE infection than 
ordinary meat, could be cut out 
“at source' or in designated 
plants in the UK after import 
It is extremely unlikely that 
importers or supermarket 
chains would want to bear the 
extra cost however. 

The effect of Mr Cunning- 
ham’s order therefore would be 
to ban meat from plants which 
refuse to voluntarily upgrade 
their premises. 

Franz Fischler, the EU Agri- 
culture Commissioner, urged 
ministers to bade the measures 
on the basis that their controls 
have been shown to be alarm- 
utgly lax and that therefore 
they cannot reliably claim to be 
BSE or scranie-frec. Even if the 
uxndence of the disease is much 
tower outside the UK, the rules 
of foe single market require 

Uniform « 


he said. 


Minister pledges independence 
of new food standards agency 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Corres p o n dent 


The new Food Standards 
Agency must be consumer-dri- 
ven, independent, and ac- 
countable, David Clark, foe 
Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, said yesterday. 

Speaking to foe National 
Food Alliance in Loudon, Dr 
Clark said that there would be 
an announcement on the cod- 
saltation so far is the next two . 
weeks, and that the Govern- 
ment would be publishing pro- 
posals in a White Paper in the 
autumn, and produce a draft 
Bill in foe spring of 199&. 

“Confidence in foe safety of 
the food we eat was severely un- 


dermined in recent years,” he 
said. The £4 billion BSE crisis 
and the E. coll outbreaks which 
resulted in such tragic loss of fife 
have made unanswerable the 
case for a rigorously indepen- 


dent, open and effective 
Standards Agency.” 

So for there had been 642 re- 
sponses to the report of Pro- 
fessor Philip James, who looked 
at the possibility of setting up 
an agency. 

“Protection of public health 
is the essential aim of the 
agency we are setting up,” said 
Dr Clark. 

“The tremendous response 
we have received to the con- 
sultation period which followed 
the James Report underlines 


foe importance of the issue to 
evety man, woman, and child in 
Britain.” 

Principles behind the agency 
would include open and Irani 
parent processes, protection of 
public health and dear and 

consistent action. 

“The Food Standards 
Agency must act - and be seen 
to act - m the interests of con- 
sumers. That is why I want the 
workings of the agency to be 
open and dear, with action 
and advice based on sound 
science and risk analy sis.” 

Hesaid that it was necessary 

for the agency to adopt an in- 
tegrated approach to food is- 
ffles: ‘The agency should reflect 
the variety of interests involved 


in food but remain independent 
of sectoral interests. Its tiro? 
posed commission will not be 
made up of self-interested del- 
egates DUKlimn k 


pumimg uictrowa 
das, but skilled advisors 
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news 



Ibr^s friends 
are invited to 


as 




ial party: 
RSVPonlyif 
yotfre trendy 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Margaret Thatcher had Dame 
Vera Lynn to Downing Street 
John Major had the England 
cricket team. Tony Blair has 
invited Noel Gallagher and 
Jennifer Hhle. . 

The Oasis pop star and the 
actress from the BBC's adap- 
tation ai Pride and Prejudice zxe 
on the guest list for a Downing 
Street party next week that 
reads like the British Oscars. 

One insider said: “It's a 
younger, more modern list of 
guests, and it's forward-looking. 
It is all about British success.” 
Ross Kemp, who plays the 


skinhead in BBC l T s EastEnders, 
wiD be nibbing shoulders with 
Ralph .Fiennes, the star of the 
film The English Patient, and 
Delia Smith, the best-selling 
cook. Comedians Lenny Henry 


It could be just the night lor 
Mr Blair, the singer in a student 
band, to out get his guitar and 
dust off the old kxm pants. 
Among the guests will be Alan 
McGee, head of Creation 
Records, which produced the 
Oasis hits. The animator Nick 
Parke, creator of Wallace and 
Grvmmif, will be there with 
Body-shop owner, Anita Rod- 
dick, and David Putnam, the 
Labour-supporting film director 


British Oscars: Hosts Cherie and Tony Blair with some of their guests from the world of the arts. From left: Ralph Fiennes, Michael Caine, Eddie Izard, Noel Gallagher ai 
his wife, Meg, and Jasper Conran. In John Major's time sporting heroes such as Henry Cooper were more the order of the day (above left) Photomontage: Jonathan Anst< 


who is tipped for a peerage. 

There vnD be some cross-over 
with the receptions that Mr Ma- 
jor held at Downing Street. 
The businessmen on the list in- 
clude Sir Richard Grccnbtuy, 
who chaired the committee on 
fat-cat salaries for Mr Major, 
and Michael Caine, who had 
invites to No 10 in the past. 


The tradition of the celebri- 
ty Downing Street parties goes 
back at least to Harold Wilson, 
who hobnobbed with the likes 
of the Beatles. Lady Thatcher 
also held celebrity bashes with 
television slats, such as Paul Ed- 
dington , who played the Prime 
Minister in her favourite tele- 
vision show, Yes, Minister, which 


was said to reflect her views on 
the Civil Service. 

Mr Major may have had a 
grey image, but be also bad his 
moments. His guest list includ- 
ed Elton John but he was hap- 
piest when surrounded nv 
sporting heroes such as Sir 
Bobby Charlton and Sir Colin 
Cowdrev. 


Mr Blair, who Iasi night host- 
ed a reception at No It) for fash- 
ion stars including Bruce 
Oldfield. Jasper Conran and 
Alexander McQueen, is sending 
out invitations for a Downing 
Street summer party for sports 
stars. Invitees include the tri- 
umphant Lions rugby test team 
after their South Africa victory'. 


the crew of disabled sailors from 
Tunc and Tide, who completed 
the round the world yacht race 
last week, the tennis pla>cr Tim 
Henman, and the England crick- 
eters - possibly depending on 
how* well they eki in the Ashes, 
which continues tomorrow. 

Mr Major, not to he outdone, 
is hosting his own part}' tonight 


at a l.midi in hotel lor his lorn: 
Cabinet colleagues, iiieludi 
the seven who lost their sea 
It will be tlte lirsl lime they ha 
been round the table togeth 
since the Labour landslide, f- 
Major may use Barn it i 
Thateher's phrase to her CaV 
net after being slabbed in i" 
hack: "Ifs a funny old worldj 


Shipwreck crew 
washed away 
‘like rag dolls’ 


Jojo Mayes 


The skipper of the Maria 
Asumpta yesterday described 
survivors’ desperate attempts to 
save a female crew member as 
the 137-year-old vessel was 
wrecked on the north Cornwall 
coasL 

The square-rigged sailing 
ship was smashed to pieces 
with the loss of three lives at 
Rumps Point, near Padstow, in 
May 1995. Mark Litchfield, 56, 
from Baxley, Kent, has pleaded 
not guilty at Exeter Crown 
Court to manslaughter of Anne 
Taylor, 51, from Oxfordshire, 
Emily MacFariane, 19, from 
Felixstowe, and John Shannon, 
30, from Queensland, Australia. 

Mr Litchfield has told the 
court that when the vessel be- 
gan to head towards the shore 
near Padstow he started the 
i's engines. 

ien the engines foiled he 
raised more sails, and then, in 
the last 10 seconds before the 
tragedy, he said, he started to 
pray. 

The helmsman, John How- 
ells, had told Mr Litchfield be 
thought they were going to 
make it. but Mr Litchfield told 
the jury: *1 was not so sure... 
The next moment there- was a 
tremendous crash and the ship 
stopped dead.” 

As he began to call on the ra- 



ship's t 
Whe 


Maria Asumpta: Smashed to 
pieces with three fives lost 

d So. the ship was lifted, dumped 
on its port side, and he heard a 
splintering noise. He said a 
huge wave lifted the ship again 
and he found himself under 
water. 

As the bow of the ship came 
up against the rock, he began 
m make Ins way forward. **11 was 
like walking on an earthquake. 
The ship was breaking up un- 
der one’s feet The deck was 
awash already,” he said. 

John Shannon and another 
crewmember had been washed 
away, he said, “like rag dolls” 
from a rock. Mr Litchfield, who 
had managed to get on to a rock 
with other crew, saw Emily 
MacFariane on the vessel and 
tried to get her off. But she fell 


into the water and was swept 
around the bow. 

“One had the terrible feeling 
it was the.last we would see of 
her,” said Mr Litchfield, adding 
that waves up to 15 feet high 
were crashing against the cliff. 

He went on: “We saw to our 
horror Anne Thylor was still on 
the deck, tooted to the spot. We 
were encouraging her to jump 
into the sea between the cliffs 
and the ship but she wouldn't 
do ft. The ship took an enor- 
mous lurch to port and every- 
thing went into the sea, taking 
Anne with it" 

The skipper said they saw Ms 
MacFariane on the bow of the 
ship, adding: “How she got 
back there, I do not know.” 

He said crewman Jamie 
Campbell then “performed 
the bravest act I have ever 
seen”. The crewman ran across 
rocks, got on to the vessel and 
helped Ms MacFariane on to 
a rock. 

Mr Litchfield went on: “They 
didn't quite make it to the fop 
of the rock. They jumped off 
and landed on the side. A wave 
came and swept them off.” 

Attempts were made to get 
a rope to Ms MacFariane but 
she slipped from Mr Campbell's 




ii was the last we saw of 
her,” Mr Litchfield said. 

The case continues. 


Dearing warning 
on falling quality 


Lucy Ward 

Edu cation Correspondent 

A new era of expanrion in 
British higher education must 
be matched by radical steps to 
safeguard quality if standards 
are not to slide over the next 20 
years, the most fundamental 
review of the sector for three 
decades will say today. 

Sir Ron Dealing's year-long 
national committee of mquny 
into higher education, publish- 
ing its 1 , 700 -pagc report this af- 
ternoon, has concluded that 
the risk of dedining degree 
quality is the central issue facing 
the sector. 

If graduates are to repay up 
to £3,000 towards the cost of 
their courses - a change pro- 
posed by the committee and al- 
ready accepted by the 
Government - minimum stan- 
dards must be guaranteed in re- 
lurn for their investment, the 
report will say. It will set down 
a series of measures, including 
introduction of threshold stan- 


dards for all higher-education 
qualifications, irrespective of 
the institution offering them, 

and compulsory training for all 

lecturers entering higher 
education. 

Under the proposals, uni- 
versities would be expected to 
make clear to potential students 
the precise content and out- 
comes of their courses. The ho- 
nours-degree classification 
system of firsts, seconds and 
thirds migh t be scrapped and re- 
placed with a pass/fcul system, 
under which graduates would 
also receive a “script” or report,, 
showing the knowledge and 
skills they had acquired. 

The committee will stop 
short of suggesting standards 
hav e already declined during the 
recent expansion of higher ed- 
ucation, which has seen num- 
beis of young people going to 
university rise from around one 
in 20 in the early Sixties to more 
than one in three today. 

But ft will make dear that the 
issue of maintaining quality 


can be ignored “at our peril". 
As universities face a£3bn cash 
shortfall, the Government can- 
not duck the issue of funding, 
but there is a danger the 
problem of standards could be 
“fodgpd” unless steps are taken 
quickly, the committee is 
expected to say. 

The Dearing report Higher 
Education in the Learning So- 
ciety, is the most important 
analysis of higher education 
since the Robbins report of 
1964. The latest study, like its 
predecessor, calls for expansion 
in the sector, but suggests the 
biggest growth area is likely to 
be in sub-degree courses such 
as Higher National Diplomas 
and Certificates. Further-edu- 
cation colleges, many of which 
already offer HNCs, may see 
much of the expansion, the 
committee will say. 

It wflj propose a more flexible 
stem of qualifications which 
low students to leave study for 
work and then return later. 

Letters, page 13 
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Not waving but drowning in Moscow 


PfiH Reeves 

Moscow 

Take any capital city and make 
a guess: how many people do 
you think drown there in an av- 
erage summer month? Ten, 
perhaps? TWelve? Even 20 does 
not sound implausible. So what 
on earth is going on in Moscow? 

An incredible 116 people 
drowned after plunging into 
Moscow's rivers, lakes and 
ponds between June and the 
end of the first week of July ac- 


centing to the city's ambulance 
service. 

There were no collapsing 
road bridges, no sinkin g pas- 
senger ferries, no packed trains 
plunging into lakes. Just one 
death after another, and an- 
other. The figure is another con- 
tributor to a demographic crisis 
that fast year saw Russia’s pop- 
ulation decrease by 430,000 - 
the equivalent of a city the size 
of Edinburgh - setting the av- 
erage life expectancy for a male 
at a mere 59 years. 


It comes as no surprise to die 
Russians. While about 750 peo- 
ple drown every year in the 
United Kingdom, Russia regu- 
larly overtakes that figure with- 
in one summer month. 

The population of 147 million 
is nearly three times that of 
Britain, but the number of 
drownings is 22 times higher. Ity 
contrast, an average of just 
over six Londoners drowned 
each monlb last year. The pic- 
ture is the same throughout 
Russia, where 16.157 people last 


year went to a watery grave ac- 
cording to government statistics. 
That figure, though horrify- 


ing, was lower than me carnage 
of 1995 when a record 20,458 
drowned, more than a third of 
the total number of Americans 
who died in the Vietnam War 
in a decade. This heavy toO part- 
ly reflects the Russian tradition 
of spending summer weekends 
picnicking on the banks of 
rivers and lakes. Add to that a 
lack of public swimming baths, 
poor rescue services, dismal 


safety education, a population 
that has no money for other 
leisure activities, and some no- 
toriously treacherous water- 
ways, and the dimeisionsaf the 
problem become clearer. 

The figures far winter are also 
surprisingly high: 215 people 
drowned throughout Russia in 
January, including a sizeable 
number of fishermen who fell 
through ice. 

Alcohol abuse also plays a 
terrible role. Last month's list 
erf the dead only included sev- 


en children; the rest were 
adults, of whom.alarge number 
were intoxicated. 

According to Ivan Zelentsov, 
spokesman for Moscow’s CSvfl 
Defence service, just under one 
third of those who drown in his 
area are drunk (an estimate 
which many Russians will con- 
sider conservative), “People 
are irresponsible. They try to 
swim in every posable lake or 
pond,” be sAid. 

A collapsed health care sys- 
tem, smoking, bad diet, pollu- 


tion, and general economic de- 
cline bear much of the blame for 
Russia’s shrinking population. 


drop to 123 milfion over the nest 
33yeais. 

But accidents are also prov- 
ing to be a huge killer. In 1995, 
a quarter of the Russian male 
deaths were the results of acci- 
dents and alcohol poisoning. 
The average age of the victims 


Russia is losing manpower at a 
catastrophic rate. 


One leading demographer, 
Seigei Yermakov, claims the 
country lost 2,000.000 working 
yearn in 1995 because of pre- 
mature deaths, depriving the 
economy of potential earnings 
of S20bn. 

And if those statistics aren't 
bad enough, then there’s more 
bad news. Muscovites who per- 
sist in braving the treacherous 
waterways in me city face a new 
peril: traces of cholera have 
been detected in the water in 
five separate places. 


Bastille Day on 
the Wild Side 

is a big drag 
for the queens 


David Usbome 

New York 

Wander the canyons of New York on 
l Sunday in summer and chances are 
hat somewhere you will stumble on 
i street festival. Probably it will be 
in ethnic celebration, in honour per- 
laps of a Puerto Rican holiday or an 
lalian saint. What I found last Sun- 
lav was a block party with Bastille 
3ay as the theme. 

As 1 penetrate the crowds on Gan- 
-evoort Street in the meatpacking 
listrict in Manhattan's lower West 
iide. something tells me that this fair 
s going to be a touch different from 
nost others. The fact that we are al- 
cady 20 July - six days after Bastille 
Jay itself - is not the only thing that 
s unusual he* /* 

Pardon mt* y. that striking lady 
m stage there in the twenties flap- 
icr’s dress - with biceps like that, 
loesn't she have to be. um. a guy? 

Mais oui. ma cherie. This after- 
•i*on and night of frivolity and gen- 
r.il onh-la-la is most certainly not 
ponsnred by the French consulate. 
Rather, now in its eighth year, this 
as become an excuse for a coining 
ngeihcr not just of the city's large 
ay population but especially of its 
rag queens. 

Almost instantly. I am accosted by 
fift girl with with" dark. Paula Jones 
air. false boobs that are not quite 
n the horizontal and a five o'clock 
ladow. She demands to know if I 


have yet recovered from our recent 
hot night in Monte Carlo. 1 had, 1 
told her. 

No sooner do I extricate myself 
from her than somebody else, not in 
costume, thrusts a flyer in my hand 
decrying Mayor Giuliani for al- 
legedly shutting down “queer New 
York" with club closures and arrests 
of men in the World Trade Center 
lavatories. “THIS IS A SEX PAN- 
IC!” it screams, inviting me to seek 
further information on the Internet 
at sexpanic@gjeocities.com. 

The mayor, who has made a po- 
litical career out of sanitising the city, 
would not have cared for the enter- 
tainment that unfolds over eight 
hours on the stage erected at the cob- 
bled street’s western end. The boy- 
girl in the flapper dress is Sybil 
Bruncbeoo, mistress of ceremonies. 

With torrents of innuendo, she in- 
troduces the myriad acts and con- 
ducts periodic raffle-ticket draws. 
Someone wins a case of strawberries 
from a shop called The Fruit Ex- 
change. "No darlings, that is not a 
place to buy homosexuals whole- 
sale!" 

With trestle tables arranged in 
front of the stage with both lunch and 
dinner served to 500 people in two 
servings. Ms Bruncheon gets most 
mileage from jokes about the grand 
prize - a trip for two to Miami Beach. 
Accommodation, of course, will be 
in the hotel suite occupied by An- 
drew Cunanan before he allegedly 





Dress sense: Mayor Giuliani has been accused of trying to shut down ‘queer New 'fork' but the drag queens are having none of it 


murdered Gianni Versace. “Did you 
hear?” Sybil asks. “The police say 
Cunanan may be disguising himself 
as a woman. That doesn’t seem so 
strange". 

It is hours before the culmination 
of the days events, held to benefit 
Housing Works, a charity offering 
shelter to homeless Aids victims in 
the city. At 9 JO the drag-costume 


competition begins, with Marie An- 
toinette as the appropriate theme. 
The material is mostly pornograph- 
ic, but the fashions being worn are 
world-class. Being modelled on the 
tikes of Giriina and Candis Cayne are 
creations donated by such designer 
notables as Yves Saint Laurent, 
Isaac Mizrahi and Oscar de la Renta. 
Ms Cayne is especially diverting in 


her aD-leather bodice, cowboy hat 
and ancienne regime bloomers. 

At the tables, the bourgeoisie 
have the best view of the stage, but 
we, the peasant rabble filling every 
cobbled inch of the rest of the 
street, get to choose the competi- 
tion's winner by voUune of applause. 
By 1030pm we have a tie. Sharing 
the trophy - a guillotine in Perspex 


- are Chuiquita, who sang with as- 
tonishing clarity an aria from Cata- 
lan's La Wally and Mona Foot. 
Mona, blade, six foot six and wear- 
ing a towering tri-colour wig, all but 
strips before us while tip-synching rap 
lyrics that woold have sent Jesse 
Helms into paroxysms. Entitled “Let 
them eat pussy!", the song details 
Mona's preference for fellatio over 


Photograph: Frank Spooner 

penetration. With the show over, the 
mostly male, and mostly shirtless, 
multitudes stream into the Hell 
nightclub, also on GansevoorL Sud- 
denly, the name meatpacking district 
begins to assume new meanings in 
my head and I decide that it is time 
that I wind up my Sunday afternoon 
constitutional on the West Side. 
Make that Wild Side. 


Sally paid for a 
new outfit with 
her GM Card- 

We helped give 
her the hairdo 
to match- 


Dark side of family life 
puts strain on Asean 
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Richard Lloyd Parry 

Kuala Lumpur 

The leaders of the Association 
of SouLh-Easr Asian Nations 
(Asean) arc fond of referring to 
themselves as a family' and, 
superficially at least, there is 
something to be said for this 
arch analogy. The seven mem- 
bers - ranging from stately Ba- 
ther Indonesia to more skittish 
siblings like tbe Philippines, 
and eccentric left-wing aunties 
like Vietnam - gel together 
once a year for a big summer 
party, at which compliments are 
exchanged and family matters 
are given a thorough airing. 

This week's meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur will he the 30lh such 
gathering, a celebratory occa- 
sion at which three long lost chil- 
dren were finally to be 
welcomed into [he fold. But 
quite unexpectedly, as prepa- 
rations for the big party were 
just gathering pace, the family 
went through a run of terrible 
fortune. In the last few weeks, 
one brother has nearly gone 
broke, several others have lost 
their own money trying to bail 
him out, and one of Lhe prodi- 
gal sons has gone berserk. 

Even as recently as a month 
ago, this week's meetings were 
being portrayed as a symbolic 


The coup in Cambodia and a run 
on member states’ currencies 
expose organisation’s weaknesses 


and diplomatic landmark, when 
Asean would move a step near- 
er to its destiny as the closest 
thing Asia has to the European 
Union. The group was to com- 
plete its membership by wel- 
coming Burma, Cambodia and 
Laos, after three decades of re- 
markable growth and increas- 
ing co-operation. 

Asian diplomats speak of the 
“Asean way", based on behind- 
the-scenes consensus building 
and public harmony. Today, as 
ministers gather for the first in 
a week long round of meetings, 
the economic stabitity, the har- 
mony and the confidence are in 
tatters, shot to pieces in the 
Cambodian coup and the assault 
on south-east Asian currencies 
being carried out by interna- 
tional speculators. 

Discussion is certain to be 
dominated by the Cambodian 
crisis, which has seriously un- 
dermined one 0 / Asean’s most 
fundamental principles. Asean’s 
governments range from a high- 
spirited, if unpredictable, 
democracy like Thailand to the 


authoritarian quasi-dictator- 
ship of Indonesia. But they 
have always insisted that stability 
is their political aim, and that 
no state is in a position to crit- 
icise the internal political 
arrangements of another. 

This point was forcefully 
made a year ago when Asean 
confirmed that it would be ad- 
mitting Burma as a member. The 
announcement caused conster- 
nation in Western capitals, 
where Burma's junta, the State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (Store) is considered be- 
yond the pale. But Asean stuck 
by its guns, insisting that only 

be shown the error of its ways. 

Thai argument has become 
strained in the last few weeks, 
as Hun Sen's forces have tram- 
pled all over the Paris peace ac- 
cord, partly brokered by Asean, 
which temporarily brought 
peace 10 Cambodia. Phnom 
Penh's membership has been 
put on hold, spoiling the sym- 
bolic unification of the region 


on its 30th birthday, but Asean’s 
attempts to mediate a settle- 
ment between the warring par- 
ties have been scornfully 
rejected by Hun Sen. 

Some Asean leaders are al- 
ready arguing for a redefinition 
of tbe group’s principles to al- 
low for “constructive interven- 
tions’’. But if Asean is prepared 
to roll up its sleeves and get 
stuck into Cambodia, why not 
in Burma too? 

The interdependence of 
Asean's overlapping problems 
bas been emphasised by a sep- 
arate crisis in the region's cur- 
rency markets. Earlier this 
month, Thailand's central bank 
was forced to allow the baht to 
float freely after a sustained at- 
tack by currency speculators. 
The bug spread to the Philip- 
pines; in the last few days In- 
donesia and Singapore, have 
seen their currencies weakening. 

Tbe turmoil points up the 
fragility of the tiger economies, 
something which the admission 
of Laos and Burma will do 
nothing to reinforce. Both are 
being granted exemption from 
key economic requirements, in 
an attempt to get them on 
Asean’s side rather thanOiina’s. 
But their backwardness will cer- 
tainly exert a drag on tbe group 
and further strain thefamily ties. 


Yeltsin backs religious freedom 


J 


iFind out bow you can save up to £2,500 on your next car. Call 0345 462 777 now. 
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Phil Reeves 

Moscow 

Boris Yeltsin was last night fac- 
ing a confrontation with the 
powerful Russian Orthodox 
Church and both houses of 
parliament after vetoing a 
fiercely disputed biU restricting 
freedom of worship. 

The president’s eagerly- 
awaited decision will be warm- 
ly welcomed in the West, and 
particularly in the United States, 
where senators had voted to 
withhold about $200m £120m) 
in aid to Russia if he signed it. 

The bUL ”On Freedom of 
Conscience and Religious As- 
sociation", placed Mr Yeltsin in 
the awkward position of weigh- 


ing the damage it would do to 
Russia abroad against huge do- 
mestic pressures. It was fierce- 
ly opposed by the Pope, who 
wrote to Mr Yeltsin requesting 
him to withhold his signature. 

Announcing his decision, the 
president, who is on holiday in 
central Russia, said it would 
have restricted the constitu- 
tional rights of Russians, de- 
stroyed the equal rights of 
different religions, and “con- 
tradicted" Russia’s “interna- 
tional obligations". He also 
said it could “trigger religious 
strife" in Russia. 

The legislation, overwhelm- 
ingly supported by both hous- 
es of parliament, placed 
restrictions on new “non-tradi- 


tionaT religions in Russia, 
which is overwhelmingly Or- 
thodox, but also contains large 
numbers of Muslims, Buddhists 
and Jews, 

Although its intention was 
partly to stamp out the in- 
creasingly popular quasi-reli- 
gious cults, it also swept in the 
Catholic Church - which has 
long been at loggerheads with 
Russian Orthodoxy - and oth- 
er maiostreamccvofessioDS, such 
as the Baptists. It includes im- 
posing a waiting period of 15 
years before allowing religious 
organisations frill legal rights - 
a clause which would have 
barred them from owning prop- 
erty and conducting public wor- 
ship during that period. 


Mr Yeltsin now faces the 
prospect of a showdown with 
the Duma, the Russian parlia- 
ment, which will accuse him of 
pandering to the West and es- 
pecially the US. It can override 
his veto with a two-thirds ma- 
jority vole. 

The powerful Russian Patri- 
arch, Alexy IL a firm advocate 
of the proposed laws, can be ex- 
pected to lend his weight to a 
new effort to push it through. 
He has descrited the growth of 
foreign cults in Russia as a 
Western invasion. 

The president’s decision 
bring? a temporary halt to a tor- 
tured conflict which sent con- 
servatives and the Church 
against liberals and the West. 
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It's a catastrophe says Kohl, as deluge tests 100-mile wall of sapdbags built by 35,000 soldiers 

Great flood 


breaches 


Germany’s 

defences 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


The makeshift wails of sand thrown 
up by German sappers along the 
country's eastern frontier were crum- 
bEng away yesterday, consumed by the 
most vicious torrent of the century. 

As the once sleepy Oder roared 
in from Poland, the dykes guarding 
the village of Brieskow gave way, and 
the streets submitted to the river 1 . The 
breach was eventually plugged, but 
inhabitants of the nearby village of 
Aurith had to be evacuated when an- 
other dam burst, and geysers are 
sponging up everywhere behind the 
barriers. Rescuers fear Brieskow is 
only a foretaste of thing s to come. 

Less than 10 miles downstream lies 
Frankfurt an der Oder, an impov- 
erished East German industrial town 
of 90,000 souls, for removed in dis- 
tance and wealth from its wheeling- 
arid-dealing namesake by the Main. 
The waters that have been lashing 
Poland for the last two weeks are due 
to peak here today. That is. if the 


heavens stay as calm as they have 
been for the past two days. 

Yesterday the sun shone again 
Over much of Central Europe, al- 
lowing Czechs in Moravia and Poles 
in SQesia to start sweeping out what 
re mains of their homes. The rivers 
yielded another eight corpses in 
Poland, bringing the death toll to 60 
there and to 46 in the Czech Re- 
public. More than 1,600 towns and 
villages were inundated in mon- 
soon-like weather last recorded in 
this part of the world 500 years ago. 

In Poland, 140,000 people had to 
be evacuated - 62,000 have no home 
to return to. The Czech Republic was 
slightly more fortunate with only 
10,000 homeless. The damage 
wrought on the fragile rural 
economies of the region can only be 
guessed at for the moment Vast 
cornfields have become fish ponds; 

tftng rrf thmigHTirlc rrf farm anrmak flrp 

being swept towards the Baltic. 

The Polish government yesterday 
rushed through a package of mea- 
sures to help the victims of die floods. 
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Water walk: A man rescuing a ffle from his home In Brieskow. Sappers later repaired the dykes breached by the Oder Photograph; Reuters 


promising one-off payments to those 
affected and a tonne of seed grain 
for every hectare of land turned into 
a sea of mud. 

The announcement was accom- 
panied by an uncharacteristic apol- 
ogy from the Prime Minister, 
Wlodzieinieiz Cunoszewicz, who 
had earlier comforted fanners with 


the sentiment that they should have 
been maned. “I simply say sorry for 
my inappropriate remark,” he said. 
Mr Cimoszewicz is blamed in some 
quarters not only for failing to make 
emergency preparations, but indi- 
rectly for causing the inundation of 
Wroclaw, the capital of Sileriw. Of- 
ficials had wanted to blow up dykes 


upstream of the city in order to di- 
vert the floods into the fields. But 

fairnf^ many fifths 

down on the dykes to prevent the 
blasts. Wroclaw could not be saved. 

No such mistakes are likely to be 
made in Germany. Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl rushed to the threatened 
region yesterday, strolling on the still 


dry streets of Frankfurt an der Oder 
arid already promising lavish funds 
for any future victims. “Its a terri- 
ble catastrophe for the entire region, 
for Germany and Poland,” Mr Kohl 
said on his visitto the town. 

"The situation is critical, and the 
people should know that we will do 
what’s necessary. Tm taking care of 


h. We are organising ail imaginabf 
help,” he said. 

A helicopter was sent to dum| 
sand on a five-metre tear south 
Frankfurt an der Oder, said a spokej 
woman for the interior minikry 
Brandenburg state. 

Along the 100-mile long stretch 
the rivers Oder and Neisse in Ge 
many, some 35,000 Bundeswehr 
diets have been piling up sam" 
for weeks. The mounds have 
as the waters have climbed, sta; 
ahead by just a few inches every 
“If the wall breaks, then all you 
do is run,” said one soldier. 

The rescue services are 

have'been^^iatched to any dyi 
that are endangered. At the 
time, fire-fighters dash about swi 
ing off electrkaty and gas, while 
er forces are in charge of eva 
people from their homes, lb 
an epidemic, thousands of ctae 
toilets are already waiting outside 
gates of Frankfurt just in case 
dams burst 


French workers threaten strike to halt Le Shuttli 


Joanna Lee 

Paris 


which transports vehicles and 


British holidaymakers face the 
threat of more disruption today 
after French Eurotunnel work- 
ers prepared last night for a one- 
day stake. 

The stoppage is likely to af- 
fect services on Le Shuttle. 


funnel between Folkestone and 
Calais. Freight services are also 
likely to be affected, but the sep- 
arate Eurostar passenger train 
service, which operates between 
Loudon and Waterloo and Paris 
Gare du Nord, will run normally. 

It is not yet dear how modi 


disruption the strike will cause. 
Trade union bosses were to hold 
a final meeting today to decide 
on the strike; they were unwfli- 
ing to speculate ou how many 
workers would be involved, or 
how long the strike would last 
In theory all sectors on the 
French side of the Channel 
may come out, for all or part of 


today. The strike has been trig- 
gered by long-term grievances 
over workers’ conditions. 

A spokesman for the CFDT 
union, the main representative 
of Eurotunnel workers, ex- 
plained; "The original workers' 
statute was drawn up in 1991 
without consultation with the 
French unions. We want to 


change this”. Employees are 
becoming angry over working 
conditions. Principle grievances 
in dude payments of salaries 
and the length of shifts. 

Recent events have aggra- 
vated their discontent, particu- 
larly the large pay rises for 
Eurotunnel bosses in 1996. Rais 
for safety have been fuelled by 


the fire last November, which in- 
jured three employees. . 

Trade union representatives 
are demanding a review of 
salaries, working hours, shifts 
and overtime payments. A 
meeting has been arranged with 
Eurotunnel directors on 29 July, 
but workers have dedded to go 
ahead with the strike anyway. 


There are nq plans for last- 
minute talk* to try and avert dis- 
ruption in one of the busiesr 
periods of the year. 

Le Shuttle operates between 
three and four passoiger ser- 
vices per hour, carrying 6,000- 
9,000 vehicles each day. 

Last Sunday, more than 9,500 
vehicles took the underground 


route to France. The 
trains cany up to 1,300 lor 
daily. 

Although h is uncertain h<| 
many Eurotunnel workers 1 
come out on strike, it is IF 

that industrial action of any! 
in such a busy period will ai 
some trains leaving Folkestc 
today. 
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Holocaust legacy: Switzerland responds to international criticism while Italy sentences 


Nazi war criminal 



list war accounts 


Louise Jury 


The names of holders of thousands 
of accounts lying unclaimed in Swiss 
banks are being published across the 
world today in response to interna- 
tional criticism over the banks' 
treatment of Holocaust survivors. 

The move is a late attempt by 
.members of the -Swiss Bankers* 
: Association to dean up their image, 
.which has been tarnished by alle- 
gations that they obstructed 
‘ ittempts by survivors and their 
: aznHies to reclaim assets after the 
Second World War. 

pages of names are being print- 
ed in newspapers in 28 countries in- 
ducting Britain, America, Germany, 
Israel, Aus tralia and the former So- 
net Union. They are being simul- 
aneously placed on the Internet. 

Anyone recognising a name will 
>e asked to contact the banks via a 
ree telephone number in an effort 
inally to resolve what has become 
in embarrassing and damaging 
iffair for the Swiss banking com- 
nunity. 

> Jeffrey Taitfield, of the New York 
mblic relations firm Kekst and 
Company which acts for the asso- 
iation, said it was a “real example 
>f Switzerland's commitment to 
« responsible and honourable in 
undertaking what must be done. 


“We are literally reaching out to 
all comers of the World in an ' 
attempt to identify Holocaust sur- 
vivors and their heirs." 

The list covers all the accounts 
that have been dormant since the 
end of the Second World War 
which were opened by non-Swiss cit- 
izens before 1945. A second list of 
accounts will be published in 
October of dormant pre-1945 ac- 
counts opened by Swiss residents, 
who may have acted as proxies to 
hide the assets of European Jews 
and others threatened by the Nazis. 

The drive behind the initiative has 
come from the Jewish community, 
who suffered particularly hard be- 
cause many members died leaving 
no details of accounts held. Some 
banks are alleged to have demand- 
ed death certificates from familie s 
hying to make claims. But others 
may also benefit. A previous search 
showed accident victims to be among 
the dormant account holders. 

Greville J aimer, chairman of the 
Holocaust Educational Trust, said 
many of the names would be dead, 
but at least their heirs would have 
a chance to recoup the family in- 
heritance. “We have been begging 
the Swiss authorities for over a year 
now to do this. Their action con- 
trasts with the obstruction and eva- 
sion which greeted needy refugees 


who approached the banks for their 
money immediately after the war. 
If banks had ever seriously looked 
for owners then, they would have 
saved years of suffering for thou- 
sands of people. 1 * 

Sebastian Komhauser, from 
south-west London, who is trying to 
trace the assets of Ins grandfather 
Jan. said it was a good sign. “Bet- 
ter late than never, but it is very 
much belated. This should have hap- 
pened years ago." 

But the problem of tracking 
down rightful owners are legion. 
Among the names on the list is a 
Paul Mayer. Paul Mayer, 85, of 
north London, said yesterday that 
he had no idea if he had a claim. 
His Jewish stepmother died after be- 
ing arrested in Germany at the be- 
ginning of the war and her second 
husband was held in a concentra- 
tion camp, although he was not Jew- 
ish, and died of natural causes a few 
years later. 

Mr Mayer said he would not want 
any money for himself. “It should 
go to Jews or to Jewish charities to 
help people in need. I am going to 
wait to see the advert before de- 
ciding what to do.” 

The Holocaust Educational Trust 
in London has opened a hotline 
(0171 222 5115) for anyone who 
wants advice. 
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ne and punishment Erich Priebke (left) who was sentenced yesterday to live years’ Jail for the Ardeatn^ nO^tnavnohs 1 AFP AP 

im’s relative (right) in court with a sign that says ’Captain Priebke, the living and the dead demand justice Photograpns. 
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MASTERCARE 
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Coverplan 

JUST A FEW OF THE 
REASONS WHY WE 
OFFER BRITAIN'S 
BEST VALUE 
SERVICE AGREEMENT 

Peace of mind for up to 5 years with 
electrical products. 

Mastercare is Britain's best and 
biggest electrical repair service, with 
over 1400 qualified engineers. 

For over 6 million customers every 
year, we're "always there", with same 
day in-home service and award 
winning in-store repair shops. 



Cotnptetw p aacw of mind from the 

day you buy 

• Ree repairs for breakdown 
or damage during 
normal use. 

Proteet your product for 

up to 5 years 

• Unlimited numbers of 

repairs. . - 

Expert service 

• High quality repairs. 

•Over 1400 highly trained * 

engineers and technicians nationwide. 

• Specialist technicians available when required. 

Same day service 

• Same day in-home service for most non-portable products, 

Monday-Friday, if you call before 10am. 

Specialist PC Service 

• Telephone support from PC experts ts available 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a yeat 

• Your PC can be back up and running in minutes. 

•150 dedicated PC technicians visiting next day in your home 
or business. 
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Award-winning repair shops 

• Based in over 220 Currys Superstores, repairing on-site, 
Including evenings and weekends. 

12 months theft Insurance cover 

• Should your product be stolen within a year of its purchase 
it will be replaced. 

Guar a ntee d sa t isfac t i on 

• If your product cannot be repaired quickly, It will be replaced. 

• We will telephone and give you an approximate visit time to 
avoid unnecessary waiting. 

Instant replacement 

• We replace most portable products under POO when faulty 
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man jailed for 
cave murders 


Andrew GumM 

Milan 


TTieltalian nuHtaiy court finally 
made its peace with history 
and with public opinion yes- 


Nazi SS officer Erich Priebke to 
five years behind bats for his 
rotemthe 15M4massaoteaf Ital- 
ian avitians at the Anieatrae. 

Caves outadeRome. ‘ 

The sentence, welcomed by 
Jewish leaders and groups rep- 
resenting the victims’ femflies, 
was one of the most tortuous- 
ly readied legal dedsioiisin Ital- 
ian history, taking: a full 53 
years to come to fruition and in- 
volving a .number of startling 
setbacks along die way. 

Last year the same court 
chose to let Priebke go on the 
grounds that he and others had 
been forced to. carry out the 
massacre under severe pressure 
from the Gestapo - an extenu- 
ating circumstance that auto- 
matically downgraded his acts 
from crimes against humanity to 
an ordinary act of violence now 
covered by the statute of Limi- 
tations. 

That decision caused such an 
outcry in political circles that it 
was^ eventually annulled in the 
high court and sent back for a 
retrial. 

Yesterday's decision, was 
therefore just as much about 
setting the record straight as it 
was making a momentous 
judgement about Italian histo- 
ry. The massacre at the Ardea- 
tine Caves, in which 335 men 
and children were rounded up 
and shot in retaliation for a par- 
tisan bomb attack on’ an SSunit, 
was not only one of the most 
brutal acts against civilians in 
Italy during the Second World 


War but has become a symbol 
ofanti-Fasrist resistance m pre- 
sent-day Italy. 

For years, Priebke lived qui-. 
etiy in Argentina until the Si- 
mon Wiesenthal Centre tracked 
him down in 1994. When he wad 
extradited to Italy the following; 
year, be managed to revive aflt 
tiie old conflicts between the- 
anti-fascist majority and those 
Italians who remained loyal to 
Benito Mussolini to the very 
last. The military court, repre- 
senting some of the most reac- 
tionary historical interests in die 
country, instinctively sided with 
the view that old demons ore 
best left unstirred. 

Much of public opinion, par- 
ticularly the centre-left gov- 
ernment now in power, look 
violent exception to the court's 
deliberations and demanded 
that the country's heroes be 
properly vindicated. The mess 
created by the whole Priebke af- 
fair has highlighted just how lit- 
tle thought modem Italy has 
given to its ambivalent feelings 
during the war - when the coun- 
try was tugged into polarised 
pro-Rsdst and pro- Communist 
camps - and any sense of guilt 
that might have arisen. 

Yesterday, Priebke was finally 
sentenced to 15 years in jail, but 
given his advanced age - 84 - 10 
of them were suspended A 
second former SS officer, KkrI 
Hass, was sentenced to JOyears 
and eight months, but he 
told be would have to si 
□one of them. Both men si 
long periods of their live 
joying the protection of a i 
ber of foreign goven 
Hass, at least, was used os 
tefligence agent and ha 
identity protected by beii 
dared officially dead. 
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Vincent Hanna 


Vincent Hanna, creator of the 
by-election as political theatre, 
was one of life's glorious im - 
moderates. He ate immoder- 
ately, worked immoderately, 
read avidly, talked incessantly 
and, in general, lived every day 
with an innocent relish for peo- 
ple and events that exhausted 
many of those around him. 
One of the most richly and 
variously gifted journalists of 
his generation, he simply did 
too much for too long. Until 
yesterday, he never stopped. 

Unlike most stars of the me- 
dia, Hanna had had another ca- 
reer first. He was born near the 
Falls Road to a well-off Catholic 
Belfast lawyer, Frank Hanna, 
who was Labour MP for the 
area until 1965. The house- 
hold was fiercely political, 
though not .sectarian; of Eve 
children, ail became lawyers in 
turn, and Vincent specialised in 
dvQ rights and industrial injuries 
cases for seven years, while 
pursuing a serious hobby as a 
guitar-playing folk singer. 

: Then, in 1970, he set off for 
London, to finis h a doctorate at 
the LSE, where his jobbing 
journalism was spotted by the 
dominant editor of the day: 
Harry Evans hired him to the 
Sunday Times as an industrial re- 
porter. Hanna's conversion to 
journalism was immediate and 
total: he is remembered on that 
paper as a frantically bard and 
enthusiastic worker who irritat- 
ed lazier and less committed col- 
leagues. He moved to the BBC 
to Tonight and then, when it was 


launched, to Newsnigfa, where 
be first became a national figure. 

Above all, he became (he 
great ringmaster and one-man 
impresario of the by-election as 
a kind of national political cir- 
cus. Portable videotape meant 
Hanna was able to pursue, 
hound, hector, harass and oc- 
casionally ridicule hapless by- 
election candidates in towns and 
shires across the country - and 
deliver up-to-the-minute mate- 
rial for that night's programme. 
His sardonic, musically literate 
little films introduced hundreds 
of thousands of people to the 
theatre and poetry of politics, 
while simultaneously in hi Hatin g 
some of the politicians who 
found themselves “Hanna’d”. 

These films, his greatest 
achievement, comprised a new 
kind of political reporting, much 
copied and never rivalled, which 
ended forever the era when 
parliamentary by-elections were 
obscure and largely unreported 
contests. At one point a Labour 
whip complained in the Com- 
mons that he was behaving as 
if by-elections were held for his 
personal entertainment; on an- 
other occasion a Liberal or- 
ganiser said: “I think Vincent 
views by-elections rather as 
Nero used to view the Roman 
games - something for his 
amusement" 

But what such criticisms 
missed was that Hanna was si- 
multaneously doing a job for 
democracy - connecting voters 
and viewers to events that they 
would otherwise have mostly ig- 


nored. Because of Hanna, by- 
elections became are of the ways 
in which the popularity and co- 
herence of the (then Thatcher) 
Government was measured and 


is hard to imagine some of 
those savage tussles of the time, 
when the SDP was struggling 
to break throu g h , and Labour 
was half-engulfed by the hard 
left, without Hanna 's pointed, 
impertinent and beautifully 
crafted essays on videotape. 

He was, however, cordially 
disliked by some of his col- 


es Loo. His problems with 
management are the more eas- 
ily explained: all his life Hanna 
was a keen trade unionist He 
was brought up among trade 
union leaders and spent eight 
years on ihe national executive 
of die National Union of Jour- 
nalists. In 1985 he led a one-day 
strike in protest at the shelving 
of a film about Martin McGuin- 
ness, saying at the time that 
journalists needed organisers: 
“They are hopeless at organis- 
ing themselves. Whenever two 
journalists are gathered to- 
gether, you have an argument 
Whenever three are gathered, 
you have a split'’ He advised 
other trade unions and was a 
highly successful support- 
gatherer and vote-fixer in nu- 
merous crises and disputes. By 
the time he left his BBC job in 
1987. it was an open secret that 
John Birt regarded his union 
activities with mounting anger. 

The hostility felt by some oth- 


er journalists to Hanna was a 
more complicated thing. He 
himself was always utterly baf- 
fled by h. Part of it was simple 
jealousy and the resentment felt 
by the less talented for a man of 
huge talent whose ego matched 
his girth. At times, Hanna 
showed that he had sharp elbows 
and a sharper tongue. Randy 


ing from a background where 
a good argument was essential 
to awefl-fiaed day, Hanna didn’t, 
understand that others found 
him bumptious and arrogant. 
“He really couldn't believe he 
had an enemy in the world,” one 
television colleague said yes- 
terday. “He couldn't bear 
grudges and just didn’t believe 
ul of people,” 

After his Newsnight era, Han- 
na went into television pro- 
duction; helped create and 
starred iiL/4 Week in Politics', ad- 
vis ed large cities and trade 
unions; hosted late-night tele- 
vision shows; and, rather late in 
life, discovered a great talent for 
radio. On Sunday, he was dis- 
cussing the Independent's cov- 
erage of the Versace murder 
and Northern Irish politics with 
his usual gusto and good- 
natured aggression on BBC 
Radio 4's Medium Wave. His fe- 
rociously fast banter just before 
going on air had fellow guests 
in stitches. 

Though twice wed, he spent 
most of his adult life married to 
Joan Frtt, the daughter of Lord 
(Gerry) Frtt and was a proud 
and devoted father to two 


daughters. Outside politics, 1 m 
was a fanatical follower of al- 
most every sport the human 
race engages in; a passionate 
Francophile; and a lover of 
both music and food. But the 
words “outside politics'’ and 
“Vincent Hanna" don’t really go 
together. He was a lifelong pol- 
itics addict who, in the days just 
before his death, was utterly ab- 
sorbed by (and optimistic 
about) the latest steps in the 
Northern Irish peace process. 
His head was ringing with the 
voices of scores of callers to his 
radio shews and his conversation 
was full of the intricate drama 
of Tbny Blair's conversations 
with David Trimble. 

One of the great characters 
and performers of post-war 
British political broadcasting, 
Hanna packed more into his 58 
years of life than most people 
would get into 88 and his sud- 
den death leaves an unfillable, 
Hanna-shaped hole in this 
country’s political conversa- 
tion. It brings an unexpected si- 
lence where we could not 
imagine silence falling. 

Andrew Marr 

Vincent Leo Martin Hanna, jour- 
nalist and broadcaster bom 
Belfast 9 August 1939; admitted 
soadtor of ate Supreme Court 
1964; Industrial Relations Corre- 
spondent, Sunday Times 1970-73; 
political journalist, BBC TV 1973- 
87; founded Viewpoint Associates 
Ltd 1987; married secondly 1975 
Joan Fat (two daughters); died 
Belfast 22 July 1997. 



Hanna: a RfeJong politics addict and one of the most variously gifted Journalists of Ms generation 


Felix Barker 


His first name seemed to suit 
him, especially in his remote 
Kentish setting, where thin gs 
seemed happUy Virgilian in 
beauty and ruralness. 

Felix Barker may have been 
a London journalist and a his- 
torian of London, but his roots 
were in the PLantagenet Weald- 
en hall -bouse discovered and re- 
stored by his father and it was 
there that friends of his later 
years will remember him rather 
than in the pubs of the old Fleet 
Street or the theatres and 
cinemas of the West End. 

Looking back over his SO 
years, there seems a satisfacto- 
ry pattern to his life. He was bom 
in 1917, and died two weeks ago 
with 50 years of marriage and a 
single year as a grandfather be- 
hind him. After a serious illness 
he rallied, as if to welcome the 
longed-for child; then died at 
home in his sleep, after a gen- 
tle decline, as if now satisfied 
that his son's son had arrived. 

His ashes were scattered on 
the lake he had made himself, 
an idyllic place with its birds and 
surrounding trees; beyond iu a 
large plantation of willow trees 
which were felled every 17 years 
to make cricket bats,’ then re- 
planted. Opposite, a crumbling, 
picturesque watermill. 

His father was an architect. 



Barker. Insatiable curiosity 

also a skilled craftsman, car- 
penter, lithographer and water- 
colourist - who brought the 
house to life in a Morris4ike 
way, solving, with imaginative 
flair, the problems of how to 
make a 15th-century building 
habitable in modem times. His 
remarkable way with windows 
from an age before glazing was 
used as it is now was a lesson 
in ingenuity. Felix and his wife 
knew every inch of the house, 
hospitably pleased to show it 
even to interested strangers. 

Felix’s mother, well known 
under her own name of Patri- 
cia Russell, was a photograph- 


er, who, while training in Lon- 
don during the First World 
War, specialised in pho- 
tographing recruits just off to 
France. Her pictures must still 
be cherished in many homes. 

As a small child Felix spent 
long periods with his parents in 
France and Italy, then went to 
Felsted School in Essex, one of 
the first schools to be involved 
in the English-Speaking Union 
exchange scholarships. 

As one of the first scholars, 
he was sent for a year to the 
Choate School at Wallingford in 
Connecticut, where John F. 
Kennedy was in the year above 
him and Alan Jay Loner an ex- 
act contemporary. It was a 
golden year. He met Gershwin 
and Thornton Wilder and plen- 
ty of others, his extrovert nature 
and expansive personality mak- 
ing him exactly the kind of boy 
to profit from such a visit and 
impress his hosts - not all of 
them, at that time, pro-British. 

Home again, he went straight 
into the newspaper where he 
was to spend, except for the 
war years, his adult life, the Lon- 
don Evening News. An article 
on school life impressed the ed- 
itor enough for him to be 
taken on the staff at 19, where 
he rose from junior news re- 
porter to chief feature writer. 


drama critic and film critic. 

As president of the Critics' 
Circle he was one of the few 
Fleet Street writers who dealt 
with theatres and cinema at the 
same time, a combination that 
would have exhausted anyone 
less buoyant. Yet at the same 
time he was writing books. 

The Oliviers appeared in 1953, 
The House That Stoll Built, a his- 
tory of the Coliseum, in 1956. His 
major books wc rc: London: 2000 
years of a city and its people 
(1974), written with the archi- 
tectural historian Peter Jackson, 
and in print for 25 years, and 
London As It Migfit Have Been 
(1982), written with the librari- 
an of Guildhall, Ralph Hyde. 

In Barker's years of busy re- 
tirement, London was his cen- 
tral interest, and among the 
experts his knowledge of its his- 
tory and his familiarity of its 
landscapes (particularly the 
Gty) were highly respected. 
His last book, after a number 
of others on the capital, was 
Edwardian London (1995). 

A thorough professional, he 
wrote with elegance and charm, 
at once amusingly and serious- 
ly. His writing was like his talk 
or his letters - jaunty, enter- 
taining, well-tailored, but with 
its moments of fee ling and even 
of tenderness. And ms compa- 


ny was the same. The big frame, 
the good face, the warm eyes, 
the exuberant bat never ex- 
hausting presence: his friends 
will never forget them, or the 
charm, the humour, the sheer 
fun of being with him. Bnt all 
this was not a superficial qual- 
ity, a journalist’s bonhomie or 
a theatre man’s gush. 

Felix Barker was a man of 
wide culture and insatiable cu- 
riosity, with a deep knowledge 
of history and sense of the 
past. His company was stimu- 
lating. Without parading it, he 
knew much about many things 
- hydraulics in lakes and mills, 
for instance, medieval life and 
building, the making of cricket 
bats, characters of all sorts, 
from Tuffie Marx to London 
criminals, country life as well as 
metropolitan. 

Isabel Quigiy 

One of Felix Barker’s most im- 
portant jobs as a reporter for the 
Evening News came with the 
1936 Crystal Palace fire; and 
only a few months later, still 
only 19, he was appointed the 
paper's drama critic for amateur 
productions, writes Adam 
Benedick. Did that make him 
the youngest ever Fleet Street 
theatre critic? 

Until the Evening News fold- 


ed in 1980, Barker was one of 
the busiest stage and fUm crit- 
ics of his generation, phoning in 
his theatre notices between 
press shows and still "catching" 
up on am stately home that 
happened in his path. 

Even before the Second 
World War, when Barker was 
the Evening News’s deputy re- 
viewer on films and plays, the 
ninth Earl of Bessborough. 
hims elf a theatre addict, would 
fondly recall the breezy arrival 
one day at Stansted Park, Bess- 
borough's historic pile in 
Hampshire, of young Barker at 
the wheel of an open-top car 
with Charles Morgan, the nov- 
elist and playwright, then chief 
drama critic to the Times, a 
wind-blown companion. 

Barker never missed such 
architectural or historical op- 
portunities or the chance to im- 
prove his own place when it 
came into his possession. Al- 
most alone be excavated part of 
the lawn at Witeimill House to 
create a small lake with an is- 
land for his large circle of 
friends to enjoy at Christmas. 

No one paid greater heed to 
the advice of Polonius about 
friendship. Barker kept scores 
of friendships going from boy- 
hood, partly through the agency 
of an elaborate Christmas card. 


At the outbreak of war he lad 
joined the 51st Highland Divi- 
sion (the Gordon Highlanders), 
engineering a transfer as soon 
as possible to the Balmorals, tbe 
regiment's concert party run 
by Capt Stephen Mitchell, the 
London theatre manager, with 
Ian Carmichael and Bunny Play- 
fair. When Barker, who joined 
the Army as a private and left 
as a sergeant, went to France 
with the Balmorals on D-Day 
plus six, he turned his band 
to makin g costumes for the 
male cancan dancers, using 
discarded parachutes. 

Back at the Evening News in 
1946 he was a journalist in an 
age when his paper encouraged 
him to travel. He went to 
Greece and the Middle East to 
experience for his milli on read- 
ers the seven wonders of the 
world. He went to South Amer- 
ica in search of El Dorado; and 
he went to films by day and plays 
by night as deputy to Stephen 
Williams (theatre), whom he 
succeeded in 1958, and Jyrap- 
son Harman (films), whom he 
succeeded in i960. 

While still reviewing for tbe 
Evening News, Barker broadcast 
a weekly programme on tbe the- 
atre for LBC in 1977 and 1978. 

His books ranged from The 
Oliviers, the first - and I think 


Sir James Goldsmith 


still the best - biography of Lau • 
re nee Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
to The Black Plaque Guide u 
London (1987), written will 
Denise Silvester-Carr and re 
published last year as Crime ant 
Scandal - a guide to "the den i 
of iniquity and abodes of infa 
mous people who have lived u 
London". Among them wer 
"Agitators, Blasphemers, De 
viants. Fanatics. Imposter? 
Malcontents. Necrophiliac: 
Satanists, Sodomites, Traitor 
and Whore masters". 

As sometime president of th 
Critics' Circle and chairman c 
the film and theatre section: 
Barker could be counted on t 
raise a head of steam for an 
cause from battles with th 
Censor or the managers c 
anyone trying to muffle what h 
saw as the rights of reviewers t 
review. 

Every year or so this most g( 
aid of cntics gave parties at W 
term ill House. He relished thee! 
and they left hundreds of de; 
parting guests feeling slight!) 
grander than when they arrived 

Richard Felix Raine Barke- 
writer, theatre and film critic: tor' 
London 7 May 1917; manie^ 
1950 Anthea Porteous f«t£ 
Goldu one son. and one daagff 
ter deceased); died 11 July 799 

h- 
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1 first saw Jimmy Goldsmith, in 
1959, playing cbemmy on the 
stairs of 167 Walton Street, 
undergraduate digs in Oxford, 
with John Aspinall and John 
Pollock, writes Anthony Blond 
(further to the obituary bv 
Nicholas Faith. 21 July]. 

The house was frequented by 
his brother Teddy and inhabit- 
ed. on the ground floor by the 
only man we knew with a live- 
in mistress, on the next floor by 
a bar-owner who had the first 
posh queer - as we said then - 
club in London and further up 
by one David Duck who. like his 
lover, only wore black and was 
reputed to sleep in a coffin. 

Jimmy was 16. but looked 
older and had just been driven 
in a hired car from Eton, which 
he had abruptly left having 


won on an accumulator at 
Windsor Races, not before he 
had dropped, literally, so that 
they broke on the floor, as a 
parting gift, some classical 78s 
on his house tutor. Jimmy 
quickly acquired a taste and ad- 
miration for irregular behaviour 
to which, however grand he 
became, he was always loyal. 

The next vacation, in my 
stepsister's Standard 8 tourer. 
I drove Jimmy and an exquis- 
itely camp friend. Oliver Carson, 
to Portofino. We stopped off at 
the maid's rooms in the Scribe 
Hotel in Paris and the Carlton 
in Cannes where bis father Ma- 
jor Frank, ne Goldschmidt and 
a pre-war Liberal MP for 
Cavenham. a courteous gen- 
tleman. was the director. Jim- 
my's manners came from his 


father and his energy from his 
mother, MareeUe, daughter of 
a Reach postmaster, on whom 
we undergraduates ruthlessly 
scrounged. When Oliver and I 
went down to breakfast, the 
scent of orange blossom wafting 
through the windows, Jimmy 
had done a flit to the more so- 
phisticated pleasures of Venice, 
to its girls and, accessible to an 
ingenious young man with a 
flexible passport, its casino. 

Jimmy soon acquired a court, 
of which I never formed a part, 
of people who hitched their 
wagon to his obvious star and 
who, again, he never deserted, 
but I did attend, at the Ritz Ho- 
tel in London, the plot, master- 
minded by Noel Whitcomb of 
the Daily Mirror, for his elope- 
ment with Isobel Patina his first 


encounter with the rich and 
powerful, which be won. His 
second, be lost Jimmy thepreux 
chevalier, shocked by the exist to 
the Frendi of medical drugs, in- 
vestigated the subject and pro- 
posed their manufacture at a 
fraction thereof, but his enter- 
prise was bought out at a price, 
and crushed. This experience 
may have soured his idealism 
and conditioned his cynicism 
and contempt for government 
and big business. 

1 watched Jimmy's increas- 


1978 we agreed that Sam 
White, the Paris correspondent 
of the London Eivning Stan- 
dard, whose column regularly 
chronicled his career, could 
write his biography. I bought 
Sam a tape recorder. Unfortu- 


nately Sam was sedentary at the 
bar of the Crillon, and Jimmy, 
not yet with his own 747, was 
never stflL Their only interview, 
later seized by a court order - 
but not before I had played it 
to Richard Ingrams, men Edi- 
tor of Private Eye - was drowned 
out by the sound of the clicking 
of ice cubes and the whoosh of 
soda in Sam's whiskies. 

Laura, whom I had just 
married, and I were invited to 
Jimmy’s establishment in Rich- 
mond to discuss a replacement. 
He sat her on his right and en- 
chanted her. He wanted to 
show me his hit list of journal- 
ists. 1 asked for the names of 
those in that profession not on 
this list. There were two. One 
was Patrick Hutber, whom I 
secured for £1,000 advance. 


Three weeks later be had left 
his Gty Editorship of the Sun- 
day Telegraph and was working 
for Jimmy, who had seduced 
him with a car and a chauffeur. 
Then he was killed in a crash in 
his sports car. I never recovered 
my advance. 

When Harold Wilson knight- 
ed Jimmy for services against 
Private Eye, who he was suing 
for criminal tibeLI thought it my 
duty - and inclination - to in- 
terfere as a friend of both par- 
ties, being a director, since its 
beginning, of that organ. 

Jimmy asked me to tea - an 
elegant affair with all the Jdt - 
which quickly moved on to gin 
and tonic and harangued me 
about the perfidy of his enemies 
in the press and described in 
ghoulish detail how he would 


destroy them. In vain would 
their tearful wives plead for 
mercy, etc. 

Jimmy was not joking. I knew 
he had retained every private 
detective in Yellow Pages, ruined 
my friend John Addy, and pos- 
sibly caused the death of the se- 
nior partner of a grand Arm of 
Jewish solicitors. Indeed, one of 
that ilk, Arnold Goodman, not 
a nervous man, to whom 1 had 
appealed for help, not only re- 
fused but urged me to leave the 
kingdom as I was "diving into 
a nest of crocodiles". 

1 told Jimmy that Richard In- 
grams could not be brought 
down, if only because he would 
enjoy martyrdom and relish 
the flames as they licked the 
soles of his feeL Besides, I 
added, be was an amusing fel- 


low and why didn’t we all hat"; 
lunch? -J- 

Jimmy, a great maj/ 
switched. 

"Ring him up," he said. 

1 did there and then, bt_l 
Ingrams would not play. 

Nevertheless I attended tl 
court case. As I approach* 
Jimmy, the lawyer Level 
said to him. "Don't talk 
Anthoay Bload!" 

Jimmy ignored him. 

"I had a dream Iasi nigt 
Jimmy,” I said, "and your fath 
said to me. Tell Jimmy to gi 
up this case!' " 

Unblinking, Jimmy replie 
"And I had a dream last nigl 
Anthony, and my father said 
me - ‘You go with it, boy!’ " 

You could not win wi 
Jimmy Goldsmith. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


births 

WAYMARK: Pam and Nlanm arc dc- 
bchud b* announce ihc arrival of Max 
Henry Smart on 16 July, a link 
toother to Jessica, to Laura and 
Hannah. 

DEATHS 

PLATTS; Robin Gcorpe Sadler. MA. 
MD ot Dd;aav and Watford, un IV 
July 1997. Much -loved husband of 
Louise, toother of Joan, father to 
Cnull, Glitnuna, FeneDa. Annette 
and Louise. With ercat courage and 
dignity under die loving care of the 
Royal Manden Hospital. London. 
Dreadfully missed hv u* ofl. Arrival 
at Our Lady Mother of the Saviour j 
Church. Diiimy Lane. OupperficUk I 
King* Langley. Hens, at n.vOpm on 
24 July. Requiem Mass at Our Lady 
Mother of the Saviour Church at 
9.45am on 25 July. Subsequently at the 
Cbfltems Crematorium. Ammham. 
Buckinghamshire, at 11am no 25 
Jute. Family flowers only, donations 
if desired to the “Harder Word Re- 
search Fond", co The Renal Man- 
den HmpUJl. Fulham Road. London 

' SW3..4T fP mi bh a anjni. 

. Fur Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES 

& DEATHS irieptaonc 0171-293 201 1. 


Birthdays 

Sir Nicholas Barrington, former 
High Commissioner to Pakistan, 63: 
Professor Ross Cranston MR 49; Miss 
Gloria DeHaven, Gbn actress, 73; Sir 
Alushiir Down, former chairman, 
Burmoh OiL 83; Mr David Essex, en- 
tertainer. 5fh Mr Michael Foot for- 
mer MP. -34: Mr Graham Gooch, 
cricketer, 44: Mr Alastah Graham, 
former Headmaster, Min Hill School 
65: Sir Hanv Hookwav, former Pro- 
Chancellor. Loughborough Uni- 
versity. 7o; Sir Charles Kemiish, 
President of Tyrnvaki isfc nf Man. 80: 
Air Vice-Marshul George Lamb, 
former rugby referee, 84; Mr Clive 
Rice, cricketer. 48: Lord Rogers of 
Riverside, architect b*l; Professor An- 
drew Rutherford, former Worden, 
Ciukknuths College. 68; Mr Richard 
Scatty QC. former chairman. News 
Corporation. 66; Sir John Stokes, 
former MP, 80. 

Anniversaries 

Births Alan Francis Brooke, lira Vis- 
count Alanbnuke. Field Marshal, 
1SS3: Raymond Thornton Chan- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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dler, novelist, 1888; Ras IMari Mak- 
onnen. Haile Selassie, Emperor of 
Ethiopia. 1892; Elspetb Josceline 
Huxley (Grant), writer. 1907; . 
Deaths: Domenico Scarlatti, com- 
poser, 1757; Rosemary Sutdiff, his- 
torical novelist, L992. On this day: 
Charles Smart the Young Pretender, 
landed at Eriskay Island in ihe He- 
brides. 1745; the Duke of York mar- 
ried Sarah Ferguson, 1986. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Aime or Susan- 
na, St ApolHnaris of Ravenna. St 
Bridget of Sweden, St John Cassian, 
St Uborhis, St Romula and her 
Companions. The Three Wise Men. 

Luncheons 

Arts Council 

The Earl of Gowric, Chairman, and 
Graham Devlin, Acting Secretary- 
General of Ibe Arts Council of Eng- 
land, hosted a luncheon yesterday al 
14 Great Peter Street, London SW1. i 
Also present were: 

M> Hand Reid; Mr Richard Mwubr. Ms 
LnuiK Badgwr: Mr Wayne Sleep; Mr Brian 
Patten. Mr David Made Lord McIntosh of 
Haringey, Prvlcasor Anthony Giddens; Ms 
CahuD GTcantuud; Mi Gall Rcbuck. 

CuOage Sdbd uf Medea: ad Demon. Leedno SC3 

PrtMUiMmijpM stunk tfac Rnal tbucumm n 

EsikCiwt. LmkaSWS ntunn tlaorii rim 
ibe WctaiiStcival OodiS'Sdh. rmr\ 

Changing of the Guard 
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Place where employee is employed is a question of fad 


High Table Ltd ▼ Horst; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Evans, Lord 
Justice Peter Gibson and Lord 
Justice Hobhouse) 1 July 1997 

In deciding whether an em- 
ployee had been dismissed by 
reason of redundancy within 
the terms of section 81(2) of the 
Employment Protection (Con- 
solidation Act) 1978, a factual 
rather than a contractual test 
should be applied to deter- 
mine the place where the em- 
ployee had been employed. 
The mere existence of a mo- 
bility clause in tbe contract of 
employment would not widen 
the extent of that place. 

The Court of Appeal aL 
lowed the appeal of High Table 
Ltd from the order of the Em- 
plqyment Appeal Tribunal al- 
lowing the appeal of the 
employees from the decision 
of an Industrial Tribunal that 
they had been dismissed for 
redundancy and that ft was, 
in the circumstances of the 
case, reasonable for the em- 
; ployers to have treated that 


as sufficient reason for the 
dismiss als 

Ashley Underwood (Marches & Co) 

fdrtheemp!oyers;DedanO'Dempsey 

(Ok Hanson & Co, Kavungianl for 
the employees. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson said 
that the employers provided 
catering services for companies 
and firms in the Gty of London 
and elsewhere. The employees 
had all worked as silver service 
waitresses at Hill Samuel in tbe 
City until dismissed pursuant 
to redundancy notices. Their 
terms of employment con- 
tained the following mobility 
clause: 


Your normal place of work is as stat- 
ed in your lener of appointment 
which ads as pan of your terms oral 
conditions. However, given the na- 
ture of our business, rt is sometimes 
necessary to transfer staff on a tem- 
porary or permanent basis la another 

location. Whenever possible this 
will be within reasonable doily 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

23 July 1997 

travelling distance of your exisling 
place of work. 

The employees applied to 
the Industrial Tribunal, each 
complaining of unfair dism issal 
or unfair selection for redun- 
dancy. The employers asserted 
that the employees had been 
dismissed for redundancy, that 
the dismissals were fair, and 
that every effort had been 
made to offer them subsisting 
vacancies elsewhere. 

The Industrial Tribunal 
found for the employers, and 
the employees appealed to the 
Employment AppcalTribunal. 
Their appeal was allowed. 

On the present appeal, the is- 
sue had arisen whether section 
81(2) of the Employment Pro- 
tection (Consolidation) Act 
1978,wfaichp)widedihaianan- 
ployee who had been dismissed 
should be taken to have been dis- 
missed by reason of redundan- 
cy if the empk^fer’s business had 


ceased or its requirements had 
diminished "in the place where 
the employee was . . em- 
ployed", imposed a contractual 
test or a primarily factual test 

It had been contended for 
the employees that the question 
where the employee was em- 
ployed must be determined by 
reference to the contract of em- 
ploymenL If the contract con- 
tained a mobility clause, 
allowing the employer to re- 
quire the employee to work 
elsewhere, “the place where 
the employee was . . . em- 
ployed" extended to every 
place where the employee 
might be required to work. 

The employers' submission 
was that the words of the 
statute clearly referred to the 
place where the employee ac- 
tually worked, and not where in 
theory the employer could re- 
quire the employee to work. 
Particular reliance had been 


placed on Bass Leisure Ltd Jl 
77wmaj [1994J fRLR 104. H 

Agreeing broadly with the inB 
terpretation of the slatutor § 
language in that case, the ques ^ 
don it posed - where was Iht % 
employee employed by the em r 
player for the purposes of the ; .‘ 
business? - was to be answers ! 
primarily by a consideration o 6 
the factual circumstances whicl % 
had obtained until the dis • 
missal . If an employee hat 
worked in only one location un / 
der his contract of employmen ^ 
for the purposes of the em . 
pkiyer’s business, it defied com • 
mon sense to widen the exten 1 
of the place where he was so em- 
ployed merely because of th 
existence of a mobility clause ; 

In the present case it wa 
plain that the place where a 
the employees were employe -- 
by the employers was Hi 
Samuel, and that there ha v 
been a redundancy siluatio ; - 
thcre which had caused th 
employees to be dismissed. 


icular reliance had been Kate O'Hanlon, Barrist 


m- 
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Antonio Berardi (below) is fashion’s Next Big Thing so says everyone, including American 
Vogue. British, 28, and just two years out of Central St Martin’s, he has already had offers to 
design for major houses in Paris and Milan. Here he reports on this months Paris couture, 
a special eye an the catwalks where soon he will loom large. Photographs by Jon Fischer 


T his month I finally 
discovered what 
haute couture meant. 
Bar years I'Ve lived 
with the notion that 
it was one of two things: first, 
nieces of such meticulous 
beauty that they were never 
'eally meant to be worn, but to 
3e handled with white gloves, 
wrapped in acid-free tissue 
raper and stored in tempera- 
ture-controlled rooms, rather 
ike a fine rolled Cuban cigar; 

>r second, pieces of clothing of 
he highest order, delicately 
Tlown together (as in Wilt Dis- 
tty’s Cinderella), embroidered 
ind encrusted with jewels as if 
V magic, and worn by contin- 
iaDy grinniuggrandes dames to 
unctions to which the camera 
loes not allow us ordinary folk. 

I was right on both counts, 
or 1 saw wondrous creations, 
it for museums in some cases, 
creaming to be worn in 
others, but, strangely enough, 
y a far younger audience than 
had anticipated - though I 
ras elbowed in the ribs by 
core than one surgically- 
nhanced grandmother, ada- 
oant that nothing was going to 
et in the way of her and her 
aute couture. 

One lady I bad the good for- 
une to meet over dinner, 
•andy Scfareier, is an American 
oiiector of couture (she 
sgards Azzedine AJala as her 
ercest competitor). She rarely 
uys things to wear. She col- 
lets because couture is a 
redo us commodity, and she 
ecps her purchases wrapped 
p for designers and re- 
iarchers to view. Collectors 
ke her keep the skills of the 
rtisans, the backbone of haute 
nuure, alive and preserved. 
Couture is no longer about 
> riling trends - we now have 
i ady-to-wear to do that. It is 
ure fantasy, escapism for the 
i csigners and an effective way 

i f selling cosmeLics and 
reused products. Fortunately 
a ie Brits are holding the reins, 

_ id as history has proved, we 
c not very good at letting go. 
ong may it continue to thrive. 
The vocabulary of couture is 
onctuated by certain words, 
hich strangely enough best 
scribe the work of several of 
5 maestros: 

xqnisfte would be Dior, which 
ith the seemingly unstop- 
ible force of John Galliano at 
» helm produced an al- 
gethcr stunning collection. 

In a frenzy of Mata Hari 
cets Edwardian a, the refer- 
ices came so thick and fast 
at at times they were hard to 
ke in: from Lautrec to Mucha 
KlimL Belle tpoque maha- 
nees stalked the Bagatelle 
ardens (complete with (bun- 
ins and suspended chan do- 
rs) in suits of grey tweed, 
ipping with fox fur and jew- 
i. There were filigree dia- 
ante handbags, ankle 
auclets and a variety of fin- 
r accoutrements, all exquis- 
• - and, most genius of all, 
:c stretch boots that looked 
d acted like stockings, sup- 
■rted by teetering red lacquer 
els by Manolo Blahnik. 

iblime goes to Jean Paul 
lultier and his Russian- 
ihodox-inspired collection. 


PHOTOGRAPH: KENT BAKER 



Gaultier draws inspiration not 
so much from history, as from 
his own back catalogue. Here 
is a designer who is as uncom- 
promising as he is poetic. Suits 
that fitted like a glove and tied 
effortlessly at the neck, won- 
drous. all-in-one trouser suits 
over plain cashmere knits, and 
a finely quilted dress that sent 
the audience into a frenzy. 

From a dress beaded in a 
tiger-skin design (head, tail 
and all) to a Russian coaL My 
favourite piece was a dove- 
grey, decollete sweater dress. 

Snmptnous would be Giv- 
enchy, where the youngest cou- 
turier on the scene, Alexander 
McQueen, produced an extra- 
vagant collection to take the 
viewer on a round-the-world 
trip. 

Let’s make no bones about 
it, here was a beautifully cut col- 
lection, from tartan suits and 
cut-out bird motifs (a nod to 
previous McQueen highlights) 
to a body-covering, rich coral 
plisse two-piece with black, 
lace-trimmed shawl sleeves and 
a birdcage hat, complete with 
bird. McQueen and rewarded 
the throng with a perfect pale 
pink trouser suit banded with 
white Chantilly lace, and a 
decollete black kimono-sleeved 
bodice, embroidered in a Chin- 
ese style, twinned with a stiff 
lace penal skirt and finished 
with a huge sQver Victorian 
bangle-style waist clincher. 

The look was grand, as were 
ihejperegrine falcons who took 
their bows with the designer 
and his muse Honor Fraser. 

Opnlent describes Ungaro. 
Here was a collection that I was 
desperate to see, for I had 
heard that this man fashions 
his clothes himself, not on 
dummies hut on real girls, and 
without the use of paper pat- 
terns. Chez Ungaro, everything 
is cut from cloth while the girls 
pose for the muster. Once 
again, here were beautifully 
crafted clothes ranging from 
bias-cuL draped tartans, 
marked with Technicolor pais- 
leys, richly encrusted, to frou- 


frou concoctions of Lace and 
feathers. Narrow sleeves and 
shoulders gave the body an air 
of perfect grace and serenity. 

T j u nrifluiK k Ch rforinn T .ipmrt. 

As each outfit emerged from 
beneath a red velvet concoc- 
tion of braiding and tassels fit 
for a king, the sheer wealth of 
decoration hit me. Lacroixs 
use of all things bright and 
beautiful is unlike anybody 
else’s. The fabrics are hand- 
woven, exactly what I consid- 
ered to be real couture. It 
smelt rich, and judging from 
the workmanship it was. 

Gold-fringed fishnet bolero 
jackets were worn over 
minidresses by pomp ado ured 
women, so perfect, so exag- 
gerated they looked like living 
illustrations. Swagged and 
draped impossibly, dress after 
dress was more breathtaking 
than the last. Finally, the bride 
appeared in a long, pleated veQ 
of black organza, wearing a 
black dress heavy with glass 
beading graduated from black 
to white. It was an amazing 
sight - and just when you 
thought it was all over, out 
popped another, this time in 
peach. 

Lacroix, whose house is just 
over a decade old, offers old- 
school couture in the way 
Worth did. The demand is still 
there: his couture and wedding 
dresses sell, and his dreams 
become reality. 

Perfection was Yves Saint Lau- 
rent, whose collection at first 
glance looked not a million 
miles away from Escada. I 
looked again and it all became 
clear. The craftsmanship was 
possibly the best of the week, 
aad the make so subtle that the 
clothes seemed to have been 
untouched by human hands. 

When he took over the reins 
at Dior in 1957, St Laurent 
single-handedly rejuvenated 
couture. He retains the stan- 
dards of quality and perfection, 
with a faultless collection of 
simply beautiful clothes. Light 
Lo handle and with sleeves to die 
for, the tuxedo suits were still 


there, as were the stalwart clas- 
sic wrap dresses of yesteryear. 

This was a collection meant 
to be worn, and the audience 
loved it Nan Kempner, one of 
the women for whom couture 
is more important than ready- 
to-wear, briefly shook my hand 
and smiled before Yves beck- 
oned. She was whisked into the 
salon to take her seat long 
before the journalists. Here 
was his sternest critic, for 
should the collection be good, 
the designer would be 
rewarded with orders, far more 
important than a few lines of 
newsprint. 

Refined could only describe 
ChaneL It was dean, and freed 
from the restrictions of over- 
embellishment, just as Coco 
Chanel would have wanted. 
The look was wanton: Miss 
Havisham meets Anne Rice, 
with wild hair and accessories. 
Karl Lagerfeld has the ability 
to piece together historic ref- 
erences to make collections 
that are intrinsically modem. 

Ostentatious: The Italians, 
Valentino and Versace, deserve 
a joint mention for the inter- 
national flavour they bring to 
Paris. Although not traditional 
Parisian couture, this pair 
introduced an air of refreshing 
quality to the proceedings in a 
modem take on couture 
meets ready-to-wear. 

Versace buyers ‘ 
are the expensive jet r. • 
set, with children ; . ' 
and all, . bottle hbl - 
blondes doing the 
Euro circuit with fat 
wallets and a penchant for , 
glitz. And glitz is what they 
gat Dresses that seemed to 
shimmer when still, catching 
any available beam of 
light as they moved. 

The clothes? A 


of Arc meets ]H 
Vionnet. ■ 

Like Versace, 
the master dress- 
maker Valentino 
showed an SmC7 
Eighties- ■■ 

inspired col- BpS, 
lection. This was. 
however, much : 
more ostentatious 
than Versace’s, with X 
feathers, dyed chin- 
chilla, and a snakeskin 
cummerbund to hold 
them all together, J 
Beaded faggotting on J 
leather skirts and m 
jackets added to the B 
drama of the col- jH 
lection, as did Ks. 
Cindy Crawford, JK 
whose robust sil- 
houette ^B|| 

swamped those 
of her fellow 
clothes- AK 
horses. 


From the top: 
red sheath dress with 
feather headdress, by 
Emanuel Ungaro. 

Left, pale tulle overdress 
with gold beating right, 
brown duchesse satin, 
cape-backed floor-length 
dress; 

both by ChaneL 
Centre, liquid sBvet, 
(hoped toga dress, by 
Yves Saint Laurent. 

Left, liquid grid, draped 
nrinldress decorated 
with 

Byzantine 

crosses, 

Vtersace 


m 


<■ w. 


L 1 Above, classic Dior j 
\ \ grey tweed 
V i geometric jacket 
with bidt-in hour- ; 
VB glass corset, worn j 
^B with matching 
WJ bias-cut skirt, by 
* John GaHiano for 
Christian Dior. 
Centre, flac bordeflo 
ball-ihess decorated 
with flowers; far left, 
vivid orange duchesse 
sa tin bridal gown with 
full-length veil;; both by 
Christian Lacroix. 

Left, classic McQueen 
touches - Dante beaded 
corset and leather cut- 
out skirt; centre, spiral- 
seamed mermaid dress 
with lace bolero and 
visor veil; both at 
Givenchy. 

Far left, richly 
embroidered Edwardian 
hourglass jacket with 
beaded bell sleeves, 
with white mini- bustle 
backed skirt and 
chevron pleated top, by 
John GriBano for 
C hr istian Dior; mickle, 
Chinese-inspired, fur- 
trimmed robe; front left, 
Aran-knit ballgown; 
right, quited eiderdown 
Empire-fine dress; aH by 
Jean Paul Gaultier j 
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We’re making the last three days of the Selfridges sale even more unmissable with a further 10% discount on all sale 
items. So make sure you’re there on Friday 25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th of July. You’ll get your money's worth. 

SELFRIDGES 
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Yes, Mr Brown, this was praise well-earned 


Qjo. in the present disagreement 
^kbetween Guid Gordon and Sin 
r^Chy, the forces of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund have sided with 
the Labour Chancellor. According to 
the IMF his first Budget is “an excel- 
lent start”. Not entirely surprisingly, he 
agrees. Certainly, given the IMF's star- 
nog role in the collapse of the last 
Labour government, its judgement will 
be much relished in the Treasury. Is it 
possible that, in some sunless corner of 
that melancholy building (which it is 
impossible to visit without being 
rt^jinded of some Victorian Institute 
for the Mentally Infirm) a bone-white 
gleam of triumph flickers across 
Mr Brown’s pale countenance? It is. 

For - the IMF's blessing comes at a 
particularly useful moment. A couple 
of miles due east of the Treasury, there 
bas been a rising rumble of hostility to 
Mr Brown’s Budget. It has echoed 
through banks and insurance compa- 
nies, and become the common con- 
versation at wine bars and Conran 
restaurants. It bubbles from the inner 
conclaves of the aim ost-in dependent 
Bank of England, whose monetary 
policy committee is not wildly enthu- 
siastic about the Budget 

In brief, the criticism is that 
Mr Brown should have raised taxes on 
consumers straight away, so checking 
tty&boom and preventing steady rises 
in ■'interest rates. That would have 
reined in an unsustainably strong 


pound and helped prevent a very hard 
time for British exporters, the effects 
of which will come next year ... just 
when the tax rises bite. Instead, his City 
critics argue, he has done thin g; the 
wrong way around. The opinion-form- 
ing classes may have a better August as 
a result, using the strong pound to buy 
fine meals in French market towns; but 
the cost mil be borne in lay-offc and 
misery during 1998. On this view, the 
Treasury’s explanation that this is a 
Budget for the long term cuts no ice*, 
the best way to have a successful long- 
term policy is to get it right in the short 
term, time after time. 

Let us leave aside, for the time 
being, the rich ironies in all this - City 
critics attacking a Labour chancellor 
for not being tough enough on the mid- 
dle classes, while he defends hims elf by 
pointing out how tough he's being on 
public spending. More to the point 
who's ri^ht? We should note, first that 
the City is not speaking with one voice. 
There are many senior people who take 
Mr Brown's side, arguing that the fis- 
cal tightening needed to reverse the 
interest rate rises would have had to be 
huge; and that the critics underestimate 
the effect of the tough control over 
public spending. However, the IMF 
also goes out of its way to warn of the 
dangers of the consumer boom, even 
suggesting new consumer taxes as one 
solution. Shrewd observers will remem- 
ber that the argument about the right 
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mix of policy, as between interest rates, 
taxes and public spending, never ends 
and is never resolved. 

All that said, it is clear that the 
pound is unsustainably strong. It is 
dear too that public spending is hor- 
ribly right And it is dear that the 
middle d asses, particularly those with 
private pensions and substantial mort- 
gages, are going to have a tougher time 
in the 12 months ahead, however much 
they enjoy their foreign holidays in the 
meantime. The changes to mortgage 
interest tax relief, which would have 
hardly been noticed by many had 
interest rates been stable or falling, wiD 


smart in the present climate. 

So, after an early period during 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has been a darling of the media and 
popular in the country, gaining 
applause for his move on the Bank of 
England, and warm reaction for his 
Budget, Mr Brown is likely to enjoy the 
next phase rather less; and he won’t be 
tire only one. There will be pay prob- 
lems in the winter. Some of those who 
voted Labour for the first time in May 
will be wondering whether they were 
right by next spring. And the pound 
may indeed be causing some lay-offs. 

We think, however, that this is pain 


that must he gftnft thnMigh; and that the 
Chancellor will emerge looking 
stronger, not weaker. The early stages 
of the new regime for a more inde- 
pendent Bank were always { 2 ping to be 
tricky. With its' fiercely anti-inflation- 
ary mandate, it is more likely to keep 
policy too tight than too loose. It will 
make mistakes. So the first few “inde- 
pendent” hikes in base rates will cause 
opposition politicians, and some 
Labour ones, to protest -that this was 
an eoonomic as well as a constitutional 
mistake. 

Then things will settle down. Wfc wfll 
get used to anew world in which rates 
are not set by politicians - the same 
world in which most of the rest of the 
developed economies live. Tight 
though tiie expenditure plans axe, the 
Treasury's early determination to keep 
public spending under firm control will 
pay off later in the political cycle. If 
Mr Brown can reverse the (rid trend, 
whereby Labour governments splurged 
early and were then obliged to raise 
taxes as the election loomed, he will be 
doing his party a signal service. 

More important than any of that, 
however, is the fundamental Labour 
pledge to improve education and train- 
ing. It is on that, as well as more con- 
ventional Tfeasuiy policies, that the 
Chancellor would wish to be judged. 
We remain sceptical about whether suf- 
ficient resources have been ruthlessly 
channelled that way; but it will be years 


before we really know. In the mean- 
time, a steady shift away from what has 
been called the middle-class welfare 
state, and towards schooling and the 
excluded, will be welcome. Mr Brown 
needed the IMF's blessing. He also 
needs the support of middle-class 
voters. But he is more likely to get that 
support, and keep to, by convincing 
them that he has a firm, long-term 
policy for low-inflation, high-education 
growth, than by trying to give them an 
easy 1998. 

The operatic 
plot thickens 

L uciano Pavarotti may not read 
music, but he certainly can sing. Sir 
Jeremy Isaacs is in a different league. He 
gets paid to be an opera house director 
- £10,000 a month -but has no opera 
house to direct, in feet is being paid as 
a TV producer while not directing an 
opera bouse. Before his contract ran out 
he left Covent Garden, which then (out 
of apparently unlimited public funds) 
paid a successor- for the few weeks she 
lasted. Sir Jeremy's successor but one, 
Mary Allen, is directing the opera house 
(vacating Covent Garden during its 
refurbishment) but is not being paid 
until September. There could be a les- 
son here. Or not, as the case may be. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1 Student fees: 

< nation must 
: foot the bill 

Sir If the nation is going to benefit 
*' from a better-educated work-force, 

* then the nation should pick up the 
, bill for the educational fees. If 

I gradates do truly earn more 
: Because of their degrees, then they 
; already contribute more through 
fee higher taxes they pay. Any 
■ expansion of higher education 
. should therefore rapidly become 
. self-financing as fee new graduates 
embark on their careers. 

The proposed undergraduate tax 
. -for that is what charging students 
£1.000 a year in tuition fees is - 
looks like little more than yet 
another way of reducing 
government expenditure by 
transferring a universal tax burden 
on to a small group of people at the 

• veiy rime in their lives when they 
will need every penny they earn. 

This is grossly unfair, not least 
because it is a flat-rate tax to be 

. levied regardless of either ability to 
pay or future earnings potential. 

Do we really believe feat 
tomorrow's £25,000-a-year teacher 
should pay the same as tomorrow's 
£250,000-a-year lawyer or 
• financier? 

KC^AMES 

' Rodney Stoke, Somerset 

Sir. It is misleading for Mark 
Tweedale and others (letter, 19 
July) to suggest feat Britain's 
higher education system is 
somehow less accessible than those 
of France and Germany. Only a 
small minority of those registered 
as students in those two countries 
actually graduate with a university 
award. The completion rales in 
Spain and Italy arc even lower. 

The universities of our major 
European panne is recruit vast 
cohorts of school-leavers and then 
eliminate most of them through an 
unforgiving selection procedure in 
subsequent years. British 
universities enable all those who 
apply themselves to their studies to 
graduate within the three or four 
years allocated for undergraduate 
courses. 

Rather than emulate our 
^"■ntinental neighbours, whose 
universities offer entry to all hut 
prizes to few. we must ensure that 
our students continue to benefit 
from a supportive learning 
environment at every stage of 
study. If all those who enter 
university can count on fulfilling 
study and look forward to t 

graduating with a qualification of [ 
value, then they should not balk at > 
a share in the financial investment 
that this will necessitate. 

RAUL TAYLOR 
The Unix ersity of Greenwich 
llimhi'ic/i Campus 
London SE1S 

Sijgjpo the children of the poor will 
gel their university degrees free, 
and quite right too. The children of 
the rich will have all their expenses 
paid by Daddy and Mummy, as 
m * usual. It Ls only fee children of fee 
middle dosses who will set out in 
life crippled by debt. 

They will no doubt respond 
either by dropping out or by going 
for the most lucrative jobs possible, 
and few will go in for ill-paid public 
service. How can society benefit 
from that? 

. PJ STEWART 
; Oxford 
Fir 

*■ Sin 1 congratulate The Independent 
.. .. for opening a debate on university 

education in your leading article of 
__ fJP July and in particular 1 
commend the subtlety of the 
““ . challenge. Among fee telling painls 



arc some carefully inserted silly 
ones, obviously designed to 
provoke response. 1 especially like 
the deliberate anachronism in fee 
doubt whether an arts degree is an 
adequate preparation fora 
commercial career, and the clever 
choice of Spanish (of all subjects) 
to illustrate fee problem. 

If you learn Spanish you can 
advertise your products to over 
three hundred million people in 
their own language, and you can 
trade more directly with some 25 
different countries. You can also 
address fee huge and growing 
Spanish-speaking population of the 
US though their more intimate 
culture. 

Spanish departments these days 
teach courses designed to meet fee 
demands of the next century. My 
own department includes modules 
on commercial Spanish and 
Spanish in business, with a 
qualification presented by fee 
Madrid Chamber of Commerce. U 
supplements language study with 
“cultural" elements such as Spain 
since fee death of Franco, ETA, 
Argentina and fee Falkland^’ 
Malvinas Islands, and society and 
development in Latin America. 
This is not \o say that we teach only 
whal is commercially viable, but 
that we give students the 
opportunity to choose “preparation 
for a commercial career 4 . 

PETER BEARDS ELL 
Professor of Hispanic Studies 
University of HuU 

Sin It is claimed that the desired 
expansion in higher education 
cannot be met by the public purse 
and young people will have to pay 
£ 1,000 per year towards their 
university tuition. 

Universities arc already in a dire 
financial situation and that £1,000 


is needed in addition to 
government funding. Tuition fees 
should represent an additional 
source of income to fee university 
sector, rather than a redistribution 
of payment between society and 
the individual. 

NICK HAMM 
Thames Dillon, Surrey 


Spooks can be 
prosecuted 

Sin Your comments (“£1 .4bn pile 
of junk through the letterbox", 

17 July) on the latest annual report 
from the Data Protection Registrar 
quote the registrar’s intention to 
examine “whether some aspects of 
fee work of the intelligence services 
could be brought into fee data 
protection fold", because “crime 
fighting... may well fall under data 
protection laws", but omit 
reference to the most crucial 
element of his long-standing issue. 

If an organisation should register 
under fee Data Protection An (for 
some or all of its activities) but (toes 
not, then fee registrar cannot 
enforce fee principles of good 
practice on which the Act is based, 
and individuals are wholly deprived 
of fecir rights established' by fee 
Act, including, for instance, fee 
(qualified) right to obtain a copy of 
their personal data and to correct 
this information, if necessary. 

All that the registrar can do in 
those circumstances, if 
appropriate, is to prosecute the 
organisation for non-registration (a 
criminal offence). In this context it 


is perhaps worth pointing out feat 
the intelligence services are not 
government departments and, 
therefore, could be prosecuted by 
the registrar. 

FREDDY KOSTEN 
Data Protection News 
Cap Gemini UKplc 
London 51*8 


Patent cruelty 
to animals 

Sir The European Parliament’s 
decision to allow animals to be 
classed as patentable inventions 
(“Europe gives green light to gene 
law", 17 July) could lead to huge 
increases in animal suffering. 

If the proposed directive 
becomes law in its present form, 
patents on small animals will 
become readily available. The 
British Union for fee Abolition of 
Vivisection (BUAV) believes that 
this would provide a huge 
commercial incentive to animal 
genetic engineering. Genetic 
engineering is now the fastest 
growing area of animal 
experimentation, wife 226,618 
esperiments being carried out on 
animals with “harmful genetic 
defects” in 1995. 

Laboratory animals are 

genetically engineered to act as 
models or painful human diseases. 
Farm animals, already pushed 
beyond their natural limits, have 
been genetically engineered to 
grow quicker or bigger, and have 
suffered from ulcers, muscular 
weakness, poor vision and other 


disorders as a result Additionally, 
genetically engineered animals may 
suffer from severe, even lethal, 
unpredicted side-effects. 

The classification of animals as 
“patentable inventions" goes 
directly against the growing - 
recognition of fee inherent value 
and rights of animals. This was 
emphasised at fee recent EU 
summit meeting in Amsterdam 
where a protocol to the Treaty of 
Rome classifying animals as 
“sentient beings" was adopted by 
all member states. 

The Council of Ministers will 
now consider fee proposed 
directive. We urge the Government 
to take this opportunity to press for 
a ban on all animal patents. 

MIKE BAKER 
Chief Executive 

British Union for the Abolition of 

Vivisection 

London N7 


Scotland still a 
sovereign nation 

Sir The Government tells us feat 
the devolution White Paper “will 
make it clear that sovereignty will 
slay with fee Westminster 
Parliament” (“Blair tells Scots to 
go it alone", 21 July). 

The White Paper cannot do 
this. Sovereignty cannot stay 
where it has never been. This is 
not just a question of the 
sovereignty of the Scottish people. 
It is also a question of whether the 
Act of Union created a single 
sovereign state or a political union 


between two sovereign states. 

The bulk of fee text of fee Act 
of Union rehearses things which 
fee Westminster Parliament may 
not do. This Is not a mark of a 
sovereign power. The Act of 
Union no more transferred 
Scottish sovereignty to London 
than fee Treaty of Rome 
transferred it to Brussels. Any 
government attempt to change 
this would be a constitutional 
change so big that devolution 
would be trivial by comparison. 
Ead RUSSELL > 

House of Lords 
London SWI 
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Coping with 
catalogue debts 

Sin Your headline “Catalogue debt 
sends women to prison” (17 July) 
could cause unnecessary concern to 
millions of women who purchase 
from catalogue mail order 
companies. It has not beat open to 
a creditor to seek the 
imprisonment of a debtor in the 
manner suggested in fee article 
since the latter pan of the 19th 
century. 

The traditional catalogue mail 
order companies provide audit in a 
responsible manner and only after 
careful assessment of fee 
application received. Should a 
customer experience financial 
difficulties, then generally, if the 
company concerned is contacted at 
an early stage, attempts wfll.be 
made to come to a suitable 
arrangement, thus causing as little 
distress as possible. . 

KEITH MTAMUN 
Director 

The Mail Order Traders' Association 
Liverpool 


Invest in housing 
for the future 

Sir: Polly Toynbee's article on rent 
levels (21 July) is not far off the 
mark. The fun ding regime for our 
members, the housing associations 
and trusts, has meant higher rents. 

I have observed the knock-on 
effects with growing concern, 
including a higher housing benefit 
bill and shrinking incentives for 
those on benefit to take up 
employment 

Decent housing is critical to the 
success of policy areas ranging 
from social security and health to 
education and law and order. The 
Government’s flagship policy, its 
welfare-to-work initiative, wifl face 
an unnecessarily uphill struggle if 
those coining off benefit find their 
increased income swallowed by 
housing costs. 

The last government White 
paper. Our Future Homes, showed 
that between 1979 and 1994 we 
continued to spend £18bn on all 
forms of taxpayer support for 
housing, but the switch from bricks 
and mortar to personal subsidy 
meant significant investment cuts, 
rocketing benefit bills and fee 
poverty trap so eloquently 
described inPoUylbynbee’s article. 
The technical complexities of 
rebalancing subsidy arrangements 
are huge, but we must start wife 
clear strategic objectives. 
Investment in homes rather than 
benefit must be a priority, lowering 
housing costs and creating an 
environment more likely to let 
people flourish. 

Housing cries out for decent 
funding. The Government has 
made a welcome start, by releasing 
local authority capital receipts. 
Those of us who work in housing 
would urge fee Government to 
think now about a long-term 
strategy to ensure that fee nation is 
boused adequately and affordably. 
JE COULTER 
Chief Executive 
National Housing Federation 
London WC1 


Home to bed, 
not parliament 

Sin Tina Thompson (“Feeding 
frenzy”, 18 July) is quite right when 
she says feat at 930pm small 
children should be in bed in peace* 
and quiet It has got nothing to do 
with “atrocious Victorian" values. 

It is simply the best for fee child. 
Feeding time should be a quiet 
time where mother and child can 
concentrate on each other and not 
on a noisy debate. Being breast-fed 
in Parliament or the US Congress is 
not shocking, it is simply of no 
benefit to the baby. 

ESOWELS 

Gerrmds Cross. Buckinghamshire 


Gas vapours 

Sir. One can but welcome Nelson 
Cunnington's concern for scientific 
literacy m environmental matters 
(Letters, 11 July). In fee same spirit 
of accuracy, one should record feat 
water vapour, in common wife 
virtually all tri -atomic gases, is, in 
fact, a powerful greenhouse gas. 

Without fee benefit of the 
“benign greenhouse" effect caused 
fay water vapour, fee earth would 
have a mean temperature well 
below freezing. The other 
greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide, 
methane etc, add to fee warming 
caused by the water vapour wife a 
resultant enhanced greenhouse 
effect. 

Professor EHBILUETr 

Brunei Unh'ersity 

fsleworth, Middlesex 
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Fine 


He who pays the piper 
should call the tune. 
England subsidises 
the Celtic Fringes, 
says Neil Lyndon, so 
its citizens should also 
have a vote on 
devolution for its 
neighbours 



Should the Engffeh feel responsfoffity 
for such events and figures from the. 
past as CuUoden (left}, Wiliam Wa&Ce 
(top), Robert the Bruce, and Ofiver 
Cromwell? Mary Evans Picture Library 


Let the English voice be heard 


A lex Salmond is not 
readily discom- 
posed. Master of 
his facts, sure of his 
arguments, the 
Convenor of the Scottish 
National Party - formerly an 
economist in the oil industry 
and then with the Bank of Scot- 
land - usually emits a constant 
air of confidence. When, how- 
ever, a particular question is 
voiced, his cheeks seem to 
whiten a shade and his dark 
eyes flicker with alarm. 

The question is this: 

Why are political and eco- 
nomic relations between the 
constituent countries of the 
United Kingdom to be deter- 
mined solely by the wishes of 
the people of Scotland, Wiles 
and Northern Ireland? If the 
people of England are the 
majority in the United King- 
dom and if those other peoples 
i as the 
(government 
wealth in the UK. shouldn’t the 
people of England have a voice 
in the shaping of their relations 
with their neighbours? 

Salmonds discomposure is 
momentary. He whips back an 
answer. -There is a case for a 
referendum on devolution for 
the whole of the United King- 
dom," he savs. Then he adds a 
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depend upon Englanc 
principal source of govi 


rider which characterises the 
peculiarly inverted logic with 
which debate about the future 
of the UK is often infected: 
“But if the UK voted against," 
he says, “then Scotland would 
have to have its own referen- 
dum on independence.’* 

Salmond explains that a ref- 
erendum in the UK might repli- 
cate the grotesqueries of the last 
days of the Soviet empire, when 
the Baltic states were pressing 
for independence and the ques- 
tion was referred to a referen- 
dum of the entire Soviet elec- 
torate. The result was that the 
Russian majority determined 
that the Baltic minorities should 
stay in their subservient place. 
This could not be allowed in the 
LTC. said Salmond If the Eng- 
lish majority voted to retain 
Scotland under the powers of 
Westminster, the Scottish people 
could not be bound by that vote 
but must be given the right to 
determine their own sovereign 
rights in their own exclusive ref- 
erendum. 

Thus, as often happens in 
this debate, a blind hare of 
argument is set running in cir- 
cles of paranoia. On the face of 
it, Salmonds point seems fair; 
but the analogy upon which it 
rests is false. Scotland does not 
exist in political and economic 


relations to England that are 
comparable with those of the 
Soviet Union and Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia. So far 
as anybody can tell, the major- 
ity of the people of England 
have no interest in enforcing 
political authority over Scot- 
land (or \Hfales or Northern 
Ireland). So far as it is possible 
to see, the people of England 
are actively in favour of Scottish 
devolution. A proportion of 
them couldn’t care less whether 
Scotland remains part of the 
UK or becomes an indepen- 
dent self-governing nation. 

Very little evidence has been 
gathered to tell us what the 
English think about the future 
of the UK During the past 50 
years - since the revival of 
nationalist movements in 
Northern Ireland, the discovery 
of North Sea oil which re- 
ignited demands for Scottish 
independence and the rebirth of 
Plaid Cymru - argument about 
the government of the peoples 
of tne British Isles has been 
dominated by the voices of 
minorities in the Celtic Fringes. 

In September 1995, MORI 
presented a paper to a confer- 
ence at London's Guildhall 
University with the title "The 
Scots Want Devolution, but do 
the British?". Based upon sur- 


Gross rare: the interest rate before deduction of lower rare tax. 
+ Net race: the interest rate after deduction of lower rare tax. 

* High Interest Investment Account: interest paid quarterly. 

• TESSAs: rate effective from close of business 31 July 1997. 
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Allied Irish Bank (GB) interest rates. 

Effective from close of business 14 July 1997. 


Current Accounts: Interest paid quarterly 

Gross%* 

Net%+ 

Business Plus Account lmum access. 
£250.nno+ 

4.25 

3.40 

£100.(1011 - 249,999 

3.75 

3.00 

£50.000 - 99,090 

3.15 

2.52 

£1(1.000 - 49,99y 

2.65 

2.12 

High Interest Cheque Account insane access. 
£10.000+ 

3.65 

2.92 

£2.500 - 9.999 

2.40 

1.92 

Current Extra Account Insum access. 
£10.0110+ 

0.75 

0.60 

£51 KI - 9.999 

0.50 

0.40 

Savings Accounts: Interest paid annually 
High Interest Investment Account * 30 days notice. 
£luu.iinu+ 

5.85 

4.68 

£50,01 H» - 9sj.y9v 

5.35 

4.28 

£25.000 - 49.999 

4.75 

3.80 

£0 1.000 - 24.999 

4.00 

3.20 

£5.000 - 9.999 

3.25 

2.60 

£2.500 - 4.999 

2.00 

1.60 

Summit Account 7 days notice. 
£100.000+ 

4.25 

3.40 

£50,000 - 99.990 

3.75 

3.00 

£25.000 - 49,909 

3.25 

2.60 

£10,(HK.» - 24.999 

2.00 

1.60 

£5.000 - 9,999 

1.25 

1.00 

Demand Deposit Account liucmt access. 
£50.1X10+ 

2.50 

2.00 

£25.1X10 - 49.999 

1.75 

1.40 

£5,000 - 24,999 

1.00 

0.80 

£1.0i Mi - 4,999 

0.25 

0.20 

£1 - “99 

0.25 

0.20 

TESSA* C».50 , J« per annum 

Follow-up TESSA 

£5.000+ 6.75? A per annum 

£3JXH) - 4.999 6.25% per annum 
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veys of representative samples 
of people in England, Scot- 
land and Whies, this document 
remains one of the only author- 
itative guides to opinion on 
the mainland, as a whole, of the 
British Isles. 

Participants were asked the 
question “If a majority in Scot- 
land voted in a referendum in 
favour of setting up a separate 
Scottish assembly, with some 
taxation and spending powers, 
do you think they Should be 
allowed one, or not?” Sixty- 
eight per cent of English 
respondents replied “Yes, they 
should be allowed." Fifteen 
per cent did not know. Seven- 
teen per cent said “No, they 
should not be allowed." ' 

MORI’s poll asked a further 
question which produced strik- 
ing results. Asked which form 
of government for Scotland 
they, themselves, would most 
like to see (as opposed to the 
form which might emerge from 
a referendum of Scots alone), 
51 per cent of English respon- 
dents said they would like to see 
Scotland remaining part of the 
UK but having its own 
devolved assembly with some 
tax and spending powers. The 
percentage of Scots who would 
favour that arrangement was 52 
per cent, only one per cent 
more than the English. Nine 
per cent of the English even 
favoured the prospect of Scot- 
land clearing out of the UK 
altogether and becoming a sep- 
arate nation, an independent 
part of the European Union. 
Only 20 per cent of Scots 
favoured this option. 

The English taxpayer's feel- 
ings about Scottish (and Welsh 
and Northern Irish) devolu- 
tion or independence might be 
even more definite and ardent 
if he or she had a clear idea of 
the present costs and benefits 
to the UK Treasury of the 
Celtic Fringe peoples. Every- 
body's views might be more 


clearly focused if we knew the 
answers to questions such as 
“What does Scotland cost or 
contribute to the UK Trea- 
sury? Is Scotland in surplus or 
in deficit to the rest of the UK 
especially England? These 
questions touch on the most 
ftindamental principles of 
democracy in these islands. The 
watchwords here are those of 
Lord Camden in a debate on 
the American Colonies in the 
House of Lords, 10 February 
1766: “Taxation and represen- 
tation are inseparable ... what- 
ever is a man’s own, is 
absolutely his own; no man 
hath a right to take it from him 
without his consent, either 
expressed by himself or his rep- 
resentative^ 

If Scotland produces more 
wealth for the UK than it con- 
sumes, then the 
case for Scotland 
to determine its 
own relations with 
the UK for itself, 
is incontestable. 

Why should the 
rest of us have any 
voice in deciding . 
whether or not * 

another people 
should continue to subadise us? 

If, however, the true position 
is that England subsidises Scot- 
land, if it is true that every Eng- 
lish taxpayer is providing ben- 
efits to Scottish citizens, then 
the question is reversed. Why 
should the Scots, as dependent 
beneficiaries, have the sole 
voice in determining whether 
or not they should coadnue to 
be subsidised? Should not the 
English taxpayer have a say? 

“I love this debate,” says 
Alex Salmond. “It's what I 
came into politics to pursue. 
There is no argument about the 
true position. Treasury figures 
this year confirm that the UK 
is in deficit to Scotland. 
Between 1979-1995, Scotland 
recorded a £27bn absolute sur- 


plus of revenue over expendi- 
ture to the London ’Reasuiy.” 
This figure depends upon an 
assumption of Scottish owner- 
ship of 90 per cent of North Sea 
oO revenues. Even so, he says, 
it is not the full sum of Scot- 
land’s subsidy to the rest of the 
UK, which needs to take 
account of Scotland’s 
inequitable share of GDP bor- 
rowing. 

But far from there being “no 
argument” about the true state 
of fiscal relations between Scot- 
land and the UK Treasury, 
there is, in fact, nothing but 
argument. The document 
everyone falls out about is the 
mildly -titled 'Government 
Expenditure and Revenue in 
Scotland 1994-5, published in 
October 1996 by the Econom- 
ics Advice and Statistics Divi- 


^Why should the Scots, as 
dependent beneficiaries, have the 
sole voice in determining if they 
should continue to be subsidised 9 


sion of the Scottish Office Edu- 
cation and Industry 
Department, in Glasgow. If the 
findings in that report are true, 
Mr Salmond and the SNP 
haven’t got a fiscal leg to stand 
upon. The overall picture it 
draws is that, per head of pop- 
ulation, Scotland provides its 
fair share of tax revenues to the 
UK Treasury but takes far 
more. 

In 1994-5, for instance, gov- 
ernment expenditure specifi- 
cally incurred on behalf of the 
residents of Scotland was 
£23.1bn or 10 5 per cent of the 
corresponding UK total. Scot- 
land’s population share in 1994 
was 8.8 per cent. This works out 
at genera] government expen- 
diture per head of population 


of £3,614 in England compared 
with £4,505 per head in Scot- 
land. If you say that general 
government expenditure in 
England is 100, in Scotland it 
was 203 for trade, industry, 
energy and employment; 197 
for housing; 131 for education; 
and 11 1 for law, order and pro- 
tective services. In no depart- 
ment of government spending 
was expenditure in Scotland 
lower than in England. 

In 1994-5, the fiscal deficit - 
the extent to which total gov- 
ernment expenditure in Scot- 
land exceeds tax revenues 
raised in Scotland - is estimated 
to have been £82bn, excluding 
North Sea Revenues and pri- 
vatisation proceeds: Even if all 
North Sea oil revenue and out- 
. put are attributed to Scotland, 
the 1994-5 fiscal deficit was 
still £6bn. 

The SNP has 
denounced these 
findings as being 
politically moti- 
vated, saying “the 
results ... were 
presented by min- 

isters as evidence 

that Scotland was 
subsidised by 
London." In turn, the SNP has 
been derided by Jim Stevens of 
the Scottish Labour Party and 
the University of Strathclyde 
for making “a puerile slur on 
the professional integrity of 
government economists". 

Tinting as it is to prove the 
true position regarding Scot- 
land, there is, truly, “no argu- 
ment" about Northern Ireland. 
Even Alex Salmond agrees that 
Northern Ireland stands in fis- 
cal deficit to the UK Treasury. 
Given that deficit, ought not 
the people of Britain to be 
asked whether or not they wish 
to continue to subsidise North- 
ern Ireland, containing as it 
does a substantial proportion of 
the population who detest the 
United Kingdom and, espe- 


cially, its English majority? 

Alex Salmond blanches at ; 
this question. "It would not be 
an edifying spectacle," he says, : 
“to see Britain renege upon its 
historical obligations and hang 
Northern Ireland out to dry. 
They (the peoples of Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ire food) : 
should be able to choose 
whether to be part of the UK 
choosing their own destiny." 

But why should thev be given . 
sole and sovereign right to exert 
that choice without an equal 1 
and reciprocal right being ! 
extended to the people of Eng- 
land to say whether or not they 
wish to continue paying for the 
peoples of the Celtic Fringe? 
What are these historical oblig- 
ations Alex Salmond sees as 
being binding? ^Ilace. Robert . 
the Bruce and Glencoe? 
Cromwell, the Battle of the 
Boyne and the martyrs of the . 
Easter Uprising? It would, 
indeed, be most revealing if the 
people of England were to.be 
asked to say what degree of 
interest, let alone of personal ‘ 
obligation and responsibility 
they felt for those historical 
events. 

In his recent book On His- 
tory, Eric Hobsbawm has writ- 
ten “history is the raw mat;' ial 
for nationalist or ethnic or fun- 
damentalist ideologies as pop- 
pies are the raw material for. 
heroin addiction." Perhaps the 
debate about the future of the 
United Kingdom could be con- 
sidered too important to be poi- 
soned in the quagmire of his- 
tory and “historical 
obligations”. If Britain’s con- 
stitutional arrangements are to 
be effectively modernised 
according to democratic prin- 
ciples, the question of fiscal 
relations between the neigh- 
bouring peoples of these islands 
offers more than enough for 
Lhem to argue about. One of 
those peoples is the English. 
They ought to have a voice. 


Funny business on the classroom circuit 


I was up in London the 
other day, trying to find 
out which was the first 
train I could decently come 
home again on, when who 
should 1 bump into in the 
purlieus of Soho but my old 
friend Adrian Wardour- 
Street, doyen of British PR. 

“AdrianI" I cried. “What 
new devilry are you up to?" 

He winced at ray rural 
heartiness and dragged me 
into a place where they sell 
very strong coffee in very 
small quantities. 

“Buy me an espresso and I 
will tell you," he said. “But 
speak softly, for I was at the 
River Cafe Iasi night til] late." 

"Good heavens 1 ." L cried. 
“Does the River Cafe really 
exist? We provincial folk 
thought it was a joke 
manufactured by Londoners 
to make us jealous!" 

“No, no." he said. “It 
exists. It is not very real but 
it exists." 

"And where is it? I have no 
itku.” 

“Nor I," he said. “I’ve only 
been there at night, by Laxi." 

“So tell me. Adrian, what 
are you up to now?" 

He looked round 
cautiously. 

“I have a small child in 
tow." 


I looked round, baffled. 

“Metaphorically,” he said. 
"A new client." 

“Surely you're not talking 
about that 12-year-old girl 
who has had a baby!?" I 
exclaimed. “In any case, i 
thought Max Clifford had 
taken that one over?" 

“So he has," muttered 
Adrian, crossing himself as 
he heard the cursed name. 
"No, I have something better 
than that. I have the world's 
youngest stand-up 
comedienne on my hands. 
She is ...” He paused for 
effect, “...eight years old". 

“An eight-year-old 
comedian!?" 

He nodded gloomily. 

“It isn't just mothers who 
are getting younger. It’s 
comedians too. Wc used to 
think that the Frank Skinner 
lot were young. Not any 
more. Victoria Pesto is eight 
years old and what’s more, 
she’s out working on the 
circuit already." 

“I don’t believe ill” I said. 
“Where does she gel her 
material from?" 

"Well, you know how 
young comedians arc always 
harking back to their school 
days for their material? 
Saying things like, ‘Have you 
noticed that bullies at school 



Miles 

Kington 

are never called Fatty?’ or, 
‘Remember how there was 
always one boy in the class 
who farted?' ” 

“Sort of," 

“This girl is harking back 
to her pre-school days." 

“I don’t believe it!" 

“Oh, sure. After all, it’s 
the only material she knows 
first-hand. She has one 
routine which starts: ‘Hey, do 
you remember your first day 
at school? Wfcsn’t that a 
pisser?’ " 

“I don’t believe iti" 

“ *Do you remember the 
way your mother brought 
you to the door of the 
dassroom’ ", continued 


Adrian relentlessly, “ ‘and 
then, when she thought your 
attention was distracted, just 
vanished, right? And you saw 
your mum had gone, and you 
thought to yourself, "That’s 
it, 1 am five years old, my 
mother has gone and I now 
have to feud for myself, for 
the rest of my life, and the 
only person I have to help 
me is a teacher who is plainly 
off her push chair because 
she is saying, ‘Victoria, how 
would you like to learn how 
to make a little doggy out of 
spaghetti hoops?’, and I warn 
to say, ‘Lady, you are exactly 
the land of incompetent 
teacher that David Blunkett 
is going to leave on the 
doorstep for the binmen to 
take away 1 , but I can’t, 
because I am in this 
madwoman's power, so I say 
to myself, I have been 
abandoned by my mother, I 
have two choices, I can cry 
non-stop for the rest of the 
day or 1 can do realty wicked 
things in my underwear’...” 
“Stop!" 1 cried. “I cannot 
believe this!” 

“Nor could L" said Adrian 
gloomily. “Then she docs (be 
routine about how to 
embarrass your parents by 
asking about sex. and a 
routine about gay clergymen.” 


4 


“What kind of a routine 
can an eight-year-old girl do 
about gay clergymen?” 

“It goes a bit tike this." 
said Adrian dully. “ Tfey 
girls, want to know how to 
get the wind up your 
mother? Just say to her, 

“Mum, what's a gay 
clergyman?". And she'll say 
to you, “Well dear, when 
two men are very fond of 
each other...", and you say. 
“Oh, Mum, I know what gays 
are! What are clergymen?" 

And shell be so freaked out 
by [Kinking that you know all 
about sex and nothing abosr 
religion that she’ll demand*'' 
that your father gives you a 
God talk! Can you imagine? 
Your embarrassed father 
saying, “Well have you ever 
wondered where the birds 
and the bees come from?” 
and you saying, “Well, father, 

I imagined they evolved from 

E rimitive flying organisms tty 
jarwinian process...” and 
him squirming because it is 
so embarrassing for him to 
talk about God, more so 
than sex ever was 1 ...” 

“Stop!” I cried- “I want to 
hear no more!” 

“You will," said Adrian 
grimly. “You’re going to hear . 
a lot more of her before she £ 
is veiy much older.” 
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The Siberia pact 

is a chilling 

omen for Hague 


T X 7’ eD * W5 “issed While 
W **“ Treaty of Novosi- 
T T birsk was being ham- 
mered out, the British press 
oops was fast asleep. Round 
mh round the parked prime 
ministerial aircraft walked Tony 
Blair and Paddy Ashdown, 
keeping carefully inside the red 
lines Russian immigration offi- 
cials had painted on the tarmac. 

In the early morning sun- 
shine of Siberia, as the 
snoozed through the stopover 
on the way back from Hong 
Kong, the two party leader! 
negotiated their subversive 
agreement. Its ultimate signifi- 
cance can only be judged years 
hence; but, unlikely as it may 
seem, Novosibirsk may take its 
modest place alongside Maas- 
i tricht and Lira chouse as the 
unlikely scene of a deal with 
huge consequences for British 
party politics. 

It may not seem very much, 
tSf creation of a “joint cabinet 
committee’* . comprising six 
members of the governing party 
- Tbny Blair, John Prescott, 
Gordon Brown, Jack Straw, 
Robin Cook and Ann Thylor - 
and five from the Liberal 



pressure to demonstrate that 
ms party is as wide-awake as 
ever, by encouraging it to attack 
Labour fiercely where the two 
do not agree. 


Menzies Campbell and Bob 
Madennan. Whether it ran rea- 
sonably be called a “cabinet" 
committee at ah must be ques- 
tionable. Is it, therefore, simply 
another talking shop, which wifi 
meet irregularly and go nowhere 

- a sop to the Lib Dems? Well 

the. treaty-makers don’t think so; anrf nor do 
the seething critics of the deal in both parties. 

This agreement was not forced on the Prime 
Minister by the electors. It is not a case of politi- 
cians being pushed together in a shotgun 
aflspnee. On the face of it, Blair has opened the 
detefr of government to a party that reoaved far 
fewer votes and seats than his, and agreed to dis- 
cuss some of the most sensitive issues with it 

In fact both Blair and Ashdown have taken 
a considerable risk. By including the-Liberal 
Democrats in formal discussions on constitu- 
tional reform - continuing in government talks 
which began in opposition - Blair knows be will 
alienate some in hk party. There are senior and 
vociferous, though so far private, critics of this 
whole business. Furthermore,. Blair, now 
exposes himself to a high-profile walkout if be 
reaeges on any key part oil the reform-agenda 

- the Lib Dems could “do a Heseltine". Due 
day, that might be damaging- ■ • ’ • 

1 Ashdown, by contrast,, risks incorporation. 
One of the most striking and repetitive themes 
of the new administration is die way in which 
it reaches oat, and pahs possible aides or oppo- 
nents into its embrace. Outspoken business 
leaders; newspaper owners; vocal and popular 
leftists (like Tbny Banks); pundits; all have been 
offered chats, access ana sometimes jobs. 

Is this soft, dissent-calming embrace simply 
being extended to the Liberal Democrats, as 
the main non-Labour voice of radicalism, in 
order to defuse a possible source of embar- 
rsQfng parliamentary opposition? Is it all about 
lulling them to sleep? Lib-Dem critics will say 
yes, of course; Mr Ashdown will be under 


Andrew 

Marr 

One has to 
conclude 
that Blair 
and 

Ashdown 
meant what 
they said 
about a new 
style of 


by the fact that the two parties are 
going to be talking about policies 
they may quarrel ewer. Once the 
patties get down to the nitty-gritty 
of the membership and agenda 
for the commission on electoral 
reform, for instance, there is 
ample room for serious dis- 
agreement Ditto Sootiand. Lords 
reform and the Bill of Rights. 

So why, given the risks, did 
the Siberian compact happen at 
all? Blair didn’t have to do fhfc. 
Ashdown has no pressing need 
to get into a row with some of 
bis more traditional MPS and 
party officials. - 
One hesitates to say this. As 
a hack one is pre-programmed 
not even to think it. But one is 
driven to the inescapable con- 
clusion that Blair and Ashdown 
meant, all along exactly what 
they said; that their rhetoric 
about pluralism and a new style 
of British politics is sincere; and 
that they are long-term politi- 
cians ra every sense. 

That does not mean that cold 
political advantage is irrelevant. 
Far from iL Unless this is a false 
Siberian dawn (which I doubt), it 
is another stage in a reshaping of 
politics which is hugely in Bair’s 
interests and in the interests of 
the reformist, pro-European and 
liberal politics winch Ashdown 
its. As Biter Mandebon said in Ms 
Blair Revolution, members of the two 
parties “want to right the same wrongs, to end 
the same , injustices" and their remaining dif- 
ferences “are becoming increasingly blurred”. 

Now we have, as of yesterday, a situation 
where those members share what is effectively 
a common leadership on some of the main 
questions of the day. Tbday, the constitution; 
tomorrow, surely, Europe too. 

Just think what that means for yesterday's 
ruling party. Already some moderate Conser- 
vatives are in near-despair about their lead- 
ership and medium-term prospects. If William 
Hague is naive enough to continue to push the 
anti-Brussels, anti-reform agenda very hard, be 
will find people peeling away. Some such pri- 
vate discussions have already begun. 

•■At that point; an. invulnertble-seeming 
alliance of moderate and pro-European politi- 
cians. running right across from the old Tbiy 
left to the old Labour centre would start to 
emerge under Blair’s leadership. Unless they 
changed their tone, the Conservatives would be 
in danger of shrivelling to a dissenting faction 
- a patty of splenetic commentators - and the 
traditional markers of party politics would blur. 

Whether, in the long term, that would be 
good for democracy. I rather doubt, though dis- 
sent and criticism will always bubble up some- 
where. But it would dearly be good for New 
Labour, and the Liberal Democrats, and all 
their supporters in the country. At first sight, 
the Treaty of Novosibirsk looks innocuous and 
small It is neither. W fee opposition MPs will 
sniff the wind from Siberia, and shiver. 


also 
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Graduates turn their 
backs on corporate life 


M ost people’s 

reaction to the 
news that yet 
another execu- 
tive has been 
sacked with a golden hand- 
shake is one of outrage: what 
an extraordinary world we live 
in when failure is rewarded for 
better than success. 

The numbers can certainly 
be extraordinary, particularly in 
the United States. Last week 
John Walter was ousted as pres- 
ident of AT&T the telecom- 
munications giant, and will 
receive nearly $26 m; earlier 
this month Gilbert Amelio left 
Apple Computers with $7m, 
which looks quite modest when 
compared with the $90m paid 
to Michael Ovztz when he left 
Wall Disney last December. 

Here the numbers may be 
smaller, but still are for beyond 
the imagination of most ordi- 
nary womng people. This week 
Umted Utilities got rid of Brian 
Staples, its chief executive, who 
will receive an estimated 
£600,000 for two years of basic 
pay, phis perhaps other benefits. 
AJJ this makes the £10,000 a 
month beingpaid to Sir Jeremy 
Isaacs - not lor failure, just for 
resigning early from the Royal 
Opera House - a pure bargain. 

The response of marry peo- 
ple to these pay-offe is that 
there should be some restric- 
tion on the contracts that lead 
to them. British institutional 
investors have sought tocut the 
length of such contracts, for it 
is early t emanation that leads 
to the big pay-out. In the US 
similar pressures for change 
are mounting. 

But what should really be 
alarming about the trend 
towards large pay-ofls is not so 
much then* apparent unfair- 
ness, but rather what they say 
about the relative attractiveness 
of top jobs. The pay-offs are 
just a symptom of a much more 
destructive ailment fewer and 
fewer really bright people want 
to take on top jobs. 

Apple Computers is a prime 
example. As we reported yes- 
terday, the company very much 
needs a new chief executive. It 
has gone to a head-bunting 
agency, but apparently the job 
is not attractive to any estab- 
lished figure in the computing 
industry. Now you could argue 
that Apple is a special case, for 
it has been making enormous 
losses. But the core business 
seems sound. It surety ought to 
be possible to get good people. 

ftrtb difficult -and from my 
own conversationswitij business 
people, filling top jobs is now 
always difficult - this must be 
because the risk/reward ratio 
has shifted adversely. The risks 


by Hamish McRae 



For many hjgh-calfiire graduates, starting their own business is more attractive than climbing the company ladder 


The alarming tiling about huge pay-offe is 
what they say about the attractiveness of top 
jobs - fewer really bright people want them 


are greater than ever before 
(with ever-changing products, 
more demanding customers, 
and stock-holders watching 
every quarter’s earnings). The 
rewards do not seem particularly 
great Mien compared with safer, 
Jess stressful jobs that still pay 
considerable salaries. Result: 
payments for executives in large 
companies have been ratcheted 
up further and further, and no 
one who is any good will take co 
a tricky job unless there is an 
enormous, golden parachute 
available if things gp wrong and 
they have to bail out 

If that seems alarming 
enough, there is an even deeper 
layer of concern: if top jobs are, 
relatively speaking, less attrac- 
tive, how do you get good 
young people into companies in 
the first place? 

Three of four years ago I was 
talking with a personnel chief at 
one of the five largest compa- 
nies in the world. He was seri- 
ously worried because his com- 
pany felt that it could no longer 
attract the best people from 


universities. The firm had to 
make do with the second and 
third best, which would in 
another 20 or 30 years' time be 
a disaster fin- the firm. The best, 
he believed, went either into 
investment banking or man- 
agement consultancy, both of 
Much paid more and offered 
more fun. 

Now it is not even dear that 
these two favoured professions 
can attract the best Sure, they 
can pay very well but that is not 
enough. As we have been 
reporting in this paper, many 
young people are rejecting the 
corporate life and its values. It 
is not just that they do not want 
to get home, night after night, 
at 10pm. and be in at 730 the 
next morning. It is also a ques- 
tion of values: the best want a 
freedom that no large bureau- 
cracy can easily offer. 

For them, too, the relative 
attraction bas shifted. The 
grind is tougher than it used to 
be; and there is now a host of 
other ways of earning a good 
living, maybe even a better 


one. For many that means start- 
ing their own business. 

In many ways this is won- 
derful. One of the reasons for 
the sustained growth of 
employment in the US is the 
enormous numbers of new 
businesses being created. Big 
companies downsize; small 
ones hire. Here in the UK we 
have much higher levels of new 
business creation than on the 
Continent More than half 
Europe'sventurecapital indus- 
try is here in Britain. Seismic 
changes arc taking place in 
technology which make it much 
easier for small business to cre- 
ate high-quality goods and ser- 
vices, particularly in software, 
entertainment and some 
branches of high technology. 

The success of entrepreneurs 
is reflected in social attitudes. 
Start a small business, make a 
fortune and you are hailed as a 
hero. Grind your way up a 
large one, get a substantial 
salary plus some stock options 
and you are pilloried as a fat 
cat No wonder many of the 


best of the young prcfei to he 
on their own. 

But if this is good for one 
pari of the economy, it also car- 
ries the gravest dangers for 
others. If our large companies 
have 10 pay more u* keep their 
top people that is certainly a 
worry. But if they cannot hire 
the best of the young that is an 
even greater worry as inevttahly 
they will shrink, losing even 
more jobs in the process. If 
even consultants and invest- 
ment banks, those darlings of 
the 1990s, are finding it harder 
to recruit and retain they too 
will soon start that long. slow, 
painful process of decline. 

There are two responses to 
this. One is to say that this is 
economic Darwinism: thai the 
decline of the present batch of 
large companies is natural and 
inevitable, and we should just 
be relieved that new businesses 
are sprouting to lake their 
place. 

The other is to say: wait a 
minute, surety it should be pos- 
sible for large enterprises both 
to think of better ways to plan 
changes in top management, 
and even more important, to 
create an environment which is 
more attractive to the potential 
top managers of 20 years' time. 
Meanwhile, next time you read 
of a golden handshake do not 
be outraged (well, not for too 
long); be concerned. 


Doctors must accept that 
they have to play God 


orae years ago my father had a 
Hat coronary bypass operation for 
L J heart disease. The first question 
le surgeon asked when assessing him 
as, “How old is your youngest child?" 
he unstated message was that patients 
ith young famili es to care for would get 
riority. My father, who then had a mne- 
sar-old daughter, got his operation m 
weeks although he had’beeu told 
ie waiting list was f° ur months. 

That seemed to me then - inl981 - 
ad seems to me now a humane way to 
roceed. Of course I am biased For all 
know someone else on the waiting list 
ied because the surgeon, the most 
minent in his field at the time, helped 
iy father to jump the queue. 

Michelle Paul tiie 15-year-old 

berdeen giri who suffered fiver failure 

ter raking half an-Ecstasy tablet, was 
inied a liver transplant because some- 
ie else was judged to be in greater need, 
esterday, Aberdeen's Sheriff’s court 
tied that the decision was made on 
edkral not moral grounds. The trans- 

. u:inn> and her 


It is right that 
surgeons deciding 
who should receive 
transplants should 
consider social 
factors, says 
Jeremy Laurance 

ground of drug or alcohol abuse in a 
patient “coloured the thinking" of sur- 
geons assessing them. Aloohbncs would 
be required to stop drinking for at least 
six mon ths before their case fora trans- 
plant would be considered, he said. 

Sir David was asked if Jhis did not 
amount to playing God. His response 
was instinctive: “I think that’s inevitable 



fit"? 
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iffered irreversible brain damage. 

But Dr Sanfey admitted that socim 
■oMcms such as drug taking h^Lto be 
ken into account when conadetJhS 

hich patients.were smtaMbfot “SnS" 
bdl Success is not achieved when the 
ansplanted patient*, ^th a^ty 
serted organ, is discharged _ from 

i. i m. T”. n flfrlnnC 
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ust be followed rigdfodsty.if the organ 
to lasL Doctors have to make a 


UtgjIlbULOCAAU y. 

pablc of following such a re^nne. is 

at a medical or amoral dwsion._ 
There is intense debate about fh^e 

aitere within transplMi dtit^^nd 
yond them. Sir DavriCutec. tte 
Idical officer of Scotland and. former 
rector of. the fiver unit 
5yal Infirmary to which MWwflePjud 
»s admitted, said last year that a back- 


Via 1* * ■■■ w 

death all the time. Part of the calculation 
of risks and benefits involves the setting 
to which the patient returns and the 
ability they have to cope medically and 
socially with the pressures.” 

Few doctors are prepared to speak as 
frankly as Sir David out all know thai 
social judgements frequently "intrude 
into medical decisions. Doctors’foave a 
responsibility fo . .limited NH S 
resources to the best effect Soznetime^ 
as in my father’s case, a dedtioriwhether 
or not to treat (or hdw soon), has rami- 
ficatioos beyond the immediate patient 
The judgement becomes dearly 
moral when doctors attempt to assess 
the social worth of patientSYather than 
Iftni tmg themselvw snictfy CO cakatetipg 
the benefit treatment can bring. This 
was the charge levelled by Michelle s 
grandmother, Margaret Pine, who 
asked the doctors who had refused her 
grand-daugbter a transpfanrwhy the 
former Rangers and England soccer- 
star Jim Baxter, whom she described as 
an “ex-alcoholic football played, had 


been entitled to two liver transplants. 
Mrs Pine claimed, in effect, that the 
doctors bad rejected Michelle because 
she was a drug user with do social stand- 
ing who had brought her problems on 
herself The refusal of treatment on such 
grounds is dearly unacceptable. 

A related row erupted in 1993 over 
the case of Harry Elpmck, a 47-year-old 
smoker who was told by consultants at 
Wytheoshawe hospital, Manchester, 
that they would not conduct a test to 
determine whether he needed heart 
surgery unless he quit, his 25-a-day 
hatm_ He reluctantly complied but died 
before he could see doctors again. 

Such cases have worried the profes- 
sion. ABMA survey in 1993 found that 
one in four junior doctors said smokers 
and drinkers should get lower priority 
for treatment, prompting the association 
_ to warn doctors not to deny patients 
'..treatment solely' because of their 
lifestyle, and to resist pressure to treat 
“low risk,, high benefit" patients to 
obtain the best value for money. The 
only consideration for the doctor should 
. 1 be whether the patient was likely to 
benefit from the treatment, it said. 

The BMA is right to insist that 

- doctors strive to ensure that patients are 
in the best condition to obtain the 
maxmnnh benefit from treatment. On 

‘that bass, doctors have successfully 
aigoed that social issues such as smok- 
~xqg are mdistmgtrishable from medical 
ones. When resources are limited it is 
"also right that they should choose who 
is to be treated (or hew soon) on the 

- basis of cfinkal need and the chances of 
success. Livers are.in short supply and 
it wouldbe a derogation of the doctor’s 
duty to- ignore circumstances which 
could affect the outcome of treatment 

- -Whether sadr considerations should 
JncJude the impact <rf treatment on the 
- 'wider famil y, as in xqy fatherVcase, is 
cnxxecootrov^rsiaL Sc^aiguethatsuch 
. decisions are tod important tobe left to 

doctors. The answer tothcanisthat they 
are too important to be ignored. 


Preserve the lewd 
labourer and other 
building sights 


I f the construction, industry bas its 
way, building sites of the future 
will be populated by polite, well- 
dressed men who avert their gaze 
when members of the opposite sex 
walk by. The Considerate Con- 
structors’ Scheme, launched last 
week, aims to improve the industry’s 
image by outlawing sloppy appear- 
ance and lewd behaviour. Wolf- 
whistling labourers who wear their 
trousers at half-mast will be sent 
home by firms that sign up. 

While the scheme 
will be greeted with 
relief by the legions 
of women whose 
hearts sink at the 
prospect of passing 
a building site, 
others will mount 
the demise of a phe- 
nomenon that is as 
integral to the Eng- 
lish summer as rain 
at Wimbledon. 

TAfe are talking, of 

course, about 
Builder’s Cleavage, 
that vision of white 
flesh spilling out over an impru- 
dently positioned waistband, that 
glimpse of a part of the anatomy 
rarely displayed outside the bed- 
room. Not the most edifying spec- 
tacle, particularly on an empty 
stomach, but surety a part of our 
rich cultural tapestry. 

There are other compelling rea- 
sons why the scheme should he 
resisted. This is not a trade 
renowned for its punctuality. What 
time wifi the builders turn up if they 
hours in front of the mirror in 
morning? Tfea breaks will stretch 
on for ever as dotting is anxiously 
checked and adjusted. 

. Certainty, the issue begs several 
questions. Why do builders buy 
trousers that are too small and wifi 
inexorably descend to a location 


below the beer gut? Are they not 
aware of the invention of the belt? 
Does the trade attract ooty men 
who enjoy leering, or do they pick 
up the habit after joining? Are 
builders born, or made? 

Better, instead of dwelling on 
such matters, to contemplate how 
colourless life would be without 
them. Builders, after all are the 
purest incarnation of that endan- 
unrecoostructed male. 
., they are a useful yardstick 
to judge now far 
modem men have 
really progressed. 

Builders have 
evolved, too. Keen 
observers of the 
breed will have 
spotted anew phe- 
nomenon that 
reflects changing 
fashions. This is 
Builder's Boxer 
Shorts, visible when 

that garment rides 
up over the top of 
the trousers. 

But builders are 
not just comical; they are a walking 
health warning. With those huge 
greasy breakfasts, mugs of tea with 
three sugars, and 40 fogs a day, it is 
a marvel that they are actually 
alive. And if their catcalls offend 
imagine how addled their brains are 
on a daily diet of Radio 1 . Remem- 
ber too, that a rough exterior may 
conceal a sensitive, poetic soul. 
Beneath that dirty singlet may beat 
a heart yearning for romance. 

Companies are already joining 
the new scheme, so if you come 
across a group of hfuflders looking 
forlorn, don’t be surprised. And if 
you want to raise their spirits, try 
those immortal words: “Cheer up, 
love, it might never happen." 

Kathy Marks 
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Arnault launches raid on GrandMet shares 


Andrew Yates 


Bernard Arnault yesterday opened 
a fresh front in his campaign to block 
the planned £23bn merger between 
Grand Metropolitan and Guinness, 
by juggling shareholdings held in boih 
the UK dnnks companies through his 
French luxury goods group. LVMH. 

In a move that caught the stock 
market completely by surprise, the 
flamboyant Frenchman launched a 
raid on GrandMet's shares and smul- 
taneousty started to reduce his hold- 
ings in Guinness. The move came less 
than a week after he made an em- 
barrassing U-turn over his alternative 
plan to merge the drinks business of 


all three companies and demerge 
GrandMet’s fopd manufacturing and 
fast-food operations. 

Dealers said yesterday that Mr Ar- 
nault probably spent more than 
£450m buying GrandMet shares, 
taking its stake in the company past 
10 per cent. LVMH part funded the 

S trcbasc by reducing its stake in 
uinaess from 14.2 per cent to 
around 12 percent, raising more than 
£*00m in the process. 

According to an LVMH spokes- 
man. Mr Arnault was prepared to 
carry on amassing shares in Grand- 
Met and reducing his holdings in 
Guinness in an attempt to gain 
enough stock to block their merger. 


“Mr Arnault and LVMH now 
have a variety of options and buying 
more shares in GrandMet and sell- 
ing more in Guinness is one of 
them,” the spokesman added. 

Analysts believe that Mr Arnault 
could end up with enough shares to 
scupper the Guinness-GrandMet 
deal. “Mr Arnault is trying to scare 
GrandMet and Guinness into doing 
a deal with him. He would end up 
with around 18 per cent of Grand- 
Met if he sold all his Guinness 
shares and bought GrandMet shares 
with the proceeds. That could well be 
enough to block a merger,” said one 
leading drinks’ analyst 

To block the deal LVMH needs to 


have at least 25 per cent of the stock 
owned by those GrandMet share- 
holders that attend a meeting to sanc- 
tion the merger. An 18 per cent 
shareholding m the company could 
wdl be enough to cany the vote, given 
that not all GrandMet’s private and 
institutional shareholders are likely 
to attend such a meeting. 

Mr Arnault is determined to force 
Guinness and GrandMet to accept 
alternative merger plans he formal- 
ly tabled, and subsequently amend- 
ed last week to create a £15bn wines 
and spirits business, comprising the 
Moet Hennessy part of his LVMH 
group, the IDV drinks arm owned by 
GrandMet and the United Distillers 


business of Guinness. 

Originally, Mr Arnault was seek- 
ing a 35 per cent stake in the new 
group but was now willing to accept 
a much lower state, perhaps less than 
30 per cent, to appease Guinness and 

GrandMet shareboiders.Bur Guin- 
ness and GrandMet have spumed the 
proposals. 

LVMH has chosen to increase its 
stake in GrandMet as it was blocked 
from increasing its shareholding in 
Guinness, “Mr Arnault undertook 
not to increase his shareholding in 
Guinness but there are no restrictions 

on him selling shares and he could 
sell his whole stake,” a Guinness 
spokesman said yesterday. Mr Ar- 


nault had already spent more than 
£800m buying a 6.4 per cent stake in 
GrandMet prior to yesterday’s raid. 

Dealers yesterday said that BZW, 
LVMH’s broker, was offering to buy 
three GrandMet shares for 630p as 
long as the seller was prepared to buy 
two Guinness shares for 600p. 
GrandMet's share price dosed at 
622p, up 16p on the day while Guin- 
ness's price slipped 9.5p to 598p. 

“Mr Arnault could have financed 
the deal without selling shares in 
Guinness. But it would have been 
tight and he has already spent a lot 
of LVMH’s money to get a deaL This 
is a dever and sensible way to fund 
the deal” one analyst said. 


The raid on GrandMet’s shares 
came just 24 hours after he tended his 
resignation from the board of Guin- 
ness. He has been at loggerheads with 

the board and Guinness's chairman. 
Tony Greener, since- die UK drinks 


sresignat 

likely to be ratified by Gun^sss' 
board tomorrow. Now he is no longer 
a (firedor be can sell more shares even 
though our dosed season begins to- 
morrow," a Guinness spokesman said 
Mr Arnault he plans to woo 
institutional shareholders by bolding 
a series of top level meetings over the 
coming weeks. 

Comment, page 17 


$L7bn deal 
makes BAT 
Mexico king 


An amnesty for garden sprinklers and a warning for the water companies 


Samecna Ahmad 

BAT the tobacco to insurance 
group, is buying Mexico's 
largest cigarette maker for 
U£$1.7ba (£lbn) in a move 
which vaults it past rival Philip 
Morris in the lucrative Mexican 
tobacco market. 

BAT said the acquisition of 
Barcelona-based Cigar era La 
Modcma (CLM), part of Ihe 
seeds and packaging combine 
Empresas La Modcma, would 
gjve it over 50 per cent of the 
Mexican market. 

Mexico is the world's 1 5th 
largest tobacco-selling market, 
with sales of more than 47 
billion cigarettes a year. CLM's 
only rival is Cigatam. which is 
50 per cent owned by Philip 
Morris and which has a 45 per 
cent market share. Martin 
Broughton. BAT'S chief execu- 
tive said: “1 wish there were 
more opportunities like this. 
This offers us the rare oppor- 
tunity to buy a sizeable and very 
profitable player in a growth 
market.” 

CLM owns three of the top 
five brands in Mexico - Boots, 
Raleigh and Montana. The 
move will also increase BAT’s 
stranglehold on the Latin 
American cigarette market, 
where it currently has a 60 per 
cent market share. 

Analysis agreed that a move 
into Mexico made sense, but 
some were concerned about the 
timing of the deal, which follows 
just weeks after the US tobacco 
industry agreed a tentative 
S368bn settlement against future 
tobacco litigation. Mark Duffy 
analysis at SBC Warburg said: 
“This is fine strategically, but it's 
an odd lime given that BAT 
doesn't know how much it will 
be spending on US litigation." 

.Another analyst said: "Ciga- 
rettes will become increasingly 
litigation riddled outside the 
US. but BAT seems to be 
putting on a brave face and sav- 
ing there's still life in tobacco." 

However. Michael Prideaux, 
a spokesman for BAT insisted 
that it is business as usual: 
"Our compare doesn't stand 
still just because difficult things 
are ha 


The deal, which BAT believes 
will add SI 40m to its tobacco 
profits, which reached £245 m in 
1996 and will be broadly earn- 
ings neutral in the first full 
year, takes the company into a 
fast-growing and litigation-free 
new market. Mr Prideaux said: 
“US style litigation is not like- 
ly to cross the river. Smoking re- 
lated litigation is very rare in 
Mexico. There is less incentive 
to litigate as there are no puni- 
tive damages. The causal link 
between someone causing an in- 
jury and the injured is also 
harder to prove." The Mexican 
economy has also stabilised 
over the last few years, with con- 
sumer spending recovering and 
GDP forecast to grow at 3 per 
cent a year over (be next ten 
years. According to Mr 
Prideaux GDP is the main dri- 
ver of sales of branded ciga- 
rettes. BAT. also has the option 
of using 15 billion cigarette 
spare capacity at the CLM 
plant to export. 

Empresas La Modema was 
previously owned and man- 
aged by BAT. but during the 
1970’s, the group was required 
to reduce its shareholding to 50 
per cent by legislation restrict- 
ing all foreign investment in 
Mexico. The minority was finally 
sold in 1989. According to one 
analyst: “This is a good buy. 
BAT knows this business and 
market already. And now is a 
good time to get into the mar- 
ket." Philip Morris recently in- 
creased its slake in Cigatam 
from 29 per cent to 50 per cent 

The terms of the deaL which 
comprises Slhn in cash, a $5U0m 
loan note and $212m debt 
involves BAT taking a 5U per cent 
share now with the option to take 
full control at no extra cost. Full 
control is likely by the end of this 
year. The deal pushes up BAT s 
gearing from around 40 per cent 
currently to over 60 per cent. 
BAT'S share of any US litigation 
settlement would take that to 
over 80 per cent. 

However, the company was 
not worried by the level of 
debt. “We’ve been there before 
when we bought Farmers. 
Interest cover will still be 
comfortable. 



ITC move 
on levies 
could 
cut bills 

Cathy Newman 


Mike Kinski, chief executive of Southern 
Water, part of Scottish Power, stands on top 
of a mountain of garden sprinklers handed in 
by customers in exchange for less thirsty 
water spray guns under an ’amnesty' 


announced by the utility. Southern said it had 
handed out 10,000 spray guns in 10 days. 
Meanwhile Ian Byatt, the director-general of 
Ofwat, the water industry regulator, has 
warned that any water company that fails to 


deliver on mandatory leakage targets could 
face a special administration order, Ofwat’s 
ultimate regulatory power that effectively 
places a company into administration 
through the courts. Photograph: PA 


Late deal expected over Boeing merger 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 

David Usbome 

New York 


Expectations were high in 
Brussels and Washington last 
night of a last minute deal be- 
tween the US and the European 
Union over the proposed $14bn 
(£8.4bn) Boeing- McDonnell 
Douglas merger which could 
prevent a trade war. 

Karel \bn Mien, the EU com- 
missioner responsible for merg- 
er decisions, told European 
foreign ministers, meeting in 
Brussels, that Boeing had pre- 


sented new proposals which 
were being urgently examined. A 
Commission decision to block the 
merger had been expected today. 

Robb Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, voiced optimism about a 
deaL saying the new proposals 
related to Boeing's exclusive 
contracts with three airlines - 
Delta, Continental and Amer- 
ican - under which the carriers 
cannot buy from other manu- 
facturers. The issue of exclusive 
contracts was one of three rea- 
sons given by the Commission 
for opposing the merger. 

The merger would cut the 
□umber of large commercial 


aircraft producers from three to 
two, wrapping McDonnell Dou- 
glas's commercial airline oper- 
ations into those of Boeing. 
The EU is concerned that a new- 
ly enlarged Boeing - which al- 
ready accounts for 60 per cent 
of the sales of large commercial 
aircraft -would enjoy an over- 

over^Ajrbus Industrie, the 
European aircraft consortium. 

Details of the new proposals 
were not immediately avail- 
able, but Mr Cook said: “It re- 
mains a very real possibility that 
that it will be possible to reach 
agreement." 


In the US, President Bill 
Clinton said he had focused on 
the issue over the past three 
days and would continue to do 
so. “I think there is a way to 
work this out. I am hopeful that 
by Wednesday, when the Com- 
mission meets, an agreement 
wOl have been reached.” 

The President said the key 
concern in the US was “that only 

the anti-trust considerations 
play a role b this decision and 
that we do everything we can to 
avoid a more political decision, 
which would lead to an unfor- 
tunate trade conflict between the 
United States and Europe.” 


still just because difficult things Interest cover” will still be j foreign ministers, meeting in The merger would cut the that it will be possible to reach tunate trade conflict between the 
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The White House had pre- 
viously warned that it would 
challenge any move by Brussels 
to block the merger. . 

Despite the apparent break- 
through. there were still signs of 
tension on both sides of the At- 
lantic last night. 

A group of 50 US Repre- 
sentatives from California, yes- 
terday called oa the President 
to keep a stiff resolve in deal- 
ing with Brussels. “The Presi- 
dent needs to draw the line 
because it is clear that we are 
on the right side of the compe- 
tition question.” declared Rep- 
resentative Jerry Lewis. 


The Independent Television 
Commission yesterday an- 
nounced proposals to change 
the way in which ITV compa- 
nies’ payments to the Treasury 
are calculated The move could 
reduce annual bills for some 
broadcasters by millions of 
pounds. 

The industry watchdog's 
long-awaited document on 
licence renewal suggested that 
levies in future should be tied 
primarily to a company's ad- 
vertising and sponsorship rev- 
enues. Each ITV company's 
payment to the Treasury varies 
wildly, and is heavily infirfpeed 
by the cash bid paid wheh the 
lirences were awarded in 1993. 

Some broadcasters are pay- 
ing milli ons of pounds more 
than others because they had to 
outbid rival operators for a 
franchise in 1993. And some pay 
a higher percentage of their 
sponsorship and advertising 
revenue, or Percentage of Qual- 
ifying Revenue (PQR), than 
others. 

STV and Central both pay 
only £2.000 annually because 
they did not have to outbid m 
other broadcasters. By con- " 
Hast, HTVs £22m contribution 
each year reflects a tough con- 1 
test against three other con- *. 
tenders. 

The ITC said yesterday that 
“as a general rule”, 75 per cent •$» 
of an ITV franchise's total pay- ;a 
ment would be derived from x- 
PQR. A spokesman added: ds 
“We're shifting the balance -k 
away from the cash bid ekmrat u - 
to allow for the greater Acer- h- 
tainties of the future.” 10 

Last year around 60 per cent t" 
of the £4 12m the Treasury re- 
ceived from the entire ITV 
network stemmed from the as 
cash bid, and almost 40 per cent viz 
from the PQR. of 

ITV companies also learned bit 
yesterday they had three op- '7. 
poitunities to apply for licence ‘ 0 . 
renewal before the 10-year li- — 
ceoces awarded in 1993 run out 
Companies can apply at the ear- 
liest by the end of next year, for 
licences taking effect from 1999. 
Licensees can also apply for re- 
newal at the end of 1999, or at 
the latest at the end of 2000. 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

Alter 25 years in the chair. Lord 
Hambro would have chosen 
different circumstances in which 
to bow out from his eponymous 
banking group, but he wasted no 
lime addressing Ihe only issue 
exercising a packed annual 
meeting. High Noon at Tower 
Hill, if had been billed, and 
Charlie came out guns uhlazing. 

He would take no questions 
on the Co-op affair or the Nor- 
ton Rose report into Hamhros" 


role, he said. "1 believe, how- 
ever. that we acted quickly and 
decisively in commissioning an 
independent investigation and 
acting on it. We base received 
resignations from all the direc- 
tors we believe it is appropriate 
should leave the bank." 

Sir Chips Keswick, his suc- 
cessor. for whom by implication 
it would not have been appro- 
priate to resign, agreed that a 
line had been* drawn under the 
affair as lar as the bank was con- 
cerned. Bui the first nun-fam- 
ilv member to head the 


company since Carl Joachim 
Hambro set up shop on King 
William Street tn 1839 admitted 
the Bank of England and Se- 
curities and Futures Authority. 
Hambros' regulators, might beg 
to differ. 

Despite the resignations of 
Nigel Pnmling. head of corpo- 
rate finance. Peter Large and 
Andrew Salmon. Hambros is 
continuing to discuss the failed 
£1.8bn bid with the Bank and 
SEA. Sir Chips said the regula- 
tors would probably not make 
a judgement for a couple of 


months. In the meantime. Lbc 
hunt for a group chief executive 
was off - “we had too many lay- 
ers before and now we have one 
less”. Sir Chips confessed. 

The unfortunate Andrew Re- 
gan business out the way. Lord 
Hambro then turned his atten- 
tion to steering his swan-song 
back from the brink of farce. It 
had been taken there by an 
octogenarian rabble-rouser call- 
ing himself Mendax who is fast 
becoming a regular fixture at 
annual meetings. 

Whs the number of pensions 


trustees defective, excessive or 
perfect, he demanded to know 
of the puzzled chairman, only 
partly in Latin. And would the 
newly reappointed finance di- 
rector care to “stand up and 
click his heels”. Smiling 
serenely, Hambros senior bean- 
counter did as requested. 

Undeterred, Mendax turned 
ou former Bank of England 
Governor, the Right Hon- 
ourable Lord Kingsdown. a 
Hambros non-exec, to follow 
suiL “I didj" cried Sir Robin. 
“He already did,” cheered the 


shareholders. High Noon? High 
Camp, some muttered. 

It was time to recall happier 
times. Lord Hambro arrived at 
the family bank 40 years ago, a 
fellow new boy told the meet- 
ing. to embark on the 1950s 
merchant banking equivalent of 
boot camp. "We were taught 
how to add,” former company 
secretary Andrew Gibson-Watt 
told shareholders - “something 
our expensive education had 
failed to prepare us for." Ham- 
bros echoed to the unfamiliar 
sound of laughter. 
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Profits up by 176% 
at Stagecoach * 


Michael Harrison 


The rail and bus group Stage- 
coach ran into a fresh barrage 
of criticism yesterday after un- 
veiling a 176 per cent leap in 
profits and announcing that 
Sandy Anderson was quitting 
the board less than a year after 
making a £36m profit on the 
sale of 'the Porte rb rook train 
leasing company. 

The huge increase in profits 
from £43. 6m to £120 .5 m out- 
stripped even the most bullish 
of analysts’ forecasts and was 
due to the acquisition spree 
Stagecoach went on last year. It 
addition to Porterbrook and the 
South West Trains franchise, it 
also picked up the Isle of Wight 
rail service and a Swedish bus 
company. 

Stagecoach said the widely 
publicised problems with South 
West Trains earlier this year bad 
cost it £3m in fines and lost rev- 
enues after the company gave 
passengers a day of free travel 
as compensation for the can- 
cellation of hundreds of services 
due to a shortage of drivers. 

Brian Souter, the Stagecoach 
chairman, blamed the fiasco on 
junior management who had 
made the “elementary error" of 
failing to take into account hol- 
iday entitlements when SWT cut 
driver levels by 10 per cent and 
had to retrain large numbers of 






remaining drivers on new 
routes. 

Mr Souter maintained, how- 
ever, that SWT could make sim- 
ilar manpower reductions over 
the next two years and not affect 
services. In its first full year of 
ownership, SWT made an op- 
erating profit of £7.7m on rev- j 
enucs up by 8 per cent to £283 .j 
after receiving £63. 4m in gov- £ 
eminent subsidy. Staff levels *1 
fell by 400 to 3,600 - largely re- -1 
fleeting the cut in driver Djumbers 
- but SWT took on an extra 70 j 
revenue protection inspectors, i: 

Porterbrook, which was &oght 
for £8 15m, netting Mr Anderson .. 
and his City backers a £3Q0m ;; 
profit just six months after they i\ 
acquired the company from the " 
Government, made a profit of 
£80ra on turnover of £l80m. 

But Mr Souter stressed that ^ 
since the takeover, it had won d 
new train orders worth £280m J 
from five of the 25 train oper- 4 
3 ting companies and was in the 
vanguard of investment in the & 
privatised rail industry. v. 

Mr Anderson is to step down 3 
as a Stagecoach director atthis s 
year’s annual meeting “to devote h 
more time to his other business | 
interests’'. But Mr Souter said he ‘ ■ 
would remain as Porierbroqts =: 
chairman and work doseh^gn , 
find s new chief executive for the [j •• 
business over the next year. 

Comment, page 17 
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business 


A gambler in the James Goldsmith mould 


QQ2E9321! 


'Mr Arnault's latest 
manoeuvring In the 
GuJnnessrt3rand 
Metropolitan saga 
^suggests either 

stupidity on a grand 

scale or a 

determination of such 
steel and persistence 
that maybe, just 
maybe, he will end up 
getting his way* 


W?i£JTr nwer <* another 

Arnault m J u 5 9° ldsmilh ? Bernard 

tte “?* nn- 



™r whether there is baiSj: 
swn m his thinking, we'n have to wait and 

ntSr!??,? 8110 '^ in the Guin- 
neffi/Grand Metropolitan saga suggests 

either stupidily on a grand scale or a deter- 
mination of such steel and persistence that 
^ maybe, he will end up getting 
his way. So what s his strategy here? From 

Sjv 2»r de h looks a costly one. 

He s selling down his stake in Guinness at 

£ **5®“ 580p and 590p in order 
» GrandMet at 
pntss of np to 630p. Since under the terms 
of the merger the two prices are meant to 
oethe same, this is plainly a high risk enter- 

The point is, however, that Mr Arnault 
has given a legally binding undertaking to 
Guinness not to increase his stake in that 
company beyond 14.2 per cent. He’s under 
no such obligation with GrandMet, where 
his stake last night moved over the 10 per 
cent mark. That now gives him the ability 
to requisition shareholder meetings in 
both companies, at which he could pre- 
sumably get a full hearing for his alterna- 
tive proposals. But actually that probably 


isn’t his game, was the word from the 
Amauh camp last night. Probably is the 
operative won! here, for the game keeps 
changing. 

The more likely strategy is that he will 
persist in selling down Guinness and 
increasing his holding in GrandMet until 
he gets to the position where he can block 
the merger altogether. To go ahead, the 
merger needs 75 per cent of voting share- 
holders in both GrandMet and Guinness 
to approve the deal. If he buys something 
over 20 per cent of GrandMet - an option 
dosed to him in Guinness - be only needs 
limited dissent among other shareholders 
to stop GrandMet proceeding. 

The mere threat of this happening may 
be enough to bring George Bull, chairman 
of GrandMet, to the negotiating table. The 
downside for Mr Arnault, is that if he’s 
forced to go through with the threat, then 
he’ll certainly lose a packet on his Grand- 
Met stake building as the share price 
returns to more normal, pre-merger pro- 
posal , levels. 

The gamble is a mighty one. Mr Arnault 
flies into town tonight to do the rounds of 
sympathetic institutions and analysis. The 
game has a long way to go yet. 

^Tothing stops the irrepressible Brian 
X > Souter, not even the departure of 
Britain's best known railway millionaire 
from his trainseL Not content with cor- 


nering the bus market and the juiciest bits 
of what used to be British Rail, the chair- 
man of Stagecoach is eyeing up the Lon- 
don Underground, providing of course that 
the mixture of capital and' risk is right - 
which is Souter parlance for whether he can 
steal it from under the nose of the taxpayer. 

Should if deride to go down the Tube, 
the Souter machine may find that John 
Prescott is not quite the soft touch that Sir 
George Young proved to be. He may also 
discover that the Underground, with its 
insatiable appetite for capital is not the 
money spinner that the buses and. unlikely 
as it once seemed, the trains have shown 
themselves to be. 

Mr Souter and the clever chaps around 
at UBS could no doubt find some inge- 
nious way of keeping Stagecoach's finan- 
cial exposure off balance sheet. But is the 
company's star riding high enough for this 
kind of expansion, or indeed the growth 
through acquisition that Mr Souter still 
sees as possible. 

Since the fiasco at South West Trains, 
when incidentally, this column called the 
top of the market for Stagecoach, the 
shares have gone nowhere. Indeed they 
have underperformed the market by dose 
to 10 per cent as the realisation dawns that 
Mr Souter is mortal after all. 

In these exuberant markets anything is 
possible, of course, and Stagecoach has rid- 
den high on the wave of froth. But all the 
signs are that the business needs to con- 


centrate on consolidation for the lime 
being. 

The regulatoiy environment can only get 
harsher - both for buses and trains - and. 
for all Stagecoach s talk of leading the 
investment revival of the rail industry, it 
will rely on a sceptical government agree- 
ing to ’extend SWTs franchise for Mr 
Souter to part with more money for rolling 
stock. 

Perhaps it is a sign of the times that, hav- 
ing made his £36m by selling Porte rbrook 
to Stagecoach, Sandy Anderson has now- 
found better ways to spend his money and 
his time than running a rolling stock leas- 
ing company. Until recently. Stagecoach has 
proved a rollicking good ride for investors. 
The judgement they now have to mate is 
whether to follow Mr Anderson’s lead. 


M embers of the Treasury Select Com- 
mittee asked Gordon Brown the 
same question in about twenty different 
ways yesterday. Should he not have used 
the Budget to damp down on the im- 
pending consumer boom, limiting the need 
for interest rates to rise? The Chancellor 
gave the same answer twenty times. He 
would not relapse into fine-tuning, but 
rather would use Budgets to set a medium 
term framework. 

What's more. Mr Brown said, ho was 
already being very tough on the public 
finances. There was no w-ay to put these on 


a sustainable fooling without making dif- 
ficult choices. Everybody altvavs expected 
the Chancellor to make these kinds of 
statement in office - he said the same things 
repeatedly in opposition. But he has taken 
MBs and the City alike aback hv walking 
his talk. In a variation on (he classic tech' 
nique used by teachers, he tells us he's 
going to be lough, he is tough, and he tells 
us he has been lough. We’d better believe 

hinv 

Yet many people have mixed feelings 
about authority figures to whom they haw 
awarded the description 'iron". The Iron 
Chancellor arouses apprehension as well 
as admiration amongst those who ought to 
be in agreement with his views. There is 
a great reluctance to accept any short-term 
pain whatever the long-term gain - hardly 
surprouitg given the history of phrases like 
**if it isn't hurting, it isn't working" in 
British economic policy. 

Mr Brown’s message is not so lacking in 
subtlety. He accepts that the strong pound 
is causing grief, but sees it as the penally 
being paid for his predecessor's mistakes' - 
chief of which was trying to manipulate the 
economic cycle in the short term for polit- 
ical advantage. We should be graielul the 
new Chancellor seems to be made n| 
sterner stuff. Bui then with an mer- 
wheiming majority and the next election 
five years away, he can for the time being 
afford to be. Arguably, he should be 
sterner still. 


Chancellor denies 
Budget was too 
soft on consumers 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Gordon Brown, the Chancellor 
of>Jbe Exchequer, yesterday 
deluded the Budget against 
criticism from MBs that ft had 
not done enough to cool down 
the overheating economy. 

He insisted it was a tough 
Budget that would reduce the 
pressure for higher interest 
■ates over the medium term as 
;ovemment borrowing de- 
.'lined. .. 

Mr Brown also told the Trea- 
uiy Select Committee it would - 
tave to play a bigger- role in 5 ? 
questioning the Bank of. Eng - .) 
and about interest rate deri- 
Jons. He urged the committee ' 
oquiz the Governor and mem- 
bers of the Bank's Monetary 
YMicy Committee after each 
quarterly Inflation Report. 

Mr Brown emphasised the 
mportancc of setting policy 
or long-term economic stabtf- 
ty; “I do think there has been 
oo much short-tennism in 
British economic policy .” 

t&s derision to give the Bank 
tjwpe rational independence 
tad given an important boost to 


long-term credibility. “I don’t 
believe dial ever again a gov- 
ernment can be accused of tak- 
ing short-term, politically 
motivated decisions about in- 
terest rates." 

He confirmed there would be 
a “green Budget” document 
published for consultation dur- 
ing the autumn, ahead of next 
March’s Budget. - 
However, some queried 

Mr Brown’s decision not to 
raise taxes on consumers in his 
first Budget Many commenta- 
the need for 

It risejfo interest: 

andthe erring poond, oh 

: ! The Chancellor ieplied; *We 
inherited a situation where in- 
flation pressures were such that 
action rat interest rales had to 
be taken and a situation where 
the deficit bad to be reduced.*’ 
Mr Brown claimed support 
from the International Mone- 
tary Fund. In a glowing report 
on the Government’s policy 
published yesterday, the world’s 
economic watchdog said the 
Budget had been tougher than 
many people acknowledged. 

Mr Brown repeated the Gov- 


ernment's firm commitment 
not to extend VAT to items like 
food, children’s clothing and 

nfiBH tpap ftTS and magftrinftg and 

denied that there would be any 
EU pressure to do so. One of 
the few negative notes in the 
IMF report was the suggestion 
that the Government ought to 
consider precisely this widening 
of taxes on consumer spending. 

The only real tension in yes- 
terday’s session came when 
Conservative MP for Grantham 
and Stamford, Quentin Davies, 
vigorously ■'challenged Mr 
s Brown’s daim that the tax mea- 
Tarres in the Budget would have -■ 
a agSfiomt impact on -con- 
sumer spending. 

Several of the new Labour 
members of the committee 
were clearly tom between then- 
loyalty and their unease about 
the present mix of interest rate 
and fiscal policy. 

Questioned by Ruth Kelly, 
Labour MP for Bolton West, 
about whether the Budget had 
been intended to correa the im- 
balance between rapid con- 
sumer spending and weaker 
exports and investment, the 
Chancellor said it had. 



Gordon Brown in the Commons yesterday: He urged the Treasury Select Committee to 
take a stronger line in quizzing the Bank over interest rates Photograph: FA 


CBI wants single currency but not yet 


VEchael Harrison 

Business leaders yesterday 
;aUed on the Government to 
.■ommit Britain to entering a 
;ipgJe currency when econom- 
c conditions were right but not 
o join in the first wave of mon- 
:tarv union in 1999. 

The call from the Con- 
ederauon of British Industry 
ame as its members gave 
iverwhelming bacVang to 
nonetaiy union as being m the 
lest interests of the UK but 
mly once there had been suf- 
jraent convergence in the eco- 
ffimic performance of member 
states. . . 

The employers’ organisation 
iiso said there was a strong case 


for delaying a single currency 
by one or two years but con- 
ceded that this was unlikely to 
happen for political reasons. 

The “contingent yes" to 
EMU, as itwas described by the 
CBTs director-general Adair 
Tinner, reconciles the view of 
those industrialists who were 
urging immediate entry and 
those who supported mem- 
bership of EMU m principle but 
only when the fiscal conditions 
were in place to make it 
successful 

After a four month consul- 
tation process 94 per cent of the 
CBTs members voted for one 
of these two positions and only 
6 per cent urged outright re- 
jection of EMU. 


Bui Mr Adair said Britain 
should not participate until 
there was sustainable fiscal 
convergence, a dear commit- 
ment that the proposed 
European central bank would 
have price stability as its main 
priority and greater flexibility 
across Europe’s labour markets. 

Even if the conditions were 
in place by 1999 to make EMU 
a success, the CBI said it could 
not support early entry be- 
cause Britain would be faced 
with interest rates that were too 
tow fo control its buoyant econ- 
omy and prevent a resurgence 
of inflation. 

Sir Cohn Marshall, president 
of the CBI, said this was one of 
the most important decisions 


Britain had had to face in his 
lifetime and therefore the CBI 
had to come off the fence. 
“The CBI has sent a dear mes- 
sage to Government. It should 
declare strong support for UK 
membership of EMU under 
the right conditions and take 
steps to ensure that the neces- 
sary practical preparations are 
under way to make entry 
possible." 

Sir Colin sard that when the 
CBI saw the Prime Minister a 
week ago to outline its position 
on a single currency, it had 
come away with the impression 
that Mr Blair found it “rea- 
sonably acceptable". 

However the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, told MPs yes- 


terday that there were “for- 
midable obstacles” to Britain 
joining the single currency. 
These included the need for the 
business cycle to be moving in 
harmony with other European 
countries, and the likely impact 
of EMU on jobs- 

Speaking to the Treasury Se- 
lect Committee, Mr Brown 
said: “I think as far as EMU is 
concerned, our polity is right - 
that we keep the options open, 
but we make the tests not 
simply the Maastricht tests, 
which we actually pass in all re- 
spects, but also economic tests 
about the sustainability of con- 
vergence.” 

He added: “It is right to 
have a debate on these matters." 


Littlewoods chief has 
full backing of Moores’ 


fig®! Cope 

*ity Correspondent 

ii&woods yesterday claimed 
hat its chairman. James Ross, 
tad the full support of the 
doo res family shareholders, 
Aich own the group, in spite 
•f continued, criticism of his 
feristnn not to sell the entire 
iigh street stores business to a 
enture capital-backed consor- 
ium. 

As the company announced 
sharp fall in annual profits to 
35m caused by heavy excep- 
ional charges and lower prof- 
s at it football pools business, 
iiticwoods issued a statement 
fter a meeting of the family 
hare holders at London s 
irosvenor House Hotel, 
bit said shareholders, at a 
Siitine “forum*’ meeting, rem- 
ained their complete co th- 
ence in the chairman and the 
oard of the company. 

Earlier, Mr Ross had de- 


fended his decision to ignore a 
bid backed by CVC Capital 
ftutners and led by former 
management at Bhs. He said the 
bid was not worth the £540m 
claimed and that the offer 
would not have yielded suffi- 
cient benefit to shareholders. 

“The ofier was one of several 
alternatives looked at. We ne- 
gotiated fully with them but the 
deal did not provide anything 
like the benefits of the other 
options. 

-No board of either a private 
or a quoted company... goes 
with afi the details of eveiy oflfer 
that is made to shareholders and 
savs ‘please tell me what to do 

He said all the family share- 
holders had signed a share- 
holder charter last April that 
separated shareholder and 
board responsibilities. But he 
said “you might expect there to 
be a difference of opinion" in 
such a large group. 

Mr Ross said the deal to sell 


19 stores to Marks & Spencer 
for £1925m last week repre- 
sented the best method of cre- 
ating value -for shareholders. 
However, it is understood that 
the CVC consortium would 
have been prepared to increase 
the cash element of its offer if 
it had been approached. 

Littlewoods results for the 12 
months to 30 April showed 
that though trading profits were 
34 per rent higher at £105m, the 
figures were hit by a £19m 
Charge for puffing out of in- 
ternational retailing. 

Home shopping was the star 
performer with profits up from 
£37m to£58m_ Stores profits 
were 10 per cent higher at 
£35.4. Leisure profits were 
affected by the -launch of the 
mid-week National Lottery and 
fell £2mto£22m. 

In current trading Hke-fbr-Kke 
sales at the high street stores 
business are down 13 per cent. 
Group sales were flat at£2-3bn. 


British Gas in new 
row with regulator 


Michael Harrison 


British Gas was at loggerheads 


tor Clare Spottiswoode yester- 
day after claiming she had 
ignored the Monopolies Com- 
mission report into iisTransCo 
pipeline arm by proposing to 
cap the revenues it could earn. 

Aspotesr^fbrBGsaidthai 

in doing so the director gener- 
al of Olgas had ridden 
roughshod over the concept of 
incentive regulation and had 
altered the financial outlook 
for the company in a funda- 
mental way. 

The MMC ruled in favour of 
Ms Spottiswoode last month by 
recommending a 21 per cent cut 
in Trans Co's pipeline charges - 
said to be equivalent to a £2S 
saving on the average annual gas 
bill oi £325. 

Part of the agreed price for- 
mula would have capped 50 per 
cent of TransGo’s revenues but 
allowed the other half to vary 
according to volume and how 


successful BG was in winning 
customers. 

However, BG said last night 
that the fine print of proposals 
from Ofgas detailing how the 
price control would be imple- 
mented, showed that Ms Spot- 
tiswoode intended to gp back on 
this and cap 100 per cent of its 
revenues. 

BG docs not have the right 
to take its objections to the 
MMC but a spokesman said it 
regretted Ms Spottiswoode’s 
proposal and would be making 
a foil submission to the con- 
miration paper she had issued. 

Ofgps said however, that the 
volume estimates given to the 
MMC by BG might have been 
understated in which case, 
TransCo could end up earning 
significantly more revenue than 
lharcorsdercd appropriate by 
the MMC under the 50:50 rule. 
Itwas therefore reconsidering the 
structure of the price control with 
a view to setting volumes in ad- 
vance which would be equivalent 
to a revenue cap price control. 


Nationwide 
puts £7bn 
price on 
its head 


Me Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 


Nationwide Building Society 
will be putting itself up for sale 
if the result of a members' bal- 
lot, expected later today, backs 
five rebel candidates standing 
for the board on a platform op- 
posed to mutuality. 

The society's announcement 
that it would be inviting bids for 
itself in an auction worth up to 
£7bn in the event of losing the 
ballot, came despite sugges- 
tions from some observers that 
it had won. 

John Wrigglesworth, a former 
building society analyst and 
now a senior manager at Brad- 
ford & Bingley, said: “Every- 
thing about how this ballot has 
been conducted in the past few 
weeks suggests to me that the 
Nationwide board has won. 
They appear to be heightening 
the tension to underline the 
scale of their victory.” 

The postal ballot closed at 
11am yesterday and the votes 
have been counted by the Elec- 
toral Reform Ballot Services. A 
Nationwide spokesman said 
yesterday that senior cxecu- 
tivesat the sodely now knew the 
results, which had been “deci- 
sive". The candidates them- 
selves, who include rebel 
campaigner Michael Harden 
and four of his colleagues, will 
be told at lunchtime today. 

He added: “Brian Davis [Na- 
tionwide chief executive] has 
made it dear that in the event 
of a victory for the rebel can- 
didates. it would mean the end 
of building societies as we know 
it, with all the implications that 
follow. If the vote is won. we 
recognise that the debate is not 
over as far as mutuality is con- 
cerned.” 


IN BRIEF 


BT accepts cut in charges to rivals 

British Telecom backed away from a fresh confrontation with the 
industry regulator. Don Cniickshank, after he announced a 2N 
per cent cut in the charges the company could levy on other tele- 
phone operators to connect lo its network. The network charge 
will fall by 10 per cent in October and then by inflation minus 
3 percent for the next three years. Rival operators Cable & Wire- 
less Communications and Energis said they would pass the price 
reductions on. BT which had threatened io go to the Monopo- 
lies Commission over the proposals, yesterday said it welcomed 
the key elements of the new formula and estimated it would cost 
the company £20m-£30ro a year. 

Norwich investment head to join BZW 

Patrick Barton. Norwich Union’s investment director, is to join 
BZW as its UK banking analyst later this year. The investment 
banking arm of Barclays also announced the appointment of Tun 
Dawson and Roland Andreasson, wbojoin from ABN Amro Hnare 
Govett to cover the insurance sector. BZW said it had appointed 
seven senior analysts since the beginning of the year. 

Profits up at Royal Bank’s US offshoot 

Royal Bank of Scotland said Citizens Financial, its US offshoot, 
had reported pre-tax profits of $270m for the nine months to June, 
up from S 176m before. The bank said the quarterly results re- 
flected continued strong organic growth in loans and deposits, 
an improving net interest margin, and an increase in non-interest, 
fee-based income. 

Murdoch dose to deal with Time Warner 

Rupert Murdoch appeared close last night to making peace with 
the giani Time Warner, ending a cotin wrangle over distribution 
of the Fax network’s nascent 24-hour Fox News Channel (FNC). 
Time Warner had angered Murdoch's News Corporation nine 
months ago by refusing to make space for FNC on its cable sys- 
tem in New York City, a vital market. Behind the Time Warner 
position was Ted Tinier, who was resisting giving support to a 
sendee that competes directly with CNN, his own channel that 
last year was bought by Time Warner. Negotiating out of court, 
the two sides were reportedly close to a deal that would supply 
a channel on the New York system for FNC. It was not dear what 
News Corp was offering Time W&raer in return. 

Profits slump at electronics distributor 

Eurodis Electron, the Surrey-based distributor of electronic com- 
ponents. saw pre-tax profits crash from £18m to £3 .02m last year, 
but remains optimistic. Robert Leigh, chairman, said an upturn 
in the industry “remains stubbornly elusive". However, he said 
the company had started the new year with greater efficiency, an 
enhanced product range and a lower cost base. As a result, 
prospects tor the current year were good, even though market 
conditions were not expected to strengthen during the first half. 
A final dividend of 3.J5p makes 5. Jp for the year, up from 4.85p. 

Microchip maker’s shares plunge 

Vision Group, the Edinburgh-based producer of microchips, saw 
hs shares plunge 42p to 139p after it announced that lower rev- 
enues would result in a loss of over £lm this year. The group said 
a slippage in orders from equipment manufacturers had been ex- 
acerbated by a generally slower emergence of the overall video con- 
ferencing market. It did not expect a significant improvement in 
earnings during the first half of 1997-98 but was looking forward 
to higher revenues and positive earnings in the second six months. 

Andersen Consulting to revamp 

Andersen Consulting, pan of the group which includes accoun- 
tants Arthur Andersen, yesterday told staff about an internal re- 
organisation to increase the globalisation of the business. The 
plans involve structuring the group along international business 
sector lines, rather than partially by national geography, as in the 
past. The change, which is to take effect from September, fol- 
lows a pilot project which involved setting up an international 
communications industry group last year. Other industry sectors, 
including financial services, retail and manufacturing, will now 
also be established. A representative said the move was entire- 
ly separate from the recent difficulties the parent group. Andersen 
Worldwide, had had in electing a new chief executive. 

H&C Furnishings sales ahead 

H&C Furnishing, the merged Harveys and Cantors retail 
groups, revealed that sales in the first 10 weeks of the year had 
jumped 13 per cent and said there was scope to expand the chain 
to 450 stores. Sir Harry Solomon, chairman, said the group had 
delivered on afl the promises made at the time of last year’s merger, 
but profits were bit by a £7.Sbn charge for rationalisation, leav- 
ing a pre-tax total cut from £Z2m to just £905,000 in the year to 
April Profits after interest, however, soared from £437.000 to 
£S.17m on sales 149 per cent at £lS2m. 

House prices set to rise further 

UK house prices will continue their climb in the aiming 12 to 
IS months, according to reports from the Royal Insimuion of Char- 
tered Surveyors and the Nationwide Building Society. Nation- 
wide said house prices rose 1 0.1 per cent over the year to June, 
with London prices up 175 per cent. According to the R1CS survey, 
fears of Budget tax changes slowed the recovery last month. 

Profits leap at security systems maker 

Menvier-Swain, the Banbury-hased manufacturer of security sys- 
tems and emergency lighting, has unveiled a 55 per cent leap in 
ann ual profits, but warned (hat the current year would be hit by 
the strength of sterling. Pre-tax profits jumped lo £14.9m in the 
year to April and the company wants to huy in up to 10 per cent 
of its own shares. 
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SmithKline poised as a big player 


J an Leschly. SmithKline Beecham's 
chief executive, was in a confident 
mood at the drug group's second 
quarter results yesterday. He has 
reason to be. In record time and from 
a shaky start after its heart drug Coreg 
was rejected try the US drug regulator 
earlier this year, SB now looks poised 
to become a big player in the cardio- . 
vascular field. 

The market for drugs which lower 
cholesterol is alone worth $4bn world- 
wide and is growing fast. SB's deal with 
Bayer, announced yesterday, allows SB 
to co-market Baycol, a cholesterol- 
lowering drug, in the US. With Bayer 
a relatively weak player in pharma- 
ceuticals, SB has undoubtedly struck 
favourable terms for Baycol and has 
gained control over promotion and 
marketing. What is more, SB is an 
obvious candidate to co-sell the drug 
outside Lhe US when Bayer is ready. 

Meanwhile, SB has just launched 
Teveten, a hypertension treatment, in 
Germany and is on track to market the 
drug world-wide from next year. It has 
also in- licensed a drug, which prevents 
arteries closing, from a Japanese com- 
pany. Ail that and SB also finally 
managed to get Coreg approved in 
June. Not bad for six months' work. 

The rapidity with which SB has es- 
tablished itself in such an important 
market shows what a bit of aggressive 
marketing and clever in-licensing can 
do. SB is also right to be backing up 
its lead drug, Coreg. with a stable of 
other products, particularly given the 
competitiveness of the market. The 
success of the strategy is all credit to 
Mr Leschly and SB’s equally forceful 
head of pharmaceuticals. Jean Pierre 
Gamier. 

SB is also convincing the sceptics that 
there is value in DPS. the US drug- 
buying group which SB bought for 
$2 Jbn in 1994. For sure, SB overpaid 
and DPS is probably not profitable, but 
(here is some sense in the argument 
that the company needs to offer an 
integrated healthcare approach. 

Through DPS. SmiLhKline has 
developed a relationship with managed 
healthcare organisations - the groups 
which act for big buyers of healthcare 
se tv ices in the US - to push up volumes 
of the company’s drugs. That makes 
sense. If SB can offer these healthcare 
organisations a whole range of services, 
including diagnostics via its clinical labs 
business and market data on patient 
outcomes via DPS. it is hardly surprising 
that SB's drugs find their way on to the 
HMO's lists of preferred drugs. 

Certainly sales of SB's new drugs are 
growing fast, ahead 42 per cent in the 
half year. Paxil, the new anti- 
depressant, has entered the world 
market at number three behind Eli 
Lilly's Prozac but is now the fastest 
growing drug in its class. 

James Cuiverwell of Merrill Lynch 
is forecasting profits of £1.7bn for the 
full year. The shares, ahead 49p to 


The Investment Column 

which it has a half share, produced" a 
loss of £2.5 m last year. 
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SmithKline Beecham: At a glance 


Market value: £33.7bn, share price £12.19 (+49p) 


Five-year record 1993 1994 1995 


Pre-tax profits (£m) 


Hail year — 

1996 1997 






1220 

691 

1623 

729 774 

■t — 




10.9 

. 12.9 

1425 

8.00 8.82 


Trading profit 

1997 


Share price 

pence 

1300 



The Samas office supplies business 
did better, with profits of £4.4m in its 
first year. 

On a Societe Gdndrale Strauss 
IhmbuU’s profits forecast of £33m for 
the current year, the shares trade on 
a forward rating of rating of 12. Not 
one to chase. 


Mitie set-to dean 
up on services 


; run in 

shares in Mitie, the building main- 
tenance to cleaning group, has been in- 
terrupted this year. From a low below 
26p in 1990, they hit 194p in January 
and have since yo-yoed back to 171 .5p, 
up 8p yesterday. Brokers blame vari- 
ously an unsustainably high rating of 
above 20 times earnings and share safes 
by managers unlocked from Mine’s par- 
ticular brand of incentivisation for its 
workers. 


CU takes stake in 
French insurer 


Clifford German 


-esmear 
.^laboratories 
;-£33ra. 

1219.5p are on a forward p/e ratio of 
30. With 15 per cent earnings growth 
over the next two ^ears and no 
important patent expries until 2002 to 
trouble the market, the shares have 
further to go. 


More bad news 
from Menzies 


I t has been a grim 18 months for 
John Menzies, the retail and news 
distribution group. Al the start of 
1996 it issued a profits warning after 
being hit by problems in its news dis- 
tribution side. 

In January this year it issued a fresh 
warning, this time caused by difficul- 
ties at its Early Learning Centre retail 
subsidiary, which was suffering from 
competition from Boots, Argos and 
Woolworths. 

The impact on the share price has 
been severe. Trading at well over 600p 
18 months ago, the shares have been 
sliding ever since and closed Up lower 
at 422.5p yesterday, their lowest since 
early 1993. 

The company is now attempting to 


put recent scares behind it. A new man- 
aging director, Charles Macfcay, joined 
in January and new management is be- 
ing sought for the Early Learning 
Centre. 

The strategy has been to use die 
cash-flow from established businesses 
like news distribution and retailing to 
invest in growth businesses, such as 
distribution of computer games and the 
like. 

In fact re tailing now accounts for less 
than one-third of sales and just 13 per 
cent of operating profits. 

This sounds good in theory but yes- 
terday’s figures only highlighted how 
far they are from being put into prof- 
itable practice. 

Pre-tax profits in the year to 3 May 
were £53ra lower at £30.6m due main- 
ly to problems at the ELC. 

Once the jewel in the Menzies 
crown, profits have slumped bom 
around £12m just two years ago to an 
estimated £2m in the latest period. 

Current trading is tough, with sales 
3.9 per cent lower on a like-for-like 
basis, though a 30 per cent increase in 
the number of lines from September 
should start to make a difference. 

Menzies has experienced mixed 
results with its diversifications. Funsoft 


any fears the market may have on the 
trading front are 'groundless. Pre-tax 
profits rose 30 per cent to £&21m in 
the 12 months to March - the eighth 
year on the trot Mitie has notched up 
this rate of growth - on sales up by the 
'same amount to £209m. 

The star of the period was the build- 
ing side, boosted by some chunky 
contracts. Broken down for the first 
time, the division chipped in £4 -52m to 
these figures, against £3.7m for support 
services, mvohoi^deaning and the lilre. 

The latter sustained a £452,000 hit 
from a disastrous cleaning contract with 
a large food processor, which has re- 
sulted in the closure of Mitie Hygiene 
Services. This follows problems the pre- 
vious year in the jobbing maintenance 
operation, which recovered from losses 
of over £200,000 to about break-even. 

But Mitie's ability to withstand these 
failures suggests the formula is rela- 
tively robust And the potential remains 
for the group to equal the impressive 
record of the much larger Rentokil Ini- 
tial. which has grown fat on so-called 
“support services". 

The fashion for outsourcing pe- 
ripheral activities, such as property 
management and cleaning, continues 
to grow apace - denning alone could 
now be worth £3bn a year. Already 
existing contracts and orders mean 
much of Mitie's work is in the bag this 
year, when margins are set to rise from 
3.9 to above 43 per cent There are po- 
tential dangers in the group’s move into 
the cut-throat world of plant hire and 
Rentokil may prove a revitalised com- 
petitor when it has fully absorbed 
BEE But profits of £l0.7m this year 
would put the shares on a multiple of 
16, falling to 14. Reasonable value. 


Commercial Union yesterday 
announced it was expanding its 

E lation in France, Europe's 
rgest single market for life 
assurance products, by paying 
£126m for a 555 per cent stake 
in Union Fioandere de France. 
The stake is being bought from 
Credit Agricole Indosuez. 

However, the deal was over- 
shadowed by CLFs new business 
figures for the first half of 1997 
which, while perceived as gen- 
erally good by analysts, showed 
that the French market was the 
company’s weakest area. ClTs 
shares fell 19p to 674.5p. 

Union Fmanriere is a quoted 
company with 32 branches em- 
ploying 880 financial advisers 
that sell products direct to 
135,000 clients, both individu- 
als and small companies. 

CU already has an 11.7 per 
cent stake held through AbeiUe 


Deal puts 
GGT in 
the red 


GOT Group, the advertising 
agency, yesterday revealed that 
redundancies and advisory fees 
arising from December’s £96m 
acquisition of BDDP, the 
French agency network, cost 
£8.1m, writes Cathy Newman. 

The company, which more 
than doubled its size with the 
purchase of BDDP, said the 
charge resulted in a net loss of 
£100,000 in the year to April, 
compared to 1995-%’s profit of 
£5.6 hl 

A spokesman for GGT would 
not comment on the scale of the 
redundancies, but said that a a 
“few expensive people" had lost 
their jobs after the merger. 
Among those to have resigned 
since the deal are Jan HalL 
GGTs European chief executive. 
Ms Hall had been with GGT for 
three years and left last month. 

GGT said yesterday that an 
operational review of BDDP 
was under way. 

Before the exceptional costs 
of the acquisition, profit before 
tax rose 32 per cent to £7 5m. 
The dividend was increased by 
7 per cent to 6J2p. 


Vie, the French life assurance 
company that it bought in 1994. 
Analysts expect CU to make a 
further offer to the remaining 
minority shareholders. 

UFF has Fr23tm f£23bn) 
under management and made a 
profit of FrZ76m in 1996. The 
purch ase p rice is around 10 
times UFFs annual earnings ex- 
clusive of interest The acquisi- 
tion would be financed out of 
cash reserves and it would en- 
hance group earnings immedi- 
ately, said CU*s finance director, 
Peter Foster. UFF will provide 
a new distribution channel for 
Abeifle Vic’s insurance, pensions 
and savings products. 

CU’s latest figures showed 
that new business worldwide 
rose 21 per cent to £1.58bn in 
the first half of 1997. New 
single premiums worldwide 
were up 17 per cent to £1.22bn 
and new annual premiums were 
38 per cent up at £ 154m. Single 


premium business in lhe LT-i. 
grew by 75 per cent to £265m. • 
and annual premium business 
rose 4 per cent to £25m. 

But overseas business was ad- - 
versely affected by the strength - . 
of sterling against European 
currencies and business in 
France in particular was s ' , 
affected by tnc elections in ... 
May and by a reorganlsat^n of ? • 
the sales force. i . 

Single premium sales in France jj '_ 

were down 15 per cent to£624m \ 
and annual sales were 30 percent j 
lower at £1 1 m after allowing for * ! 
exchange rale movements. \ ' 

Despite the poor perfor - 1 [ 
mance in France, which was ] 
widely expected, the country 1 
represented a long-term strate- j 
gic investment, Mr Foster said. 

Separately. Eagle Star, the in- ■' 
surer owned by BAT the j 
tobacco giant, has paid Friends 1 
Provident £50m for Preferred 1 
Direct, a telephone insurer. 



BUffion, the South African base metals group that has 
been demerged from Gencor, gained instant blue-chip 
status on the London stock market yesterday after a 
successful placing of 375 million shares at 220p each. 

The shares opened at a 'conditional’ S.5p premium to the >g 
placing price but closed at 22 lp. With a market «" 

capitalisation of £4.6bn, Billiton is the 56th biggest 111 
London-listed company and will enter the FTSE 100 index 
at the next review. While Brian Gilbertson, the chairman ty 
(above), said there was strong demand from international se 
investors for shares, some analysts sad Billiton’s equity ^ 
was trading at a premium to Rio Tinto and was at least D ~ 
10 per cent overvalued Photograph: Adrian Dennis 3n 
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MJN 233 M 


“The Ultimate 233MHz MMX" System” 


MJN’s 233M sets a new standard 
for high performance 233MHz 
MMX” multimedia systems at a 
truly sensational price of just 

£1249 + VAT. 


MJN233M 



PfnVm* Srar&f 


Offer end date 25th July 


hwl Pentium’ 233MHz 
processor with MMX” irchnota# 
5l2h pipeline Duty L3 cacnp 
32Mb EDO RAM; eioontoate to 
12SM0 

3-TGU en ‘Tinted [DE naro dnvo 
33.6 V34- Ta*. internet 

modwn 

15" S'.UXO.rSdp M screen <r" 
■W-wur 

ATI aaQ? II 3 D grnpnici tC dMS 

V4eo RAM 

16 Mai CD-ROM cSm? 

Crwtne Libs SoundBiJSier 32 
rure.«wr> vvaietatMe soundcard 
Premium cuiCtaMol sneaker 
system v.i:n trains uojdt? 

Mid. rc.irr system jm; 

• 17 Ttn> total o! 7 

drr.O tots 

lnwi - 3 P jtt.ances plug 'n jNjy 
Ch.pset v.i!!i Fash BIOS. Vr 2030 
tonpun: 2 sentf ports. D-tfaAel 
port and cim.:-; per;. 

3 5" 1 --Mu r.jpp. d".e 
1 C 5 IVntfcM? 95 -evocorn ana 
PS 2 mouse 
\Krjwl Visual 96 
Lotus Smarts-Jite 97 


Key Performance Features 



233MHz MMX ra Processor 

The rw» inlet Pentium' 233MH: Processor with MMX" 
tec«ra>bft is me fastest Pentium M?«n processor 
AiUabk- from Intel anq best siweci to muttmoda use. 
i Pentium Pro or Pentium II systems are presently 
more suited ra wcinesi. uses ana woo best wnh 
v.Snaotn Nn 

3.2Gb EIDE Hurd Disk 

Hitfi performance enhanced IDE hard dak provides superb 
performance and pimp, of storage caoaaty. 

ATI 4Mb 3D Graphics 

ATI e, me leader m tiiffi performance games and me 
supers fi.i|V S 3P papnes accelerator wth 4Mb 
dedicatM groomcs Wmo Ram y^Js me fastesi 
perfcimjnce have ever seen together with ful -screen 
tull rwtwn MPEG mom. 

SoundBlaster 32 Wavetabki 

Genuine Creative Labs SoundBlaster 32 hantware Wavetabie 
soundcard dto.«b the best sound for al your mdtimetka 
appwatio ns ano is tar superior to standard lo-ort cants. 


32NBs EDO RAM 

32Mb s non regwjed us rhe standard tor high performance 
muBmedia. You shouid not consMw anything less. 

15” or 17” Nl Screens 

Supero quaWy 0.28dp IS' Nl dgKal screen yielding upto 
1280 > 1024 resolution Is included as s&neanl to make the 
rncHmum of the ATI ffaphes system. Opbonal larger 17~ 
semen model also ovwlaNe. 

33.G SVD Voice Modem 

Htgi performance 33.6 V34+ modem uSngnadaMil 
Advanced Simultaneous Voice and Data ctiteat provides fuu 
fax, data, tntemat and once road taontiea wKh ^ns r ro rpnone. 
Other 233MH; systems do not mdudas * Jcn a h<gn 
spetsficaoon modem as standaid. 

Intel Chipset Motherboard 

Advanced Inlet 430 Ctupset with 512h oroekne bum cache 
provides the Steal performance platform. A 166MMX version 
a* ttw swwm was, the fastest 168MMX ever tested by PC 
Direct Mogaone (Current August issue wets 96-100. 
AvaiaWe on newsstands now 1 1. 



Madet 571 

17" lawn model 

£13»* -V»T il643 S3 i'~ VAT 

Modpt 572 

Printer OpOsa 

r- Sr.ias ctfar TOO 777 ' » 7 ;-o ici 
ww: il ‘ v;r - uc-LErf 
I'C ’.AT rrir— tr-C ustus"'. 


MJN The Award 
Wtumog PT 
MunlatnitYc 


MIN MUIennSum Models 

MIN MiAuV'ium mudtfe are only L99 -i-VAT = £116.33 
me. VAT and mdutM layshcr. Mcrophon? and over 
18 CD mulfirficOa ntic: neluinfi 5 i«es Oeufftui tor 
MM i toennoloft. the best ccbertion at laaure end 
ed>uc.-i»orui vilhure 1 Model 15': S73 Modelir: 574 



MJN INTEREST FREE OPTION 
BUY NOW PAY LATER 

Only on Millennium models 
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MJN* 01282 777 555 

■ " ■ ™ Telephone SateS Lines Are Ooen Man - Fn 830am - 7.00nm. Sat 9.00am -5.00om 


The right choice 
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Telephone Sales Lines Are Open Mor - Fn 830am - 7.00pm. Sat 9.00am- 5.00pm 
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Switched-on Siemens boss 
shakes a leg at stereotype^ 
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Dr Heinrich von Pierer, president and 
chief executive officer of Siemens, the 
German electronics leviathan, is a fun 
guy, it appears. One of my colleagues 
watched agog this week as Herr Hein- 
rich danced the twist and then sashayed 
to Que Sera Sera in the company’s Berlin 
head office. 

The American head of PR observed: 
You wouldn't get this in America. 
They’re all so stiff over there - but this 
guy is game for a laugh.” The occasion 
was ad evening’s relaxation during a 
press trip by journalists from all over the 
world to see the Siemens home opera- 
tions at first hand. 

The Siemens boss wasn't the only one 
shaking a leg. Karl-Hermann Baumann, 
finance director, was seen dancing vigor- 
ously with a delightful young female 
journalist from Taipei. Obviously my 
prejudices about German businessmen 
being dour and humourless wQl have to 
be radically overhauled. 

Earlier at a press conference Dr von 
Pierer alluded to a recent magazine arti- 
cle which suggested he was beginning to 
age rapidly, as the pressure of running 
the vast company was getting to him. The 
president admitted he felt the pressure - 
but his answer was to “shave more often 


People & Business 
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and regularly carry a ra 
showing any grey hairs 


a razor" to avoid 
on his chin. 


Sunday Business has finally gone into re- 
ceivership. Around a fortnight ago the 
company’s majority shareholder, Group 
2000, also went into receivership, and 
since then no more papers have been 
printed and a number of attempts to sell 
the business have fallen through. Now 
about 60 staff are faced with redundancy 
and loss of back pay as the receiver, 
David Sapte of Begbies. searches for a 
buyer. 

Launched 18 months ago, the paper 


has failed to appear for two Sundays 
running. Before that it had a circulation 
of around 20,000. Mr Sapte says: “If I 
can save the jobs I will be very pleased. 1 
think we will sell it, although I don’t 
know who to yeL We've had expressions 
of interest. It might be a management 
buyout or sale to a third party.” 

The paper's main banker is Barclays, 
while Mr Sapte says that other creditors 
include the Inland Revenue, owed 
£220.000, and a factoring company, 
owed £250,000. Anyone interested in 
buying the paper should call Mr Sapte 
on 0171 242 6939. 

John GoodfeSow. chief executive at 
Skipion Building Society has turned the 
greed-driven carpetbagger craze on its 
head - by using it to raise £100,000 for 
charity. Three weeks ago Skipton 


Dr Heinrich von Pierer: Shaves more 
often to hide signs of pressure 

decided to insist (hat everyone opening a 
new account should make a mandatory 
£2S donation to the NSPCC. 

AD the surviving societies that haven't 
so far converted to bank status are under 
siege by punters who want to open an 
account in the hope of receiving a 
£ 1,000-plus windfall. Mr Good fellow 
hoped that the donation idea would put 
people off, and enable the society to gel 
back to servicing its existing member- 
ship. A spokesman says that while the 
deluge has slowed, they are still opening 
4,000 accounts a week. 

Nationwide does something slightly 
different. Each year it donates lOp to 
Macmillan Cancer Relief for evciy vote 
cast in its annual board elections. The 
latest election, which everyone seems to 
think will decide whether the Nation- 
wide also converts to pic status, has just 
been completed. Nationwide has a 
£25,000 ceiling on the donation, which it 
hit last year and will easily exceed this 
year - over a million votes have been re- 
ceived. 

Sir Clive Thompson, chief execu tive of Ren- 
toldl Initial, become vice-president of the 
CBI yesterday. If experience is important, 
he is well qualified: he's had top slot at Ren- 
tokil for 15 years, making ton the longest 
serving chief executive of any FTSE com- 
pany since Lord Weinstock al GEC. 


John Menzies is preparing to retire from 
John Menzies. John Maxwell Menzies, 
(pronounced “MJngies" north of the 
border. I am reliably informed) the pre- 
sent chairman of the stationery shop 
chain and great-grandson of its founder, 
is to step down at the company's agra on 
5 September. 

It will be the first time the company 
does not have a member of the family in 
charge since it began as a booksellers in 
Princes Street in Edinburgh back in 
1833. However, Mr Menzies will retain 
the vaguely North Korean sounding title 
of life president 

Retirement will give Mr Menzies more 
time to look after his farm in the Bor- 
ders. He is known for his respect for 
companies that “look after their people 
and is not a fan of “hire and fire" man- 
agement c 

Perhaps its just as well be is going. ' 1 

then. John Menzies the firm has just 
sacked most of the senior management 
at the Early Learning Centre, a sub- 
sidiary that has not prospered since its 
acquisition in 1985. 

Good grief, a funny book about tax. This 
must be a first Bluff your way in Tax by 
AJ Carroll has just landed on my desk, 
and amongst other things the author has 1 
a good go at that much loathed tax, VAT. 

“VAT is nothing more than a ebain 
letter." he writes. 

This is how it works: first, a forester 
cuts down a tree, sells the wuod to a car- 
penter, and adds VAT to the sale price. 
Secondly, the carpenter makes a tftjk- 
case, adding VAT to his sate price. 

Thirdly, the chain continues, from car- 
penter to distributor, from distributor to 
shopkeeper. Each pays some VAT. 

Finally, all chain Idlers have a victim, 
writes Mr Carroll, "usually the unsus- 
pecting man in the street. The one who 
buys the bookcase and lakes it home 
pays tax on the full cost, and can deduct 
nothing. -1 A stocking filler for any ac- 
countant. 

And just to prove once again that tact is 
stranger than fiction, the Inland Rev- 
enue has just published a background 
briefing now tilled “Independent Fish- 
mongers”. 

The Tirana n writes: “This note is the 
latest in a scries which give information 
on the finance and business backgroi&i S the 
of particular trades and professions.” 1 § 

I’m hooked already. . . 8> 17 

John WillcodJ 
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Punters bail out of BA as union power play backfires 


Share spotlight 


share prtta. pence 



tease pressure as worries- es- 
over the handling of its 
imhistnal relations crisis. The 
gares nose-dived 34.5p to 
&-8p; they were 760p in May. 
_ McKk market anxiety over 
pAs confrontational approach 
and the cost to the company 
°as been suspected for some 
tune but it seems domestic seB- 
ing has been cushioned by 
■ overseas interest 
. Although foreigners were 
in die maiketyesterfay BA was 

no longer on their shopping list, 

leaving the shares exposed to 
institutional displeasure. 

BA, it seems, is acutely 
aware of the market’s per- 
ception and the company's 
chief financial officer, Derek 

Stevens, has been attempting 

to rally support in the Cny. 

The uncertainty still sur- 
rounding the alliance with 
American Airlines and the im- 
pact of sterling’s strength are 
other inhibiting inf b u- n'fs 


Last week’s stormy share- 
holders’ meeting, when BA’s 
board was harangued over its 
new corporate style, helped 
dent the image of the "World’s 
favourite airline”. 

Already analysts are cut- 
ting profit forecasts. Nat West 
Securities dashed the year s es- 
timate from £74&n to £653m. 
Next year’s figure is £783m 
against £843m. 

Juergen Pieper, analyst at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
also contributed to the BA. dis- 
comfort, He moved his rec- 

mmngi ifbiinn fi rrm nupiu rwln 

to neutral The recent three- 
day strike, which be estimates 
cost £30m, is not a big factor 
in bis change of stance. He is 
much more concerned about 
the pound. 

Today BA is due to meet 
union representatives to hear 
their prmosals over its cost- 
cutting plans. 

After a three-day retreat 
blue chips staged a modest rally 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


with Footsie gaining 41 points 
to 4.S46.7. A firm New York 
display helped. 

SmhhKlinc Beecham, on 
its share split rather than sec- 
ond-quarter figures, was the 
best-performing Rntsb share, 
up 49p to l,219.5p. 

There was yet another twist 
to the Grand Metropolitan, 
Guinness. LVMH imbmgfro. In 
a package deal the French 
group, through BZW, offered 
to buy three Grandmet shares 
at 630p and sell two Guinness 
at 600p. It is thought to have 
lifted its Grandmet stake to 8 
per cent- Grandmet moved 
between 630p and 590p, dos- 
ing at 622p, up 16p; Guinness 
swung from 698p to 5S4.75p. 


dosing at 598p, down 9.5p. Ca- 
ble & Wireless was buoyed I4p 
to 613 Jp by Panmure Gordon 
support and Booker, up 17.5p 
to 264 ip, was helped by pos- 
itive noises from UBS. ' 

Banks attracted further sup- 
port. HSBC said Barclays was 
worth L400p a share, lifting the 
price 37p 1 J76p; Lloyds TSB 
improved 13Jp to 672^p on 
HSBC's suggested 775p level 
But Commercial Union, bay- 
ing a French insurer for f 126m, 

fefi 19p to 675.Jp, after a bright 
start. 

Its existing French involve- 
ment caused some of the dam- 
age with the market fretting 
about the impact of the bigher 
F re neb corporation lax. King- 


fisher. with its Dart}' off-shoot, 
was another casualty of the tax 
increase, off I3p to’ 71 Up. 

BZW was positive on utili- 
ties. pushing National Power 
lUp hitter to 560p and Sev- 
ern TTcnr 1 9p lo 879p. United 
Utilities recovered just 2p to 
TOlJp following the 69Jp 
slump on Brian Staples* de- 
parture. 

Billiton, the resources 
group, arrived in its when-is- 
sued form; the shares touched 
22&5p from a 220p issue price. 

Granada hardened 6.5p to 
762-5p. The activity of Mercury 
Asset Management is intrigu- 
ing. A year ago h held a 13 per 
cent stake. In drips and drabs 
its holding was cut to less than 
15 per cenL Now* it seems 
MAMs has re-established its 
feeling for the leisure group 
and picked up shares at 757p 
and 762p, lifting its interest to 
7.54 per cent. 

Reed International put on 
14p lo 6 14 Jp on vague talk of 


corporate activity- Renters, in- 
terim figures today, has been 
linked with the publisher. Up 
J ?p to 609.5 p, it is expected to 
produce liltlc-dtanged figures 
of around £340m. 

Conrta«*Ms. the chemical 
group, fell 9.5p to 29Sp alter 
suffering a setback in its tong- 
running battle with Lcnring. 
the Austrian group over the de- 
velopment of a rival to the Ten- 
cel fabric. There is talk of a 
compromise deal 

British Borneo Petroleum 
Syndicate, involved in a cash 
cafl, softened 4flp to lJ57.jp 
with the nil-paid rights tum- 
bling 36p to 6Up> 

Clothing maker Sfcani fell 
27p to 68p on disappointing 
trading and Vision, making 
miniature electronic cameras, 
gave tip 42p to 139p after 
warning losses would hit £lm. 

Hydro International a 

water treatment group, sank tip 
to 2Up: the shares were 35p 
in Mav. 


3 Save, the petrol retailer 
which used to be known as 
the Frost Group, felt com- 
pelled to issue a rcassnring 
trading statement after ils 
shares had crashed to a S15p 
km. 

It said that first-hair prof- 
its. due next month, will be 
marginally ahead. Merrill 
Lynch, which recently said 
sell, is looking for little- 
changed year’s profits of 
ClOm with £11. 9m pencilled 
in for next year. 

On the Saw statement, 
which said the company 
could not explain the share 
fall, the price rallied to 
close Up higher at 5V.5p. 
Two years ago the shares 
were 269.5p. 

□ Total System, a computer 
group, rose 1 Ip to 62ip after 
MMT Computing lifted its 
shareholding lo 5.62 per cent. 
A bid from the much bigger 
MMT is likelv. 
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Nind emerges from the 
lower ranks for Shantou 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 


His name may sit rather pro- 
saically among some of the gi- 
ants of a small world, bui that wQ] 
not alarm the jockey named 
yesterday for Shuntou in Satur- 
day's King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes one joL Cash 
Asmussen. Gary Stevens, 
Frankie Dettori and company 
w.J be joined in the Ascot 
changing room by one Gary 
Edward Patrick Hind, age aj> 
prenticcship with Reg Hollins- 
bead and first winner at Carlisle 
on Via Vitae. 

Hind's promotion comes 
through his. membership of the 
backroom team at John Gos- 
den's Stanley House yard, 
where Shantou has his digs. He 
was considered fleetingly for the 
ride on Benny The Dip in the 
Derby until Willie Ryan’s Clas- 
sic experience became the most 
notable part of the equation, but 
now a similarly promising ride 
has presenteditself. 

Shantou was originally to 


have been ridden by Dettori, 
who is credited with being the 
only man who can twist the last 
drop of effort out of the four- 
year-old. but the Italian has sub- 
sequently been switched to the 
second favourite, Singspiel. 

Shantou is famously crackers 
and cannot bear to have other 
horses around him on the gal- 
lops, which is a bit of a draw- 
back when you happen to be 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Asef Alhtnd 
(Sandown 8.15) 

NB: Kamenev 
(Sandown 8X5) 

trained in Newmarket Hind has 
ridden him before and lost, 
but he is in good company as Pat 
Eddery and Michael Kinanc 
have aiso failed to plug into the 
colt's eccentric mind. 

“It’s nice to be involved in 
these sort of races," Hind said 
yesterday. “It's what it's all 
about. I rode Shantou in a 
maiden at Chester last year 
and got beat on him. I rode his 


lead horse, Poliarf, in his recent 
work and Shantou seemed to go 
well." 

The manning arrangements 
for Saturday are now complete. 
Ray Cochrane is due to ride 
Strategic Choice, who finished 
third in the race two years ago 
but is now considered a 50-1 vir- 
tual no-hopec in this week- 
end's particularly strong 
company. “We will have a seri- 
ous crack al finishing fourth." 
said an optimistic Paul Cole, Lhe 
six-year-olds trainer. 

John Reid, the projected 
partner for Swain, returns to the 
saddle this evening at Sandown 
following a short absence. The 
Irishman jarred his right ankle 
at Newbury on Saturday when 
Dark Moondancer ejected him 
in the preliminaries, but the 
markets suggest that few believe 
that Reid's talents have been 
compromised by the accident. 
Swain is now a best-priced 12-1 
(from a morning 16-1). 

The most dramatic moves 
though yesterday centered on 
Swain's GodolpKin stablemate 
Prcdappio, Pilsudski's con- 


queror in the Hardwicke Stakes 
at Royal Ascot, who was re- 
duced to 8-1 (from 12-1) by 
Ladbrokes. Coral cut turn to the 
same price (from 14-1). while 
William Hill go just 13-2 (from 
12 - 1 ). 

Pifcudslri himself is still quite 
well fancied despite some dark 
assertions from Michael Stoute, 
his trainer, that the Breeders’ 
Cup Turf winner might not run 
if the ground is too hard. 

Whether this caveat is just a 
ploy to encourage Ascot to 
pour water on the track will be- 
come evident tomorrow evening 
when Stoute is scheduled to walk 
the course - described yesterday 
as good lo firm - before deliv- 
ering his final thoughts. 

Any withdrawal would hurt 
the race, especially as Pilsuds- 
ki. along with the favourite, Hc- 
lissio. is said to be al the summit 
of his powers. The French 
horse, who is attempting to be- 
come the first from his land to 
win the race since Pawneese 21 
years ago, will fly in from Beau- 
vais airport on the morning of 
the race. 


Celebre for Coolmore Strong Papin party 


Peintre Celebre, the Prix du 
Jockey-Club winner who by- 
passed the Irish Derby, will 
eventually make it to Ireland but 
not until his racing career is 
over. His owner. Daniel Wild- 
enstein. has completed an 
agreement with Coolmore Stud 
to stand the son of Nureyev at 
the Co Tipperary farm. 

Japanese interests had made 
a $16m (£9.7m) offer for the 
coll, whose main target is the 

SANDOWN 


Prix dc 1'Arc dc Triomphe, but 
Wildenstein preferred to stand 
the horse in Ireland to alien- Eu- 
ropean breeders access. 

“Peintre Celebre is the best 
colt wc have had and we wish 
to be able lo breed our best 
mares to him and race the sub- 
sequent progeny," Wildenstein 
said. “We board a lot of our 
mares at Coolmore and they are 
the No 1 stallion operation in 
the world right now." 


Six British-trained juveniles arc 
among the 1 1 acceptors for the 
Prix Robert Papin at Maisons- 
Laffitte on Saturday. The Group 
Two event, the most important 
race for two-year-olds run in 
France so far this season, has at- 
tracted Clive Brittain's Green- 
lander, Mark Johnston's Atlantic 
Viking, Brian Meehan's Dernier 
Cruise. Paul Cole's Bodyguard, 
Godolphin's Asfurah and Simon 
Dow's Aurigny. 


The Royal Ascot and Cher- 
ry Hinton Stakes winner, As- 
furah. would be the pick of the 
raiders on form but she is also 
engaged in the Group Three 
Princess Margaret Stakes at 
Ascot the same afternoon. 
Cole's Queen's Vase and 
Northumberland Plate winner, 
Windsor Castle, is one of three 
British acceptors for the Group 
Two Prix Hubert de Chaudenay 
over one mile and seven furtongs- 
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■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Fit Eddery — "7 winners, V*'.! Tides. :l.'A. -M'.l'T'.L Del- 
tori — Hi winner*. V III rule*. .!!% +4:1.07: T Quinn — V7 winners Jill rfik=>, I:;. I'*.. 
-&484U: M Roberts — VC. winner-, I7« ral*?., 1-1 US. -s:ij.7X. 

BLINKERED FUST TIME: Tnlu «..|."i|- Rotor Mu tviwn-rii l* l-‘- 1 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Rulor Man i\ Uil Ur- U>n -*-ni V l'i mifc» l»-.l Italk-il from 
NuUelmnL N juris: HiahI*reinlinn"i.r-i , .nlV:l'-‘mJiNl^KFjlw) ln<m II uiiitwu-L. X Yurfcs 

Icic I HARPERS & QUEEN CLAHWING STOKES (CLASS F) £4>000 
l oaj l added lm Penalty Value £2^05 

1 30M6 YllURmicmma^Wan^jPCrwwiSU PatBfctayUB 

: 0005X1 ZURS (28) (D) (Nigel Deamaii Gay tefeuoy i 0 10 HRmndi(316 

3 131344 WGHI«WUM(2«(BUCPjmMB l f : 4nev3«7 .A Wtaton 17} 9 

A MOO) GOLDEN ACE |13) 1DI lOwfge E h. Tmi R Hannon 4 ) 5 - ._.JI Smith (71 10 

6 -05036 HAD M£X i2Q tl P SauvJerii M Haynes. 4 y l ADMtm2 

0 44SKI CABCHARGE BUIE (231 (l» (JJWttiTj feujiwS 90 - RadaH Moody (71 1 

7 107'Y* FtNGAP1(1842)IARA4emMMa0^«.39G - N Vartey 12 

<S -00603 UTll£IMfiRWt9)ifWw«LI^?a*»iei4«iO A McGtone 13 

9 04 304 OGZLEM 1165) |D) (Braokn^v ijuanteglldi L MonOWrt Hall S 90 ....D ODonabae (3) 7 

10 004005 HADADABBLE 113) (fiis P5rtn*rtiipj Pai Utftiv-fl J 0 10 RCodrane4 

U 360W2 1MIHOWFfiBOSm^OBHiiw^.JFSch.H>-,»a3$9 A WJ*±wi (3) 14 

12 0-0030 PERSIAN DAWN 112) l5oma>w|F» The WedoW) R(Di»4 (J 7 JBeUB 

13 0 UOREDIM (40) (0 U Smart] I BaWrg 3 S 4 _ G IM S 

14 350-06 JUJ WOO (HI <U^ J WflOierspoon) DElsuWb 3 7 13 _.JFi*H{7)3 

-Mdedarad- 

BETlWG: 154 Ugh Prannin, 5-2 YHta. 15-2 BnidM Ace, 11-1 Jan. 14-1 CabchaiRa Btoe. Mad 
f Horedm, Wtthoot Maoito. IB-1 JUy Woo, OdzIhii. 20-1 UtUe POffta, 2S-1 mlira 

■RuyS: «> C0T«^»ni*ie rats 

FORM GUIDE 

IRGH PREMIUM ft. a =pr0itt> mne y^ar+itd wmti a good record m ctaunerv He won two 
sued races at HamiNon sna Cdrtsie m 0w spring, hut he remans a lorce ia handicaps, m 
lad he looked bener man ewr whan nurd, beaten a heoa and a short-head, by Cadge- 
and Gulf Shaadi m the Think Hunt Cup m May. High Premium wori four hanWnps last year 
and touowed the TNrsk eddn by Tjkaig a 1*3 town hamkiap mw an emended mle at Bex- 
ertey. On hs latest ■start, he was sen io Hie Cunagi Im a m4e hmicap and. partnered by 
Robed Winston, he finehed ckjse up m founn place behind me Win On -trained Vivo. That 
was on a yielding surface, but ha acts on fast ground, too. *vi m<? smf nmsJi here wid sun 
hen because l» slays len turkxigs. High Ptemrum rates uie ol the wel^irs given dial 
the other two runners with a handicap rating above 80 are Yalta who ts a few pounds 
worse than would be the case n a handicap, and Golden Ace. who has been below par 
of late. Sana managed only sMb of nine n So Tai bar’s ler furtong handicap at Wrndsor 
nine days ago. iindeig Utile when asked lo pc'- up by Pal Eddery. Yalta raced Keenly in lhe 
earf) sta^s ana rwrnng io a mile (he ran 73rd m the Royal Hunt Cup i could be berv?fi 
oai. He had stuped reasonatuv wen on he list two starts uus season, pm he preserve in 
this daimer suggests a measure of desperation. Bui ne did lake a course and distance 
maiden here a year ago. Golden Ace has been below form since hr, rourth io Pnnce Of My 
Heart *1 a wne-turlang handicap al NewDuiy m May. Setectfam: HIGH PREMIUM 

fc AC I JENNIFER’S WARY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) fet/v 
Eizz} £5,000 added 2YO 7f Penalty Value £3,518 

1 0 CAGEAI«nxiES(13}iChwcciwV.'n^iJhils3r. Hlfib9 

2 0 CHEF MADE (44) 'The Monov Mon R wkehirs 9 0 ASudmll 

3 GAUAASH (USA) iSh^W. Jlmed N J (<oe.yii '1 0. GUI 

4 HEVEB GOLF RANGER lto« tean^Oufl I J C 1 i.i A McGtone 5 

5 50 HKK0RY (36) (6 5tanberji M ravres ? (i _ 0 Ho&Kd 4 

6 OCEAN UNE iMuwi Evaeni Jins 90 Ji Dnmoe S 

7 3 OPERA KWG (USA) 1 15) (ijodJCtini S tn •xfrxj'jO L DettOd 2 

8 OP PORTUN E (GER} q C Inttm D Dy^ytti 9 0 RCodmelD 

9 S0.VERI0WN ih flwufari 1 J Gosden 9 a_ _ FatEddnyl 

10 3 TRDEHT(USA» (151 ihgrdere Rawg LUi M Sffluie 50 J Reid 3 

U COWm.Y'nMKil'aM'MnflIlUncFjr.'OvUT 99 . XFsRon7 

- 11 doctored - 

i dETTING: 7-4 Opera King, 11-4 TndenL 9-2 SByertovn. 5-1 GoUassh. 8-1 Hckory. 10-1 Galaasii, 
12-1 Courfty Tnm. 14-1 Cage Ain FaHes, Ocean Uno. 16-1 duel Blade. 20-1 others 
199& Tarski 9 0 Pvi Eddery 7-2 iH Ceoh dram 181 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TRKJENT has a neck to make up on opera King on then runnir,,- m H wnirs Newnvirtvet 
marten i7h when ^e-rorva otm ttvrt. Haam k»vs e>ti3 wm Oji-na Virig ewid turn 
out to haw mDre ability than Indent, but ha cairwd piente Qi caocem hv playing up at die 
start and the lomi al the Cisdoiprutr narses leoivs some cause 'or concern. Tndem kept on 
wud and looks sure IO wm races. Gaflaa sb is a 2SO.OOOrton.ir cun .vhose dam rs iium the 
(jrnily rx Sn^piel. but SJhrertown. '.those dam is a half-srsier to wnan. cc-uid be die dkK 
of John Goshen's pair. Selection: TRIDENT 

I -71'cl SPORTING INDEX HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 Fcuv'] 

I I added lm 6f Penatty Value £3,761 I orvT 

1 03-1.2 SafNIlYajiCGGravs-TnlKrT.E'K'O _ RFItaadi(3)9 

2 23n.-l IU»RISUU®(7}lC D 'lBniTi5«.<.i;arTBmj9 i :i L Dettm 4 

3 eri'iii TH»FaiusA)umoi'i«i\9rrr»fii'‘ J owA9-:- — jams 

4 331:0-1 MAW*ra(4ei>la«an^F4aiciir:j:ki.ri3o491 „._RHni7 

5 2-0632 MIGHTY PHANTOM lUSA) 111) McThsJ , . , i«uh.:oei I HA: : a 13 JH KBs 3 

6 00«0 lRffiSIREEIBUJES|14ltTh“0»j.i:.Pa-Th2r<rtriThe4.Yc8; S Sanders 8 

7 O4 3J0 N0HOANSH (33) J Smoi- M MadiJ'ick 931 _.NV0riey2 

S 46£333 REAGANESQUE (USA) 113) (Wb Jim P MurtTr i d a SOnnmel 

9 0-303U GENERJU. MOUKTAR (Uj tS S Heti>sj>i M ^pe i 7 10 . D WlfgHG 

ID 00=34 ROCK IIE BARNEY (191 (Cl (Mrs Satu Marts' M Udw 9 7 l'l. . S Canon (71 10 

^ - 10 declared - 

lUijntjnt ireypl ~7I lOD. True h*iSCJp P44k Ifc? fiauiev 7s: -j.\ 

BETIMG: 7-2 SdaiRh, 4-1 Tawafek. 9-2 IWdt Mand, 6-1 MfWtowt 8-1 W0riy Ptmuan, 9-1 Rea- 
ganeatliM. 10-1 General Moakur. 12-1 Rock The Barney. 14-1 Kcrdansli. 25-1 lbne Street Bines 

lgSfcBai^akSv 4 8 US£»Wt5-4iai 


FORM GUIDE 

watrhngTaunftfi'e style of gaaapmg it would seem mat soft go«% is needed, bui ho less- 
than graceful action disuses hft iking lor a last surface and the ground was lo ms Irking 
when he was inched out by Saftka [winner since) over 14 (utlongj at Nottingham last month. 
He encountered give m the ffound a couple of times afterwards and did not run qwte 90 
wen. but he obliged on good to firm surface m a 14-furtong imted stakes at Salisbury Iasi 
time and me runner -up. Mighty Phantom, looks up against it on only 2lb better terms. 
Tawafek. should go well, but SILENTLY will lake lhe beating it reproducing he cauree and 
distance ouwcig last Wednesday, when a hall- length second to Georga Venture -with Ito- 
dor Irtand eighth of niK. Tudor Island can do better man that and had gone dose to «m- 
rung here last month when a haif-iengjh second to Siege Perilous, but SJendy. who was 
with Ian Baling lasi year, is currently running out of t*s slan for JeH King and deserves to 
win a race alter being pipped a short -head by Dancing Cavaker oner a slightly longer tnp at 
Warwick last month. Matured looks a bn of a charaaer, hut he mot«s up from 12 fur- 
longs and shapes as ii Irts distance a-uki vie li bnng about an imprtr.emenL Raagpnesque. 
often a froru-njnner. migh'. nor be easy to pass if allowed the chance (a dominate. 

Selection: SILENTLY 


CATTERICK 


HYPERION 

Z30 RennyholRMi 3 J00 Bint Nadia 3-30 Deki 
4.00 Napoleon’s Return X30 Newton'S Comer 
5J0 Paddy Lad SL30 Valagakira 

GONG: GathI In Finn (finwf m fliRii. 

STALLS: IsshV', ckixrpf uf {nub^b 1. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Urn (or T,l. 

■ Lcfl-hand rounc. undubung and sharp. Not statable for lhe 
krttK-^iridinE home. RuiHn i!lf|y«ti. 

■ Rarecumv b> nurth-wvjJ uf Uiwm <m AttLfb. Darimgwn rail- 
way naunn a I-t antes away - bus serrtre io cuuw. ADM1S- 
SION: tluli 5 1 1 ; TaumaK &7: rmaso 32.3(1 (unter IGs free into 

; aO c uriusuna j. CAE PARK: Members 5 J rmalndcr tree. 
BUNKERED FUST HUE: Semi ClrdeH. HO); Frbnuiy( -I .’91 1. 
WINNERS IN THE LA ST SEV EN PAIS: Crow TVf Beater (a.’Ml 
won at Dratc«cr ra Wiijnedt) 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Giraot f 1.00) hw licea sent .KH 
niljw ly jltotiay Ktdnroy trom Wmcumbr. Done. 

|o Qnl CSS SDN BttJ HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
SAJ02S added Sf 

1 D&00 IflfNCK LEWIS (11AHD) D Woos b 10 0 A MdMR» n 13 

2 50-103 PLEASURE TBHE (7) (D) C Stmr 4 g 9 >FmHK*B 

3 504O52 JOHAIRO (7) (CO) J Once 4 9 s PRMay(3)15 

4 50003 DOtBLE MAtT (B) MsPSly594 NCadd«9 

5 436300 WSOER TRADER (12) (CtQ Mrs 1 RaitSdCfl 6 9 J 

DSNHfnyf5)2V 

6 006021 CROSS THE BORDER (7) (D) □ MrfcK4 90 JUnbowwl 

7 00100 BU2JNSIWf7)(D)MrjJJcflan4 8 10^_JMttphj{7)3 

S 00060 BUND CHAPEAU (41) (D) D MchdS 5 fl 10 fMomwfl 

9 5E40G0 KALAR (lfi) (CO) D Chatman 885. A Mm ID B 

10 056602 RENKYHOUIE (D) A UUhcCana 6 8 1 GBartwIS 

U eOOSD KABCASTH871 (CD) D Cpcn’ai 12 8 1 — TWniii IBB 

12 000301 EUI8B8l(B)(D))«lDnB9:S81<.TeuXPartdn|3)7B 

13 380044 BKP EXPRBS CD (D) G U Moore 4 g 0 Dto*Gfeml7 

14 450(54 7HJCT AS THCWE8 [41) [DJ Ren TTnrtjFzin 5 7 13 

j ub H br mi nt) n 

15 660300 GOOOTOTAU((lB)IEaa2R»4 712 LQmoekSB 

lb 6000-0 SSROUS HURRy (42) (D) RUcKebr9 ’ 10_KStod(5)12B 
17 OD005 DCXAT)CMTflMN6C23) BUrfsya < 10 DSaft(7)14 

-17dwtand- 

iMnm jcgnc TS J®. Tme ferdeap wegtc Seraus Hay 7a 7Tb, Te 
w rds TMrg 7 h as. 

BETTING: 4-1 Croo The Bonier, 6-1 YomgBen. 13-2 todder Tradar, Rto- 
aytnbae, 8-1 Jobayra. 10-1 neature Une, Bread Chapeau. 12-1 ottan 

lo rtn l HUOOERSFELD SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
L_22_Z_I G) £2X75 added 2VD 7f 

1 140040 DUHKMfD SIEVE (38) NTnHer9 2 Kn1Mtor7Y 

2 005 U«HE(5)WHa0i8U DKmta»2 

3 2 RB8l£ASSaBUr(22)RF*ej8U I Carre* 9 

4 a VNMRmiERfCgFMuilhyBU Itantagu 

5 e BMT HA0IA (26) J Band 8 6 THBawS 

6 004 GAT ABANDON (7) KMcAubOeSG, FLyndi4 

7 JET SET SARAH (USA) j Berry 3 6 KDaday3 

B 6 JRVARRA (8) W G M TumerS 6 D Sweewey P) 11 

9 404 IASnAF(aS)TE8SafflyS6 Dwb McKmm S 

10 05 MBS MAH 5TRB7 (37) J J Qwi 8 6 JFortnWl 

U 00 NEWGATE NOBLESSE (43) BIAnay 8 6 VHaWaylfl 

12 60 SOB CfflOE (18) T E aseffl yfi 6 LQranadt6& 

BEITWa 3-1 Mbs Main SUoet 4-1 JM Set Sarali. S-i Htte Amntfc 6- 
1 Lari Lap, 13-2 Bhd Nadki. &1 Gey Abandon, 10-1 Jtowra. 12-1 othera 

|q on I LEEDS NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4,900 added 2Y0 7f 

1 13 0ea(USAJ(34)®F)DUale>97_„ 1 Start 7 

2 3216 OH NEWS ADAH (UJ M Johnston 9 4 1 Warner 3 

3 0624 DURHAM Rlffi (30) TEzSHt* 91 DcaoMcNMMti 

4 64030 FEURA (28) J Wanwrt^L 8 9 GParf<to(3)2 

5 4 5240 EURO COOKO (1^ (BF) Mm J Santaden 8 7 1 Forte* 8 

6 0014 IMS TENNERS (14) j Beny 8 4 PFeweyPtl 

7 01 TMCREDinESmOBart«83 fill ‘ 

a oi EAsniEiimtsiREU2i}ncunE7io iLma 

-BGtdUd- 

l&rmun iwyjhc 7sf ZOO. True tanftap ne^iC &ani Lfnartl 7a 80. 
BEITHft 7-4 Em Cbtfpt, 7-2 DM. 8-1 Ob Nner AffAn. 7-Uwmd Uno, 
8-1 Dntam eyre. Three Tanner*. 12-1 Eaatert Mbotrei, IB-1 Patera 


EVENING STANDARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6^00 added 5f Penalty Value £4^85 


1 -o6644 GOLDEN POUND (USA) (12) (8F) tfi P Grffinj Gay kelebay 5 9 11 lBtU4 

2 331342 WUOW DALE (7) [D| tMicnasi Jsciscn SomSTOrf" ? fls/ionr. 4 5 11 R Cochrane 3 

3 44010 L0HGMCH 1AD 1601 (D) illrs Uawi WcMwmi A Mur 4 9 11.. .MKfeB 

4 516051 I8STER KKSOH 1221 fCDl :9od Fraimei h s g ^ S Drama 1 

5 OMOli BAYW (USA) (ID (D) <Try.re Barker > M Usher 8 8 13 A Street 2 

6 000005 DANDE FUfER (7) (01 ifcnttlan Dcattutan Udj 0 ^rbuBwot 4 o 10 — ...R fbenCb ($ 7 

7 000204 MM3RACE (S) fD| fO F" AMoai h hov 487 R Fata 5 

S 404334 HALFTONE (7) (CDl MreijMTeniTiermsni R M Ptwer 53 2 SSwlres8B 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 WBou Dale, 9-2 Bayat. 11-2 Golden Poand. 8-1 Mister toinxt. 7-1 Half Tone, ffln- 
draco, B-l Dande Fher, 9-1 LongrrfcJi Lad 

1996: Souin?G:fne 4 7 12 Gate Har*ood in 13-1 !& rtatferodi d».vn I7i 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Some of these are old sparring partner; and perhaps circumstances have come ngni far 
GOLDEN POUND, who needed h* reapiwarancw run al Satstury in June and then raced 
d-iiee times ret ground too slow before h& recent »urth to Dayvtiie over sututongsat Chep- 
stow. He faced a sntf task, at the weights m that limited slakes. He was at he. best at 
-.tae? last reason and fallowed an Epsom handicap win with a good run over so furlongs 
ar Newmarket when fifth, beaien just crier a lengin. lo Bayin. with Mtetar Jotson third. 
Mora falser is 5to worse, but Bayin a a pound bene, the problem with t»m besng that 
w furfongs probably suns him besL He ft so often ■Iropped out far a late run and though 
things can change nramancaBy in the final furfong on Dus strtftsh course, he court be left 
with mo much ground to make up. Mlndrace bans trom an m-farm stable but was vsored 
tor lhe lirst bme when second to Songsheet at Windsor last month and eras in a tower grade 
wien fourth ro Tommy Tempest a Windsor last bme. He has bean soughing to find his 
form otherwise WMmr Dole is in fine farm and all but caught Faith Atone m a course and 
distance handicap a »*ek aga. with Half Tone faunh and Dande Flyer fifth. Willow Dale 
is a tag doeat in her current mood, but Dande Flyer a thrown m on ha otd farm and last 
week's running suggests he mi0u finally be getting his art bach needier. 

Selection: GOLDEN POUND 

foTcl RANMURE GORDON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6000 tQirVl 
added 3W7f' Penalty Value £4^99 t 

1 05100 ASEF ALHMD (Ml (Harcfai Al MaMounu 8 HanlMy 9 7 RHBS5 

2 0-0503 SONG OF SKTE 133) (E J FcnanA'i I J Nammn 9 4 JMioMand 3 

3 D320 UTINAB [791 (Y Y Parweid^i! R Atoxira 9 2 S9enden4 

4 J32 J0RR0CXS (U5A| [UJ IPad Metal I fbtong 8 12 L Dettori 6 

5 04502 MPU1SIF (USA) (UJ (D) (Mrs May f4ckn?v> D Flench Dans 8 10 J>fit Eddery 2 

6 -50360 ROTOR MAR r2S) 'Mrs Jrtvi Lee! J Bethel 7 IT Jt Ftench (3)1V 

-Bdedreed- 

BETT1N6: 11-4 Jorractoh 100-30 |Unab, 7-2 hnpeiilf, 9-2 Song Of Skye, 5-1 Asef Added. 10-1 Ro- 
tor Man 

1996: Can* The UJib 9 3 tone ONed 13) 5-2 f» m Hjraorn drawn r5l 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Fwhaps Asef Athind faied lo stay the 10 fanongs here la« bme ihe raced keeniyi, but he 
r»l made the running to rake a Beverley marten (lm lOOydsi last month before a far 
eighth m me Bmanrna Hanc&cao at Royal Ascot, where he led for a* fuflonj^. Now drooped 
tosetren. he is sure to oe handy bom me off . out Impidsif ran he; best race of the season 
when seoorid to Pepprait in a Ungneid handicap wrer tfus Dip 11 days ago. making most, 
and Rotor Men is anot her wno front -runs. Ir could be that one of tne others can come 
from behind lo win and JORROCKS is inierestrg ei he first handicap. He toreid only Hajr 
a net* too good over the Newbury sewn first bme up and a lm* through mat horse and 
Peppian suggests Jomxte s wefghied with a chance. He was a fan Tito m soft pound at 
NoTOnjyiam n®a uoe and then hrashed a three-length second uj Sweet Fortune, who could 
be a useful harwirapper in the mating far kAchael Sloulfi. over ma Warwick sewn. Ijtinato, 
a 2300gns purchase irom Peter Walwyn o staote. ran well a couple of times In the spring 
for Reg Akehurv and comes back from a 79-day absence, while Sang Of Skye has a bit 
more on he* (4aie alter her dwd to Tea Party m a (Hies and mares' handicap over me Good- 
wood <sewn last time. Selection: JORROCKS 

foT/Tcl CORNERSTONE & HEADWAY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
1£™J STAKES (CLASS E) SAJ025 lm 2f Penalty Value £2.739 

1 40 AEGEAN UA ifhawatos Stud) R Haincn 3 B 11 S Santas 6 

2 0 J B QUICK (15) tGecfT Bcrecni P CtonWHyan 3 8 11 ..KFdtaS 

3 3 XAMANEV (3) iSheftfi kMunmed) M Stoute 3 8 U IRakf 4 

4 60 MY ROLAND (g)IMft(lRH*TBem J FUttvHeyes 3 8 1J A Wltaan 0) 9 

5 03-145 AG0mAUOT(BQil^ JttawreH-BuchanttlMKjGed 3(36.. Pst Eddery 1 ! 

6 00 CERTAM SURPRISE 151) (Mrs H VeaD M htodg«di 38 6 NMey? 

I 2 MNIIZ (Uj ittoredan Al Makmuni E Omtap 3 B 6 R K*S 2 ! 

8 0 SHMLEND8A (9] l9wwi kfcfnrmvsD j Gostei 3 B b LDefMiS 

9 00 WATB9 nuwsi IM) (W I iVerSeyiJ Fanshane 38B KKbB 1 

-9dadread- 

BETnrfG: 2-1 Kaeran«. 7-2 Agony tat, 4-1 Rims, B-iaaBaodra, 8-1 JB quick, B-l Water Flmnr, 
14-1 Angaan. 25-1 My Ratal, 33-1 Certain Surprise 
1996: no onerporejovt core 

FORM GUIDE 

Tne Manu filly Ffimruz beat trie res easily enougi vrinon a seven -tenglh second lo Labeq 
in a nine- furlong Ungfeid maiden 11 day;, ago. but 4 faoked a weakrsh contest and KA- 
MANEV protuUy achieved more when thud of 16 n the lon-toriong Windsor marten won 
by Masha rik nme days affi Hb better-backed stablemate Kayftara was second (StaMn- 
dra I3rhi and ne should rnorove far mo evpenence. J B Quick, backward and outpaced 
when 7th ot 13 io Song Of Freedom in a ren-furiong Pontefract marten, may neod a tat 
more nmo. while Aegean was laded oft in Meieor S tree's Bath marten um time Agony 
Aunt has tom in handicaps and arnwrogh a longer top ana softer around might we Iw In 
a hurie* iigm. she -sn't wrthout hope m a race Mre this, while Water Flower na& shown 


wgio ol ot»iitY but needs to mwove. 


RACING RESULTS 


YARMOUTH 

2-15: L. MEZZDRAMW ifa Ffannam) 4-1 
fav; 2. Piesont Generation 25-1. 3. Afarne 
Hdeewey 10 1: 4. Ivory's Grab Hire 16- L 
16 ran. v., l i.k Mcvgan. Mefton Mowprayi, 
rote: £5 JO: £1.10. £6.70. £3.50. I4.M 
Dual Forcers; £-iS3 80. Computer Straighl 
F(WC.1SL' f.ua.ao. Incase £&5L63. Irm 
£73L40. 

2.4S: a. THE HONORARY LAW fP P Mur- 
phy- 7 -1; 2. Uttkr Tu rubier 7-4 f*r. 3. Kite 
5-1 10 ran. 5. «>. iM Charmon. Upper urn- 
tnumi. Tote; L-S.00. U.80. £1.20. £1.80. 
Dual Foeci-q. L'i to. Conpuicr Stragfit Fore- 
cast: Too- £27.10. 

A1S: L INVERMARK iM Hfci » L 2. Awe- 
^some Welts 4-6 f.w; 3. Marsui S-L B ran. 

H. hd. u Fan yi awe. ffeufflorkst.'. Tote: 

■»: £2 70. £1.10, £1.90. CW F^ecasT 
£4.50 Computer Suci^r Fon.-c.eti. £14.30. 


3.45; 1. ELNADfM IR HiBst 2 1 lav: 2. 
March Crusader F-l 3. hiwy Dawn 9 1. 
U ran. Hd. J U Cuniop. Arundel.-. Tote: 
13 30: rL50. £1 0<). £2 2.T DF. £11 00 
CcmpuiprSiraiehi Forocaii ill 32 Tncosr- 
£66.W. Tno: £22 60 

4.15: l_ GIPSY MOTH tP.ii Ebocryi IO- 1: 
2. Clef Of Star f 3-S 3. Escudo 6- L 8 ran. 
t»-4 fav Babanina i6ihi. 2 ,2. iB Meehan. 
Limboumi. Tdfe: £10 •». £2 20. II 10. 
£2.10. DF £15 20 (SF. £26.40. 

AM: 1- AZTEC FLYER tB DrrAel l*t-2 2. 
Oumring Admiral 9-2. 3. Nordic Crest 
li»30 fl ran. 9-A i.k Dak-.timrue 151m. 
ID. <C Sntiain- flra-mat-eii. Tofe; £a.00. 
£2.70. £2.50 DF. £!5 00 C-SF £37.21 
Jackpot: Not -on. P > j a ( f * 3.535 sa tor 
im) lonari fa Calt-.n-.v ipoa,. 

Placepot £7<? 10 Quadpot £12 JO. 
Place G: £141 Plato S; £44.34. 


WORCESTER 

2.00; 1. RED NECK iR Jahnaxii 12-1; 2. 
Northern Fted 5-4 jt lav. 3. Topagfaw 5-4 
11 lav 10 ran. 3. 14. IP Bowen. Haverford 
W«U Tote: £8.SW: £L«5. U 30. £1.30. 
Dual Forecast: £11.70. Computer Slralglt 
Forccact £2S 62 Too: £4.40. 

2.30: 1. ARCTIC TTMJHW iG Bradley) 
33 1: 2. Final Pride J-7 t3v-. 3. Beck And 
Cal 11-1. 10 ran. Mi. 1L iM Braiacek. New 
bury). To#e: £23.40. £2 10. U20. £1.80. 
Cwi Fcirccasc £21 40. 'Computer Straipw 
Forecag; £49 78, Tre>- £43.80. 

3.0ft L. FIVELBGH BULDS (A Thnmmm 
13-8 it lav; 2. KTww 13-8 n fav; 3. Smith 
Too B-4. 3 ran. 28. 9. iMiss. L V Ruluii. hm 
rciM.> TOtei £2.40. OuS Forecast FL80, 
Comouter Sfrariju F->e»3L £4.04. NR: Don 
Du Cadran. 


li flfll WHJLJE CARSON - PH«ERS POND AP- 
PRDfTlCE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £AfiOO 
added 71 

1 5-30=0 RAO»«’*lA&rt***45l3 DHM2 

2 000100 RAMSrfH0ft(7)CFaWV4Sll SGtef «V 

3 U23M Ca£Aresrp4)(MGayK£teoie94 AMdwfaSB 

4 342502 tANCASHBE LEGEND n <18 5 Dm 4 9 0 DSM9 

5 OOW6 CWI0URpa)p)EAfSW98 13 tetaa te*fanht|6 

6 0»«» DCSPaDttMO»^(«C0lt»Ofl4812._RFWMfl£ 

7 40040 FDBaM8LEUZ{15)^)4Ha™lxn]7AS. -90«MMll 

8 <F8»4 EWRSEIM«mAB»»8T987 -.IIWiteT 

9 32&oo juenwBM?f»ta3a3.-. fbooubS 

10 -00000 HAF0tE0irSHnUHi(4) WJLEf0»8O — GMMBMIV 

11 1)04X0 HEUX«SU)mP8AKanM713 P Stay SO 

12 0-1004 tfiSSFEAUE(23)(D)MasLP9raG5713 — — 

flenVmmSB 

13 060013 ROSEATE LODGE (l^^SKetieitei 11 712 -S State 13 

14 00000 imRNnOMJOanitaZOreanAFlO-JilWmS* 

15 000000 SVEN use (HR B*r4 7 10 PMQttafi 

16 0009 SANT AMRO (ALT) (fi) 8 Bk# 57 IQ — UwMtataw4 

-UtacM- 

raiOft riwfarrtapH^SmtmMsefl5oirif Amfgo m 
BPONeMUB f li ifl i rc l l |ta . 5-1 Rotate Lgagb. 7-1 R»ed,S-iarart- 
rtLMUwnLeramLItaHtftaia-lgONra. 

[X^anl LEYBURN CLAWBNG STOKES (CLASS f) 
(DIV I) £2300 added Gf 

1 003002 TMEWADp)(D)DNcMKs4BX2 ,TBMMP)9 

2 0OOOO MAfDKMIE (3Q J Hanson 4 8 11 EMnl 

3 6 NEHIdMS CORIKR IB) DHrt>cfc38 11 IWMMT3 

4 00650 PEACBUU. REPH 05*HD) F Lee 7 8 10 Cttan* 1 B i 

5 000500 MWWJW 0% WC0l*¥l989 XM(ta7V 

6 056000 RAGAZZD (41) J Wanisft 789 LOamockSH 

7 5D00U- FEBRUART (303) K Daraton 4 8 < — _ — 6 Pttf lta BB 

a 44OG0 RUUEHHEL0 PWX (42) C Snvffi 58 4 PAm*(3)2 

9 300456 SaffiJSFS NEPHEW [1/fl {tyU Wgss 3 3^DWrrtsaa 4 

-■deettrad- 

BEThriG; S-l The Wad. 4-1 Marifadrt*. 11-2 SentM 1 ! Ntaore. 7-1 ftaw- 
tau Oarere.S-1 PeacafaB Reply. MrrAnta, tot&no. Fetnery, Ur 


BATH 


HYPERION 

2.15 Peppers 2X5 Blue Imperial 3J5 Danzas 
3X5 -feiqHis Fuglt 4.15 Coh Sho No 4X5 AhaHm 

GOING: Firm 

STALLS: Straight - (ar radv. n-und coury - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ u-fl-itnvl. erllopmjt criurso. Four furhinR run-trv bends lo ihc 
fall and v. nphill all lhe way. 

■ ("nun# is Jm NW nf rity near AMI. Batli fiainn Um. AD- 
MISSION: Hub 1 IH; Tatunalls S8; Silver Rinc S 1: Cnurec Sa. 
CAS PARK: Courc or t-onrae 5 T for car pius rtrtvur and Hi far 
i-arh ict-senRC-r: ix-matnrlrr fn.-c. 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Nmw. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Mbafartnna.tLi.1' jmm at Not- 
inRham nn Saturdart Bard To Flj*ure f I fS)«rnn tare on Thtirvlay 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Itn AH Relatire Cl l*»Ai AtMdfanan 
I l.4Gj have been -#111 JIH milet In .1 BiTry from L'lR-keitam, Ultra. 

lo -1 cl W7CHARDLEJGH LBVffTED STOKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added lm 3f 144yds 

1 00003 JAVA SMRNE [12} A Omrbenm 6 ? 4 

RCodyRartdbtrlTia 

2 -00000 NEWPORT KKGHT 03) (ft R flkefmt 6 9 < ._S Sanders 7 

3 506236 PAY HOMAGE 111) 1 Baking 4 Marita Dwyer (3) 3 

4 002630 STWAlACKfll) (ft D Efer.wrtn 9 9 4 RCectamSB 

5 O-WW WESTERN PLAYBOY 111) R Bate 5 9 4 VSUtey2 

f> 32«52 PEPPERS (20) KBurt«4 91 BDoyta4 

7 000-1 MSSFOtflUNA 14) S«r M Prestad 3 8 5 GDuOteidG 

8 ij4-0b RUK1AN 0UVE (15) (H=) L lirarai 3 8 3 _R Ftendi p) 1 

-Stfodvod - 

BETTING: 7-4 IflBrtwteM. 4-1 PepporS, 5-1 Rrtrian CGw. U-2 Pay 
Homagn, 7-1 Newport X*i0d, StatapKfe, 1S-1 Jwa Sbrfne. 2S-1 Wost- 
em Ptaytioy 

I q 4C I BE HOPEFUL MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added lm 

1 413C01 SOOTY TERN p) (ft JMtatey 10 100r7ed 

RftacfiPM 

2 6L50- FINAL SWB (377) P Haro 4 9 IQ CtaUMr(5)2 

3 000466 M0MT DM (ft (ft (BR G L Moore 5 9 7 ,_S Wbftniiith 7 V 

4 tM-560 NQRMAN00W|UeeTaS)IBdant3&12 BDojtaG 

5 00112 BIIE MPBRAL (39) (CD) 0V] J Hk 3 8 8_ JI Henry (3) 5 

6 O01D0 PAWS RICE (lft(ft M Oarefnt) 6 8 6 IfttaS 

7 60223 SAMARA SONG (5) I Warns 483 S Sandora 1 

-7dadared- 

BETTWft 2-lBtoa taeriai 7-2 SooOrTem. 61 M^tWak, Sanaa Sonft 
7-1 Ftata St*. 61 Paddyfa face, 10-1 Nonna* Comjuest 


ncTvnTI LEYBURN CLAlMMG STAKES (CLASS F) 
l*5£lJ (Piv B) £2£00 added Bf 

1 013510 PMACEGAIE TOUCH (lfl (Q(D) JBciy 797 

PForayBAB 

2 «O30 PA00UAD(U)RCkiest 392 J» B fann Ata M 1 

3 064206 SENSE OF PH0HIY (7) ICD) (BF) D Mchob 8 B 12 — 

Uta taw t 

4 04 RUNNNGBEAR(27)UssS>tai3aU * today 8 

& 444004 THE HUSKT FARMER (14) (ft W G M IlZfiEr4 811 

DSwnqH2 

6 1304-0 TOP0FDCmRH(S7)MiCRCQn38B— IWaMar7 

7 0006 DMJKRESS FORT (361) T4s V Acaniey 6 8 8 Jt Hnto (9 3 

8 OQODQ6 nWDWTMEAMWLU^)6tafft584 — JGnTWtaS 

-Bdeettred- 

BETWG: 2-1 Patacepde Ibedi, 5-2 Top Of Tte Form, 11-4 Pad^ 1*4. 
61 Sanaa Of Priority, 14-1 Iteang Boar, 16-1 Tba RMqr Faaa, 25-1 
DbobUm FBrt, Chnrmotacafn. 

|C 0*> | DEWSBURY MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) 

1™V.1 £4,900 added lm 5f 375yds 

1 00760- MGM1BD PET (121) C Famua 4 9 7 LCtanoekZ 

2 P0WBVUL SPIRIT (DVJDSbea 59 i.~ 1 Stack fi 

3 03 SERXXB ACCOUNT (IQ 1L Eyre 4 9 7 MCrtti0W.ll 

4 06 WIRCHM TYME (12) E Alston 4 9 2 

- MctaalaVMtaatni ■ 

5 0603 H0H EXPLDRS3 (IG) D Setter 38 7 TIMbm7 

6 0 JAZZ TRACK (35) P Ch3CC&Mprri 38 7 R HMb (3) 12 

7 0663 THAHB (20) J L terns 3 8 7 AQ*ta4 

8 -23500 2JKZM9 (ffi} {71 D LDflcr 38 7 — KOartqrB 

9 AHMLETTA J 3 8 2 CBarMlB 

U IA PARADE OR) Use Z Green 3 8 2— N Kw a url yS 

11 03 STONS) MACULAIE (3ft FUtfje^i 382 IFantaf9 

12 4634 WUGAUJ«E(57U8F10Wft382 PFmay(ft3 

-12daetared- 

BEnVfG: 168 Vatigalora. 13-2 Soriota Aecota. htn Trecit, Dazari, 6 
1 PoworU SpUt, Stoned baacatabs, 10-1 Hiafcb. 14-1 often 


[o 1 Cl WEST LITTLETON LIMITED STAKES 
°‘- Lq l (CLASS D) £5,000 added lm 2f 46yds 

1 31034 POLAR OHIV (13) (ft S Woods 4 9 6 RPfnsrt (312 

2 150P-4 AUHAK(J7) (D)WRHem69 4 PariEdtay3 

3 22100 RUM0ST (12) Sa U REsan 4 9 4 .GDufflrtoL 

4 122AJ- SHFIWG MOON 1132) F irnboi 5 9 4 Station 1 

5 401 SPACE MCE (05) (ft CCyte 3 8 10 KfctaG 

6 533 DANZAS {U)(0F)RaalQn3a8 TSpndwS 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: 0-0 Danas, 3-1 Polar damp, 4J Alaftak. 11-2 Span ftaca, 
10-1 Fkmn, 33-1 Stated Ham 

[q“Tc 1 EBF MBLKSHAM NOVICE STOKES (CLASS 
D) £4 J50 added 2YD 5f 

1 341 HUHTSWOOD (11) P) P Itarmon 9 4 RHugwsL 

2 4213S FASTTEMPO (2ft (ft 8 PaingS 13 TftataS I 

3 0122 TEMPUS (UBT (12) (ft B IBnan 8 11 BDojte2 

4 41 nSAILREUnVE(37)<ftJ9Bi>89 ClmOerlftl 

-4dedared- 

BETfHG: 1L8 Hsriswood, 2-1 fttipaa IbftL 2-1 fi* Al Ralalfw, 8-1 
FtetTcnpo 

A - 4 el CHUCKLESTONE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4j025 added 2m If 34yds 

1 0MO0 SHADRWHM (36) R AWfus 6 9 10 SSondanl 

2 0-1430 COH SHOW 09) S 1)3*491 RltaftasB 

3 06-041 LANDLORD U35) P Boren 5 8 13 MTMaaSB 

4 000-0 BEAUCHAW KMBTT (93) H C4ntfy 4 8 11 S Wtiteorth 9 

5 031111 MAMEM) (1ft M Pipe 386 Marita Dwyer (ft 3 

6 0-0315 RRALCnCOS (11) (Q I HHara 88 6 — JtMso4 

7 61000 BRKHTHI BWtAH (4ft N Grahan 4 8 3 TS|8ate7 

B 454654 COtBBDGE (SB) (CD) J SKftai 9 7 13 ADaiy(5)BB 

9 00305 t0NGCSOPT(B)CIWan571O PSradky(7)2 

-Odadand- 

BEnwa 7-4 Hartaw. 4-1 laadltrt. 7-iStartwen. Brffttet Oytart. 
Coloride^ 8-1 Cab Sho No. 10-1 Rp|W Cfasti, 12-1 ritan 

|a“>c| DVRHAM SPRINT HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
L_r__J £5£00 added 5f 161yds 

1 <6001 HARD TO RGURE (ft (Cft R Hodgss 11 10 2 (7eu i 

j>Pta*r(ft3 ! 

2 020052 ANSBUIAH(J2) (ft (DF) JBaiy 7 100_PHrtatk(ft IB 

3 410640 SHARP WABL (5) P R Vlfetaf 4 9 10 B ta teumtfl 4 B 

4 140002 VKTOHVTBWmGBakllneSSB RHoft«5 

5 004020 BEMJVBKURE(DSA)m0S)aPSan(992.»TaynN>8 

6 205656 KUS LAD dft (CD) A P Jones 7 9 2 IBM|33 

7 600-00 AKAUM (18) (ft L G Catbd 4 B U MFwtaS 

8 060210 MEnWD (ft (ft (B) i M Badey 4 8 11— SapMa McMI 7 

-Bdechicd - 

BETTOR 7-2 Victory Term, 4-1 Ansstatai, 02 Step Pearl, ua Mar- 
aoti. B-l Hart To npae, Baao vantare. B-l IDktaa lad, U-l Abtite 


Selection: KAMANEU 


3-30: 3L D ERRING BRDGE iR jotevoni 
15-8 fav; 2. SMraree 12-1; 3. Apachee 
Rower 9-4. 7 ran. Nk, hd. iMrc S fahnson. 
Mjdlovi. To*k £2.50; £1.30. £3.40. DF; 
£ia50. »F; £21.24 

4J0O; L DRUMMOND WARRIOR LA P Mc- 
Coy) 3 1 n lor. 2. Fleet Cadet 15-2; 3. My 
Guy 14- L IS ran. 3-1 jt fav VVhfal Appmoi 
Itaffi. 15. 4. iT Thomson Janes. Uoper Lam- 
taaim) Tofe: £320: £1.70. £22 O. £2.60. 
OF: £13 7a CSF: K>4 j 09. Tim £267.00. NR: 
Scuff iL-tassita. 

4.3ft L COMMANCHE CREEK lA P Mc- 
Coyf 3-l)t fav; 2. Cooleys Valve 7-L 3. Mu- 
Inzz 16-L 13 ran. 3-1 jt lav Bay Far i4mi. 
3'.’:. 4. iM Pipe, rtoilingloni. Tote: £4.10; 
£1.50, £3.80. £320. DF: £13.80. CSF: 
£26 16. Tntag. a 87.99. 7no: £££.70. 
Ptoeepot £30.00. Quadpot: £13.70. 
Place ft £21.54. Place ft £18.96. 


HYPERION 

(£30 Circle Of Magic TOO Misttraak 730 DANZIG 
FLYER (nap) SjOO Tappeto (nb) 830 Tabasco 
Jazz aOQ Goottyye Gatemen 

GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Sunds «lde all rarca. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low may be bea up la Im. 

■ RlKhi-hand, undulaluiA coarec, with a RUaigta mUe. 

■ Raretourae to 3 mllw HoutlMta r rf cuy ofT A0. Utoerter rall- 
irayuUnn(T<Ori4on.Ml Ftincnw- Sheffield line) over 2 nuhs nwaj. 
ADMISSION: Qub S 1 Taucnalta S3 ( OAPn SSj. PVw nenards 
CARPARK: Free. 

HLINKKKKD nHST TIMS: Pat Sold No i«. B1 1. MJwWrvuw Thnr 

(0.00.1. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAKS: Waked (800) iron at 
Bnjdric-n on Wedncsitay. 

LONG-DISTANCE WINNERS: Krtnot^id l0.:») St NDdd Star 
IFMIV) have been sent lift) mile, by GJ HlB from EtvnsUfrie, Devon; 
BUm i 7.001 A Kate Lane iT.HO) aem lWi mtlre far Mm N Ihofidd 
from Axmumh. Ouvon; StetiiTor |7JW) wait 1*1 milea far B R Mill- 
man hocn Kenusbcure, Itenm; TwfHgbi Sleep (8-001 sem 178 mBe» 
by M Ptyc from Nirbutaafwyne. Devon. 

Ift onl NEXT SELLING STOKES (CLASS Q£3/)00 
L™rJ added 3VD lm 

1 BUIE JAY R Hainan 8 11 DaMffNeMlS 

2 EACH) BHKMI GOLD 18) A Srtitl 8 11 Dean Udteown 2 B 

3 0 KAUWUBO) CJHC8U GDuflMdB 

4 IANGARA IBGH1S 8 Ueweftn 8 11 1 Qntai 8 

5 0 PETUUSE (73) J G SnydvOAoune 8 UW J 0'Coaear 13 E 

6 55060 1EZMB{7) B HarDuiy 8 11 W Ryan 10 

7 56 AlEBAH (7) W Kag^s 8 6 Ffaartll 

8 00-505 CBKtE OF MAGR1 (12) P Mahn 8 6 IFortmSB 

9 646 RJTMGH (21) D Monts 8 6 HDqrB 

10 GA1AXY FUGHT M Meede S 6 F Norton 5 

11 HOMAKABAY MSB A SUM 86 Ilnre7 

12 60- RMSISDE GBB. (27B) i 5 Mom 8 fi PCtaaiy(7)l 

13 530250 KtQEA (B) Mn N Macader 4 6 BDqtB4 

14 ^ gB BB ff W ) J jBC ar to 12 

BET7TNG 3-1 Son Ftiry, 7-lQAritac, 82 Btaa Jay, U4 ftaata, 
IM Roches, 7-1 Fly M#, B-l Tanyfa Rna, W-l otteH 


7finl WLSON BOWD0J PROPERTIES hCtfV-1 
NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) l ^ > * -1 
£4400 added 2VO Sf 

1 6241 IBSHRAAR(14) [D)RNirafraig9 ID ,_GCartar5 

2 440 DUE (11) R HBnncn 9 D JtanefflMO 

3 SOI INlLENDqUEST (IS) (D)M WEannyBll .TlacaaS 

J 2100 TAHER1N BAY {1ft (D) R Boss 8 11 GDWBeHG 

S 053 BANDBOX (IS) ®Fl S kVSCffi 10 ) Oita 8 

S 6)1352 WHO HOSE (GJ (0 0 Madsr 8 7 Hsune (7) 7 B 

7 043 R6A11Y DONE IT NOIIT (44) K Bute 8 7 Pad Eddery 2 

8 0103 MfSIEAD (14) (D) J S Mow 8 1 MHnyCftl 

9 60646 BUSS (1ft Mr; P CUJeld 7 10 jamee Cart (SI 9 

>9dKteari- 

Mtmmm writ ?sf 10ft 7rw fsntap aegteGfas i'BSB. 

BETTWG; 4-1 Mftaaah, 5-1 M End Quart, 6-1 Bkaraaft IMw, Baad- 
boa. Who Now. Raafa Done It tar, 7-lTtacrta Bfa, Hbkad, 12-1 Bte 


£4400 added 2YD7f 

1 AFtEREKHTRAnramnsSU IMcfU 

2 00 ROBORMtr (3ft J {Map 8 12 G Carter 1 

3 B LFTTTE OFFHI (1ft R Hancr 8 11 BmOTtalB 

4 RUDE SHOCK M TompfaE 8 10 »J0faann0r9 

5 IBJONYDMjrTaySmlOlB9 CDnflfctilO 

6 2 CONSDtKT ATTENTION dft PCtieS 7 Ifttam7 

7 42 IMNZK IUER (lft P Itafiti 8 7 .CIniriber(E)2 

8 4443 IHE GROVBiBT (0) P Bens 8 7 IFarttne 14 

S lEMMS OAIKXR I Hfc 8 4 MHaoy(S)B 

10 006 l«SHAME(aT)lGGnvtta<»»BeB4 DHaitawl 

11 05 KAIE lANE (U) Me N DuttetiS 2 Akree Ooofc 15) 12 

12 002 PETNUNG (1ft B Maaban 8 2 Marita Days (3) 11 

13 VICKY JAZZ JS Moore 61 WJOCmarlS 

14 0 IANAM (1ft MlE N MaCBUfey B 0 DBfaft4 

15 00 SAUGOB5)HUomsan8Q c Rater 15 

18 056 SHAMITOH (1ft BAtenan 7 13 SDeytaB 

-UdtM- 

BETTWG: 3-1 Constant Attadtaa, 4-1 Tte Srawtier, 5-1 Rjef. ^ 

1 Ul Ibe Offer, Ma lane, 10-1 Rnbareat, 12-1 Paltatafi M-l rthera 

lonnl alliance a Leicester hat®- 

l°~ vv l ICAP (CLASS Q £7^00 added 
lm 3f 183yds 

1 20-503 MAD RHA (1ft (ft W MB' 5 9 10 HaaOlMS 

2 300351 mMBa(USA)(7)(ftS0cH5 9ia(5e4 GDtiTWdl 

3 ft-012 TOfUGHT SLEEP (USA) (1ft (ft M Rpe 5 9 9— JMtariti* S 

4 00-201 TAPPETO (21) (ft H Candy 5 9 4 C Rater S 

5 80321 REX HIHN (11) P Evans SB 10. — I Fortune T 

6 54 542 TDITOI(22] D AriUtlMl 3 B 9 S WTUtrarfi 4 

7 2424-3 SOLDO MAK (M2) J Matte 4®4 ] Qitaw 2 

-7dacteed- 

BElTllft 3-1 NrifaM Steen, 4-1 Wrinet. ffatafa M to Until. G-l 
fal ToL S-l SoWer Mak, lftl AM RHa 

Q onl SAMWORTH BROTHERS HANDICAP 
l.°!ry.l (CLASS D) £4,900 added 3Y0 fBOes 7f 

1 310- All. 6 FAS (326) Sr M fasaxr 9 7 GDtiMdS 

2 5-1800 StIMBI QUESI (32) (ft S Woods 9 8 WRyoal 

3 064-10 WB£ DRAM (99) R Hannon 9 3 DnefDtaMA 


4 013420 1RADHG ABES (24) i 

5 -06035 HAL0HRHG (USA) (U 

6 056300 TYCOON ORL (13 B 

7 206D46 IA DOUCE WTA (26) < 

8 413200 TKTOVUUM (23) (D) 

9 003-00 DMeaLPHNCESS 

10 200004 TABASCO JAZZ (U), 

11 3342S6 FAmi(lftiWfaUl 

12 2500 PAT SAB) NO (43) 0 

13 030 IAS VESTAS DU) HC 

- 13 f 

MMiunmiftc 7« 106 . rroa rwnr 
BETTOK: 11-2 ABU Fato, Saner 
la Oder VRa, S-l Ttiraaeo tea. If 


WES (24) (D) M W 8 2 

1 (USA) (U) 1 G Snyrh-Osbcu 

■tt. (1ft B Wnhan 8 11 

VITA (2S) (D)TDBram87. 
Wg ro HMone maj 

JAZZdUBMtawiSl 

UWenonSO 


RMAkrt (5) 6 V 

me 93._T Spans 

M Wttutt 9 

JFmtewU 

C fata 5 

ISUMaOtaU 
-*tata Doyor (3) 12 

— JQiaw 7 

JA Bart ram B 

N Adam 2 

teas t * re. 

«, 7-i Traana, acm, 
BonGM. 18-1 own 


sport 

Edwards 
has high 
hopes for 
future 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FIELD 


Shaun Edwards, the part-lime 
hero of the London Bronctrt' re- 
markable triumph over the 
Canberra Raiders on Monday, 
sees the result os a springboard 
for both himself and ihe club. 
Edwards, hampered b\’ a 

hamstring injury, ptowl only .V> 

minutes at The Stoop, but in that 
lime, he was mstrumeniai in lut- 
ing London from a 14-0 delieii 
to a match-winning 2h-14 lead. 

"I wanted to start the maich, 
but the coach decided otherwise. 

J aiso warned n* stay on until the 
end. but the hamstring wdn light- 
ening up and I was seared of its 
going altngjClhcr." he said. 

Even with his restricted mo- 
bility, Edwards' guile and know- 
how. to say nothing of his 
inspiring effect on those around 
him. transformed the game. 

“I didn’t think I could turn the 
game when I came on and I 
couldn't have done it without the 
rest of the lads." he said. “But 
it's a great feeling - even better 
than when w beat Wigan. We've 
got ihe best team in Britain here 
at the moment I hope people in 
London realise that. ' 

There were signs on Monday 
night amid a crowd of over 7.000 
that sports followers in the cap- 
ital are starting to realise that 
something notable is happening. 
After all, as one man in the 
stands said, over the last couple 
of weeks London have beaten 
Wigan and Canberra, two sides 
with recent claims to being the 
best in the world - “and when 
was the last time a London team 
in any sport could say that?" 

That is why the Broncos, who 
have already sold ail their hos- 
pitality boxes, are hoping for a 
fuD house against their Brisbane 
namesakes on Sunday, and no 
doubt hoping for an equally in- 
fluential contribution from Ed- 
wards. Injuries permitting, he 
will then face the second great 
Australian scrum-half of his 
generation in Allan Lunger, 
having comprehensively up- 
staged Ricky Stuart on Monday. 

The liming for Edwards in 
turning in big performances 
against such players could not 
be belter, wiih a Test team to 
be put together for this autumn. 
He is circumspect about his 
chances, “it's in my mind that 
I want to get hack* in the Test 
team. But that's ail up to the 
new Great Britain coach, when 
he's appointed.** he said. 

Winter 

merger 

likely 

A merger between lhe amateur 
game and a section of the pro- 
fessional code could herald a 
switch back to winter for First and 
Second Division clubs, the Rug- 
by Football League chairman. Sir 
Rodney WfcJker. said yesterday. 

Plans for unification between 
the British Amateur Rugby 
League Association and the 
First and Second Division Clubs 
Association will be put to clubs 
on Friday. The smaller dubs are 
taking decisive action to pre- 
empt moves by Super League 
to concentrate the game at the 
top level on big-city franchises. 

By joining forces with Barla, 
the First and Second Division 
clubs aim to strengthen the 
game in its heartland and that 
may mean abandoning summer 
rugby after just two years. But. 
rather than being divisive. Sir 
Rodney believes the move 
could have widespread benefits 
for the game as a whole. 

“I regard it as encouraging," 
he said. ‘A good deal of progress 
has taken place and I'm now tak- 
ing steps to ascertain the extent 
of support for the proposals. I will 
then discuss it with my fellow 
board members and clubs in Su- 
per League to see how together 
we might use the position to the 
benefit of the game as a whole.” 
Sir Rodney conceded that Su- 
per League teams may eventu- 
ally be based in cities country- 
wide and that the smaller ou tfits 
could become feeder chihs, de- 
nied automatic promotion and 
relegation. “There are many 
other issues we need to debate, 
alongside whether or not we play 
in winter or summer,” he said. 
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FOURTH TEST: England’s latest fast bowling hope is looking to build on a promising beginning, he tells Derek Pringle - 

Headley inspired by his famous forebears ; 


T here is liule doubt that 
thoroughbred sporting 
genes can often help 
those inclined to follow in 
their forebears' footsteps. But 
they can also be a hindrance 
too. with the presence of a dis- 
tinguished family tree merely 
increasing the pressures of ex- 
pectation. For Dean Headley, 
however, that burden has 
proved something of an inspi- 
ration as he became the third 
member of his family lo play 
Test crickeL the first time three 
generations have been thus 
involved. 

“When I was younger I nev- 
er really thought about it, but 
over the last few years I’ve been 
determined to play Test crick- 
et. There have been times 
when I’ve been talking to my 
dad and people have come up 
with a piece of paper and I've 
grabbed it in order to sign it 
and they've gone: Er no. It's 
your dad's we want.' It brings 
you down to earth. 

7 know I’ve got 
a fairly unique 
action, but it's 
one that’s 
natural to me’ 


“Although I enjoy being a 
part of a famous family, I 
didn’t want to be the person 
that people turned round and 
said, well that’s a Headley who 
didn't play Test cricket’.” 

But if there were lingering 
doubts before Headley stepped 
on to the Old Trafford turf, they 
have surely been banished now. 
Eight Australian wickets is the 
kind of debut that happens 
when most bowlers are asleep. 
Even more impressive than the 
figures however, was the fact that 
Headley consistently outbowled 
his more experienced colleagues 
in both innings. 

“It was a great feeling to take 
eight wickets, though any coun- 
ty bowler in the country could 
have come up trumps on that 
first morning,” he said as he pre- 
pared for tomorrow's fourth 
Test at Headingley. “1 was much 
more pleased to take four wick- 
ets in the second innings when 
the pitch had flattened out." 

Sensational debut though it 
was. he still has a long way to 
go before rivalling the deeds of 
grandfather George, a Ja- 
maican who was dubbed the 
Black Bradman. A brilliant 
batsman on any surface, in 
1939 he became the first and 
only West Indian to score two 
hundreds in the same Test 
match at Lord's. 
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Dean Headley: ‘I didn't want to be the person that people turned round and said, well that’s a Headley who didn’t play Test cricket’ 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


His son Ron. a left-handed 
opening bat. was not blessed 
with such stellar talent and his 
two caps for the West Indies in 
1973 will surely - providing a 
lingering side strain clears up 
in time - be equalled at Head- 
ingley. by his own son. Dean. 

Over his career with Mid- 
dlesex and Kent. Headley has 
suffered from numerous in- 
juries. In April, he began the 
season not in the nets at Can- 
terbury, but in traction, trying 
to sort out the hip problem he 
had incurred on last winter s A 
team tour to Australia. 

It was not the first time, he 
had had something wrong with 
him, and some say he has a rep- 
utation for wanting to be 
wrapped in cotton wool. Need- 


less to say, it is not an opinion 
he shares and the Headley 
brow furrowed considerably 
when I asked whether he 
thought he was one of those 
bowlers like Chris Old. who was 
prone to injury? 

“If 1 was. I don't think I'd be 
able to bowl the long spells that 
I do,” he says with a tinge of 
hurt in his voice. “It's true I've 
had three different injuries 
this summer and that’s frus- 
trating. But I believe the back 
problems I've had recently can 
be linked to the traction 1 was 
put under when I returned 
from Down Under. I've cer- 
tainly never had them before.” 

For a bowler who can be dis- 
tinctly sharp when he wants to 
be - most of the Aussie bats- 


men were surprised by the 
pace he generated at Old Traf- 
ford - he has a strange action. 
His run-up. which is languid 
and athletic, culminates in a cu- 
rious hybrid bowling action 
which ends up half drag, half 
sling. But if the ball tends to 
come out well, if occasionally 
too far to leg, the action ap- 
pears to put a lot of stirain on 
the pelvic girdle. Perhaps that 
was his problem? 

“I never had much coaching 
when I was growing up. Dad 
was not a great believer m it un- 
less something was drastically 
wrong,” he says. “He believes 
you should just look at the end 
product, which is what 1 do. 

“What is most important is 
the feeL You shouldn’t worry 


what it looks like as long as the 
ball is coming out all right. I 
know I've got a fairly unique ac- 
tion with a few quirks, but it's 
one that feels natural to me.” 

One of the problems that 
players like Headley face when 
they first come into the Test 
arena is the increased exposure. 
One minute you're playing 
county cricket in front of two 
men and a dog. the next you're 
having your game dissected 
by the world and bis friend. 

It can be a disorienting busi- 
ness for the new player, par- 
ticularly when " advice, 
previously in short supply, sud- 
denly arrives mob-handed at 
the dressing-room door. Which 
is what happened to Darren 
Gough following his foot injury 


in Australia. Fortunately, 
Headley a late starter at 27. is 
a far wiser bird. 

“When you start your Test 
career. I think you've got to 
have big ears. Which luckily 
I've got,” he adds tugging play- 
fully at the one sporting the di- 
amond stud. “The trick is to 
listen to everything then pick 
out the little points adaptable 
lo your game as big changes 
tend to feel unnatural. 

“I mean people talk about 
getting me to bowl one that 
goes away from the right-han- 
der. Well we'd all like to bowl 
that wouldn't we? Even so, as 
my main ball comes in. I've only 
really got lo get it lo hold its 
line for it to he effective. In any 
case. I'm not a big swing 


bowler. More someone like 
an Angus Fraser, who nags 
away around off-stump. 

“As Brain Statham once said 
to someone who asked him 
what he did with the ball: '1 aim 
to bowl it three inches outside 
off-stmnp. If it comes in they've 
got to play it. If it goes away 
they’ve still got to play it. just 
in case it comes in’.” 

It may sound an endearing- 
ly uncomplicated philosophy to 
those used to hearing the pre- 
varications of so-called ex- 
perts. but simplicity is the key 
to most sport, a point that of- 
ten gets overlooked in this age 
of analytical overkill. 

For that reason, he says he 
found his Test debut far less 
daunting than the one-day de- 


but he made on the same 
ground the previous year. 
“With the 15-ovcr rule in one- 
dayursyoti haven't even got one 
ball to ease into things. At least 
in the Test. I knew f had a ji>b 
to do for the day and that my 
strategy would more or less re- 
main the same." 

He puts much of his readi- 
ness down lo the two England 
A lours he played, which he 
feels are a useful stepping 
stone to the pinnacle. 

-The A team helped me feet 
that 1 belonged w the . 
Jusr going away on tour with 
people like Nasser Hussain and 
others who had played Test 
cricket did a lot for my self-be- 
lief. In a way the company was 
more important than the op- 
position. though the fact that 
both tours were winning tours 
really boosted our pride during 
a time when the main team were 
getting a lot of negative press. " 

Having attended Worcester 
Royal Grammar School - 

‘ When you start 
your Test career 
you have to have 
big ears - whiefr 
luckily I've got' 

Alma Mater to such luminar- 
ies as Imran Khan - Headley 
tried his hand at his father's 
county, Worcestershire. When 
that did not work nut he sud- 
denly found himself on a tour 
to India with Christians in 
Sport with a motley assortment, 
not all of them believers. One 
of those present was Simon 
Hughes who. impressed with 
the young Headley's pace, 
alerted his own club Middlesex, 
who promptly signed him after 
the briefest of indoor trials. 

' He stayed a year, before 
moving to Kent where a nru- 
clivity for taking hat-t ricks%e 
i took three last season) brought 
him the headlines that even- 
I lually led him. via England A. 
i to the Test arena proper. A 
i place where he and England 
r now find themselves up against 
r a resurgent Australia seeking 
i to retain the Ashes, 
i “The mood of the side is still 
confident" he insists. “Cer- 

- lainly there are tilings we have 
t lo address, such as posting a 

- competitive score. Mainly 

- though, it's going lo he down 
/ to pure hard work. 

“The Aussies outplayed us at 
: Old Trafford, but as far as I'm 
concerned it's one-all and 
: we've just gut to go out and 
s start again, like we did at 

- Edgbaston. 


The day Botham brought the house down 


When Mike Atherton and 
Mark Taylor walk out for the 
toss before the start of the 
fourth Test tomorrow morning, 
it is conceivable they will be the 
last Ashes captains ever to do 
so at Headingley. If Yorkshire 
County Cricket Club get their 
way. they will have moved to a 
new home near Wakefield by 
the lime of the next Australian 
visit in four years, and Head- 
ingley will be left behind in the 
20th century. 

The ground made its debut 
3s a Test venue on 29 June 1899. 
The game, played over three 
Jays, was drawn with one ac- 
count noting: “The match 
proved a huge attraction, and 
before lunch there were near- 
ly 204*10 people on the ground. 
There were over 100 police 
present and though they had no 
great disorder to deal with, 
several thousand people forced 
their way right up to the bound- 
ary after lunch, obstructing the 
view of those who occupied the 
proper seats, and for the rest of 


the day the cricket went on to 
a ceaseless accompaniment of 
shouting and cries of ‘Sit 
down!'.” 

Over the years, and particu- 
larly in recent times, the Head- 
ingley crowd has rarely failed to 
attract attention, occasionally 
“enjoying themselves" a little 
too much for some people’s lik- 
ing. But they have witnessed 
some great moments in Ashes 
history, none more so than in 
L9S1. 

Against a backdrop of 
sharply rising unemployment 
and street riots the very same 
month in Liverpool and Man- 
chester, England arrived for 
the third Test on 16 July. 1-0 
down in the series and in a mess. 
It did not seem likely that lan 
Botham's finest hour was just 
around the corner. 

“I'd just resigned from the 
captaincy after the Lord's Test.” 
Botham said yesterday, reflect- 
ing on events that have been 
better chronicled than just 
about any English sporting tri- 


Tomorrow’s Ashes Test at Headingley 
could be the last there between the old 
foes. Adam Szreter looks back at the 
match that was England's finest hour 


umph other than the 1966 
World Cup. 

“Mike Brearley was in charge 
and Breais came up to me at the 
start of the game and asked me 
if f wanted lo play. He said ‘I 
understand the situation if you 
don’t.’ and I said *of course I 
want to play.' Then he said 
‘good, because I think you’ll get 
200 runs and 10 wickets.' And 
he wasa't too far ouL" 

With six wickets in the Aus- 
tralian first innings and a top 
score of 50 in England's first in- 
nings. Botham had already 
done more than his fair share. 
But the best was yet to come. 
Following on, England slumped 
to 135 for 7 when Graham 
Dilley joined Botham at the 
crease midway through the 
fourth day. Eighty minutes lat- 


er. the famous odds of 500-1 
against England becoming the 
first side this century to win a 
Test after following on had 
been drastically reduced. 

“It was a dodgy wicket and 
I just decided I was going to go 
out there and enjoy it, have a 
bit of fun, swing from the hip 
if you like," Botham said. “The 
ball didn't always go where we 
intended it to - in fact it prob- 
ably only went in the right di- 
rection about 50 per cent of the 
lime, so technically it wasn't a 
great knock, but it certainly got 
everyone going. 

“With Picca [Dilley] I kept 
saying to him, 'just hit the ball, 
don't think about it. It's the kind 
of wicket that, if you tiy and play 
correctly on it you are just go- 
ing to get ouL' I said, ‘you've got 


a good eye, enjoy yourself,’ so 
we were laughing and joking out 
there and basically just enjoy- 
ing the atmosphere.” 

Dilley recalls the moment be 
went out to join Botham: “By 
that stage we were seven down 
and the game had virtually 
gone. People were packing their 
kit away and wanting to get on 
the motorway as quickly as 
they could. It was just really a 
bit of fun. I don’t suppose, if the 
game had been tighter, we 
could have afforded to play the 
way that we did. 

“There’s one thing I noticed 
on the tape that I've goL Fve 
bad an enormous wind-up at 
Lillee, and missed it complete- 
ly, and the camera just pans 
back around to Dennis as he's 
walking back and there's Ian 
standing there, with a great big 
grin on his face. That just sums 
up wbat we were doing for that 
hour and a bit that I was out 
there, just having a laugh real- 
ly-" 

By the time Dilley was out for 


56 they had added 1 17 thrilling 
runs; then Chris Old and Bob 
Willis helped Botham add an- 
other 104, Botham finishing 
unbeaten on 149. Even then 
Australia only had to score 130 
to win, but Wilis performed 
heroics with the ball, taking 8 
for 43, and England scraped 
home by 18 runs. 

“I have friends up in Scotland 
who contacted me afterwards 
and said, ‘You brought Glasgow 
to a standstill,’ and I just 
laughed," Botham said. “But 
apparently it brought chaos, 
everyone watching in shop win- 
dows ail over the country and 
all sorts. 

“1 think it was a little bit what 
the conn try needed and it's a lit- 
tle bit like we’ve seen in this se- 
ries. The boys won the one-day 
series 3-0 and they won the first 
Test, and suddenly everyone’s 
got Ashes fever. I think we are 
actually in for a cracking series 
and I do believe thafswhat it’s 
all about, getting the public on 
your side." 



Ian Botham hits out during has extraordinary 149 not 
out against Australia in 1981 Photograph: Patrick Eagar 


Botham of course went on to 
more Herculean feats at Edg- 
baston and Old Tiafford in the 
following two Tests. lifting the 
whole country in a way that only 
sport can. Even the Royal Fatu- 
ity got in on the act, Charles and 
Diana celebrating En glan d’s 
victory at Headingley by getting 


married a week later. But Dil- 
ky, out of form with the ball, did 
not play another Test in the se- 
ries. “Ttoo weeks after that 
game I was playing for Ketvr 
Second XI against the Army at 
Woolwich," he said. And the re- 
cession. sadly, had only just 
begun- 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Tour match 

i One djyi 

Gloucestershire v Pakistan A 
CHEUCWUM: PaMstan A wan by 49 nm. 

G*oucesl*st«re won toss 

PAKISTAN A 

A* Najvi b Ball 46 

Sabin Oohi c and b BaB 66 

Mujat*d Jdmsneed run cut — .0 


Monammad wasm in* b hjocock 18 

Rana Qayyum c wmdasr. b A»er& 56 

Faitun »a> c Wiliams t> KancocA 1 

A 3m MatvnoM c Henson t> Averts ...48 

•Mii fteiK not out . — — -..21 

SrnaiD AMtla' not O 

Extras llbt. wlO. 00121 23 

Total (Tor 7. 60 owral 279 

Fait 1 113. 2-113. 3-138. 4-152. 5-154. 
6-245. 7 266. 
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Did not bat: Shoab Malik. All Husain Rizvi. 
Bowing: lews 64J-41-0; Averts 8-1 59-2: 
Sheers: 10-0-7825; Baa 10-1-33-2: Hancock 
90-41-2; Trainer 7-1-26-0. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

N J Tranor b Abdul .15 

M G N Windows c and b All 45 

T H 0 Hancock c Attnsr b Athar 8 

R I Dawson ibw b Ather — — ..0 

M J Church c Matvnood b Shoab 49 

D R Hewson c Ban b AH .6 

RCJWWarab Stats — 38 

M C J Bal c Qayyum b Shoab 10 

J lews c Baft b AMU 30 

J M M Awns not out -3 

K P Sheers b Alter — J ' 

Extra* 0)12, fell. «*5. nbBl 34 

total 147-1 overt} 230 

FUfc 1-32, 3-41. 3-42. 4-133. 6-133, 6-146. 
7-177. 8-223, 9-227. 

Booftoft Shoab 9-2-35-1: AMU 10-1-46- 
2: Aznar 8-1-2-24-3; fit 10-0-39-2; Shoab 
10-042-2. 

UnipTm: V A Holder and K J 4ons. 

Starting today 

BHmUSeC ASSURANCE COUNTY CHAM- 
PIONSHIP (First day of four; 11.0): 
Cbestwfleld: Derbyshire v Glamorgan 
Chel ms ford: Esso* v Worcestersnire. Chel- 
tenham: Gloucestershire v Durham. 
So u thampto n : Hampshire v Lancashire. 
Leicester imcestestM v tWMffiarcten;. 
Lord's: MxkSese* v went. Nort ha mpton: 
Noruianptomure v Si/rey. 

AXA LIFE LEAGUE (One day, BdCirert: Etfe- 
bastoK Warwickshire v Somerset. 

SECOND » CHAMWKSHIP (Hret day of 
three): Canterbury; Kert v Mlddeses. Dun. 
stable: Northampton^ re v Derbyshire. The 
Ovat Surrey v Somerset. SoBran: WarywA- 
shire v Gloucestershire. Worcester Worces- 
torsh ire v Essex. 


Warwickshire hope 
10,000 see the light 


Last call for birthday boy Gooch 


Warwickshire have already sold 
4,500 tickets for todays Axa 
League game against Somerset 
at Edgbaston, and are expect- 
ing the first competitive match 
under floodlights in this coun- 
try to attract a gale in excess of 
10,000, nearly double their av- 
erage Sunday crowd. 

Even though the match, 
which starts at 6. 1 Opm, is being 
screened live on Sky Sports, Kei- 
th Cook, Warwickshire's crick- 
et secretary, expects existing 
members to swell the crowd into 
five figures. He said the club is 
preparing for a 40 overs per side 
contest like “a mini Tfest match." 

Warwickshire have been cast 
in the role of pioneers because 
the Sunday League match orig- 
inally scheduled as the first to 
be held under lights, between 
Surrey and Nottinghamshire at 
The Oval last month, was aban- 
doned without a bail being 
bowled. 


The temporary floodlights 
have been brought in to Edg- 
baston at a cost of £40,000 and 
housed on the pylons used for 
Monday's day-night friendly 
between Lancashire and York- 
shire at Old Trafford. a game at- 
tended by a delegation from 
Wuwickshirc. 

“The game certainty seems to 
have captured the imagination 
of the people of Birmingham 
and everybody you speak to 
seems to be talking about 
Wednesday’s match," Cook 
said. He hopes that a fine 
evening could encourage more 
than 10,000 to go along. 

■ The former India captain. 
Mohammad Azharuddin, Ajay 
Jadeja and Nayjot Sidhu are con- 
sidering legal action after an In- 
dian magazine quoted the 
former Pakistan wicketkeeper. 
Rashid La til. as suggesting they 
were involved in match-fixing. 
They have denied the allegations. 


Graham Gooch will have no 
easy ride on his birthday as he 
brings down the curtain on 24 
years of professional cricket 
with Essex in the Championship 
match with Worcestershire be- 
ginning today at Chelmsford. 

Gooch, 44 today, wQl be look- 
ing for Essex to bounce back 
from the weekend defeat by 
bfortfaamptondure, which denied 
them the chance to take over the 
leadership from Glamorgan. 

The Welsh county hope to 
have Waqar Younis and Steve 
Watkrn back as they seek to ex- 
tend their 11-point advantage at 
the Lop with victory over bottom 
chib Derbyshire at Chesterfield. 
Middle-order batsman Anthony 
Colley is doubtful for Glamor- 
gan with a hamstring strain. 

Unbeaten Leicestershire are 
exported to be unchanged 
against Nottinghamshire at 
Grace Road after wicketkeep- 
er Paul Nixon declared hims elf 
fit following a thumb injury. - 

Mohammad Akram and Mai 


Lqye are both injury doubts as 
Northamptonshire chase a third 
consecutive victory against Sur- 
rey, while Kevin Curran is out for 
up to three weeks after breaking 
both thumbs against Essex. Dar- 
ren BickneU and Ian Ward re- 
turn to the Surrey side, and 
wicketkeeper Jonathan Batty 
makes his Championship debut. 

Jacques Kallis and Jamie He- 
witt are both expected to return 
for fourth-placed Middlesex 
against fifth-placed Kent at 
Lord's after being rested from the 
match against the Australians. 

Third-placed Gloucestershire 
will be looking to further en- 
force their title credentials at 
Cheltenham against Durham, 
who have left pace man Meivyn 
Betts oul Batsman Robin We- 
ston is in their squad and could 
be preferred to either Mike 
Roseberry or Nick Speak. 

Hampshire have resisted mak- 
ing changes against Lancashire 
after their nine-wicket defeat by 
Surrey. Lancashire recall Andrew 


Flimoft Nathan Wood and Mark 
Chilton. 

The game between War- 
wickshire and Somerset has 
been put back 24 hours to ac- 
commodate tonight's Axa Life 
League game which will be the 
first competitive game in ti>is 
country under floodlights. ^ 
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tennis pure 
and simple 


John Roberts samples County Week, 
where 800 competitors play for fun 
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It was one glorious day such as 
yesterday here at Eastbourne 
that the 15 -year-old Fred Per- 
ry became smitten with tepn& 
Takinp a stroll while on a fam- 
ily holiday in 1 924, young Fred 
wandered into Devonshire Park 
and savoured the scene of “peo- 
ple running around in smart 
white togs’ 1 . He also noticed 
rows of expensive cars. 

After a scolding for being late 
back for lunch. Perry asked his 
father if the care belonged to the 
people watching or the people 
playing. Most . of them, he was 
informed, belonged to the peo- 
ple playing. “Perry Junior 
formed a most promising im- 
pression of the game,” Fred re- 
counted in his autobiography, 
adding that his father invested 
five shillings in an old racket to 
facilitate the transition from 
Lable tennis. 

Those cars Perry admixed 
were acquired by acumen or 
legacy rather than skills on the 
court, although many a business 
career evolved from a doubles 
partnership. 

Having won all four Grand 
Slam singles titles, including 
three consecutive Wimbledon 
championships. Perry turned 
professional and left for Amer- 
ica to seek his fortune. Happi- 
ly, the essence of what he 
experienced 73 years ago - ten- 
nis, pure and ample - remains 
and, weather permitting, can 
be sampled annually during 
County Week. 

“Pride, character and guts all 
play a part in this event,” said 
Sir Geoffrey Cass, the president 
of the Lawn Tennis Association, 
his tone redolent of his other 
role, chairman of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. 

Note the deliberate omis- 
sion of the word money. Cash 
rewards play no part in County 
Week, which involves the par- 
ticipation of 800 players com- 
peting in seven . divisions, at 
Eastbourne and 12 other venues 
around the country. They are, 



as the tennis chronicler t-anre 
Tragay once phrased it, “happy 
to pay Jor the pleasure of play- 
ing themselves into the ground”. ' 

"The men's mid ‘women’s 
teams contest three rubbers • 
each day without umpires or line 
judges, ballboys or baUgirls. 
There is not a chair to be seen 
during the changeovere, and any 
player who requires to towel 
down between points has to 
fetch it for hims elf. Oh, yes, and 
admission is free. With 19 
courts in use, it must be the best 
value in British sport 

Ope half expects the day to 
commence with wooden 
weapons being removed from 
raefcet presses. Once play begins, 
however, the ball is struck with 
all thevqpnir associated with die 
modem power game, alleviated 
by the net dolls and rallying ex- 
pertise demanded of doubles. 

“This event is about stamina 
and team spirit,” emphasised 
Jane FitzGibbon, the tourna- 
ment director. “People ring up 
and ask-for someone, and I teQ 
them they're playing a match. 
So they ask when they will be 
finished playing. And I tell 
them, “On all d ay* 

The youthfiilriess of many of 
the competitors belies the im- 
age of ageing social doubles 
players blocking the progress of 
promising youngsters. “There 
are fewer of the older working 
guys,” said Cliff Bloxham, Sur- 
rey’s non-playing captain, 
“mere are more students in the 
teams nowadays. This is partly 
because yon need to take a 
week's holiday, but also because 
the county's are picking their 
bat young players.” 

Bloxham, a representative of 
the sports management com- 
pany Advantage International, 
does not underestimate the val- 
ue of County Week. “It’s a 
freak event, jointly funded by the 
LTA and the County Associa- 
tions, who have different prior- 
ities,” he said. “The LTA are 
trying to produce players good 








Mengin enjoys moment 
of glory as Riis suffers 


Cycling 

ROBIN NICHOLL 
with the Tourde France 

It hurts Richard Virenque to ad- 
mit that he will not win this Tour 
de France, but he is already 
dreaming about next year. 

Twelve years have passed 
since Bernard Hinault stood on 
the Paris podium in the yellow 
jersey that symbolises victory in 
the world’s greatest race. The 
French pray lor that el urive 37th 
triumph. Virenque is still their 
best chance, and he knows it. 

“Next year I will be back with 
even greater hopes,” the Casa- 
blanca-born rider said after fin- 
ishing in the top three yesterfay 
for the seventh time in eight 
stages. “Last year I had a great 
Tour, and finished third. This 
year 1 have unproved a place. 
That’s progress.” 

After eight gruelling days 
through the Pyrenees and the 
Alps he has done his utmost to 
make life uncomfortable for Jan 
Ullrich, the man in the yellow 
jersey. He has slugged out each 
Alpine stage with the German 


but leaves the mountains behind 
today with a deficit of 6min 
22sec, and the need to be pa- 
tient for another year. 

Ullrich was rucked safely in 
a group of 21 as Chnstophe 
Mengin had his moment of joy, 

the Frenchman winning the 
16lh stage into the Swiss town 
of Fribourg, but five kilometres 
from the finish Bjame Riis was 
in torment. He finished 6:12 af- 
ter Mengm. “Go to hell,” was 
his only, out of character com- 
ment, after a day the 1996 Tour 
winner will not forget easily. 

There were claims that Riis 
was attending to a call of nature 
when the Tour look off on the 
Col de la Croix where Danish 
supporters were noisily promi- 
nent in a “full house ". They were 
not anticipating seeing their man 
seven minutes off the 
pace set by Spain's Aitor Gar- 
mendia and Slifphane HeuloL of 
France, on the 18km climb, the 
last severe test of the Tour. 

Their escape ended 28 kilo- 
metres from the chequered 
flag, but Riis, who had toiled 
ceaselessly for his team-mate 
Ullrich, was losing the battle for 


Players at County Week in Eastbourne yesterday. “The event is about stamina and 
team spirit,” said Jane FitzGibbon, the tournament director Photograph: Peter Jay 


third place overall. He also 
had stomach trouble. 

Marco Pltniani’s second suc- 
cess on Monday had enabled the 
Italian whippet to unseat Riis 
from third, but Pantnni feared 
that he might lose if in Satur- 
day’s lime trial. Rife's struggle 
yesterday inspired Paniani’s 
Mereaione lino team-mates 
and they drove hard to make it 
even worse for the Dane, who 
is now more than two minutes 
away from that coveted place on 
the Chumps Hlysees podium. 

Ullrich, too. had a crisis on 
the Col de la Croix. “My legs 
were not so good hut 1 managed 
to control the situation." was his 
explanation for falling back, 
momentarily, leaving Virenque 
without his “shadow". 

Virenque. assured of the pol- 
ka dot jersey of best climber For 
a fourth year, placed third tor 
a third time after three seconds 
and a victory at Courchevel. 
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enough for Wimbledon and the 
other major championships. 
The counties are trying to pro- 
duce County Cup playeis. That’s 
their incentive, and if the play- 
ers turn out to be better than 
that all well and good.” 

We all need to be reminded 
from time to time that there is 
more to sport than meets the en- 
trepreDeur’s eye. The ITA. how- 
ever, having been accused for 
decades of failing to keep pace 
with the modem professional 
game, might find it ironic to be 
nudged about its obligation to 
the sport as a recreation. 


President Cass is well aware 
of County Week's status as 
“one of the cornerstones of 
Britsh tennis”. After all, his own 
County Cup career spanned 
31 years. 

incidentally, when your cor- 
respondent met with Bloxham, 
the man was soaked, though not 
with perspiration. Wfoter had 
been poured over him by one 
of the Surrey team as he was be- 
ing interviewed by Meridian 
Television. 

High spirits have always been 
part of Comity Week, although 
work commitments nowadays 


necessitate journeys home as 
soon as possible. This often pre- 
cludes the tradition of the vic- 
torious men's team marching to 
the lawn opposite the Grand 
Hotel and crowning the Duke 
of Devonshire's statue with a 
chamber pOL 

■ Steffi Graf, whose father 
evaded taxes on milli ons of dol- 
lars of her ear nings has left the 
Roman Catholic Church to avoid 
church taxes, a radio report said 
Tuesday. German residents reg- 
istered with a recognized church 
must pay a church tax equal to 
nine per cent of their income tax. 


Fisichella makes move to Benetton 


Motor racing 


Giancarlo Fisichella will drive 
for Benetton next season, the 
Italian Formula One team an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Fisichella, currently with Jor- 
dan-Peugeot, has so far gained 
eight points in the drivers' 
championship and helped his 
team reach sixth place in the 


constructors' lisL Flavio Bria- 
tore, head of Benetton, said: 
“We have been impressed by his 
performances and t hink he has 
a very bright future." 

The Portuguese Grand Prix, 
rescheduled for 9 November, has 
been cancelled after the teams 
failed to agree on adding the 
event to the calendar. The race 
had originally been scheduled 
for 26 October, but was replaced 


wilh the European Grand Prix 
in Spain after it appeared that 
required safety work at Estoril 
would not be completed in lime. 

Although the Portuguese 
government said the iraek 
would be ready for November, 
the sport’s governing body, the 
FIA, announced the event 
would go ahead only if there was 
unanimous approval among the 
FI teams. 


Celtic to honour Stein’s memory 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 


Celtic wiE t^>en this season’s Eu- 
ropean campaign by remem- 
bering the man who led them to 
their greatest triumph 30 years 
ago. Before tonight’s Uefo Cup 
preliminary round tie against 
Inter-Cabletel at Ninian Park, 
supporters will lay a wreath at a 
ceremony lo honour Jock Stein, 
who died of a heart attack at the 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

7.45 uveas staled 

EUROPEAN CUP 
QUALIFYING ROUND FIRST LEG 

Cnwdnt v Dinamo 750*1 (730) 

Deny City v Mt Uaribor Ttaotaoic (7.301 

Dinamo Wow v Bany Town (S.0) — 

Cl Gotu v Ranflecs (7.0) — 

UEFA CUP 

QUALIFYING ROUND FRST IBB 


Cardiff ground a dozen years ap. 

■ Stein, who was managing 
Scotland in a World Cup quali- 
fier at the time, steered Celtic to 
European Champions' Cup suc- 
cess m 1967. This is the firsi 
match involving a Scottish team 
to be played aLNinian Park since 
Stein’s death and it is only be- 
ing held there because the match 
was moved from Inter’s tiny 
Leckwith stadium to accommo- 
date Celtic’s travelling support. 

This is the most glamorous 


fixture involving a League of 
Whies dub since it was created 
and it is regarded by the Foot- 
ball Association of Wales as a 
further justification for the con- 
troversial decision. However, 
there is no expectation of Inter 
repeating Barry Tbwn’s perfor- 
mance last year when they won 
through two rounds before wor- 
rying Aberdeen. Celtic may be 
in some disarray, losing a 
friendly to Deny City last week 
and estranged striker Paolo Di 


Canio to “stress”, but Inter fin- 
ished a distant second to Bar- 
ry in the League last season and 
remain resolutely part-time. 

George Wood, the former 
Everton and Scotland goal- 
keeper, is manager but his team 
are the customary collection of 
firemen, foundry-workers, stu- 
dents and grocers. The nearest 
they have to professional expe- 
rience is goal-scoring midfielder 
and social worker Sean Wharton, 
a former Sunderland apprentice. 


minutes for less than 


SPORTING DIGEST 


CE Prtactpot v Dundee Util (7.0) 

GrsesbofKwrZariBfc v Cokimtoc (830) _ 

Inter CaMe-Tei v CeMo (730) 

FRIENDLY MATCHES: Barnet v Crystal 
Palace: BfaofortlvMkkSetfwtx^ Daribionn 
v Luton 17.30); DuVermUne v West Ham 
i730i: Haw* v Huddersfield 1730); Notts 
County « Leicester Sutton Utd v Wimbledon 
i730i. Twenion TownwNotttwnpnMi 17.30): 
Reading v Bournemouth; Torquay v Sheffield 
Wednesday 17301; Preston v Oldham tr.45h 
GraettWd & N v Southend (730 k S^> Raters 
v Fulham 1 7301; Boreham Wood v Chelsea 
(7.30i: BMh Spenans v Newcastle (7.30); 
Gnmsoy v Aberdeen (730); Aberystwyth v 
Chesser i730);HednestordwlftneriemrCdy: 
■ Hynperetey Victoria * Stele C8y» (730). 

Rugby League 

TOUT MATCH: Austntfan Dev Stale v BAR- 
LA Young Lions tat Oimpic Ph. Meftouma. 
530). 

Speedway 

wire LEAGUE: KtftgUs Lynn v Bradford 
17 Poole V BeOe Vue (7.30). 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Hid v Newcastle. 730. 
MDIWDUAU Handicap Ctasdc (long 
Eaton, 7.451. 

Other sports 

TEWU& Nonhem Decrac WBfraricrsri Open 
Ltosmond); European Undw-Ib Champ!* 
onaros fttatficHd): County Champanshes 
(EosttnurrEi. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Athletics 

Disgraced sprinter Ben Johnson has 
started legal action to force the Intsr- 
nationol Amateur Athletic Federation to 
lift his Bfe ban for two drugs offences. 
The Canadian's lawyers told a court the 
Dari constituted a restraint of trade. 
LomeckAgJta, Boston marathon cham- 
pion from Kenya, has regained con- 
soousness and Is expecTEd to recover 
from a car crash, Ms doctor said yes- 
terday Aguta was mwed from Nairobi 
hospital's High Dependency Unit on 
Monday^ to a general werti and vws ful- 
ly consciouB and coutd mot« his Bmbs 
and the rest of his body. 

Sreflffl KostatfinowL Buena's Olympic 
high jump champion, has been forced 
out of action with a bruised heel for the 
rest of the season and win not be able 
to defend her world tide in Athens nett 
month. 

Basebafl 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Bosom 3 Oewfand 1: 
Ctwaai Mmb Sck 3 DttaX 0; Now Ybrk Ynn- 
MbT UU mukee 3: Bantam* S Teas 1, 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: POstUfin 3 
a Anama S Los Angles 4 (10 innM^San 
DKgo 10 Ftortda 2; Mew Yort M«s 5 (Jcm- 
nad 3; Montreal S Coiarado 4; St larti 7 San 
Francisco 2. 

Rtawrlng 

INTERNATIONAL EKHONS FEDEBA1WN WX 
OUWEMMT CHAMMPtoNSMP Mo. Ca», 
Monp a Honiara (US. toUmi u. GJoimsan 
Uamirsflim. 








850 


Tte-number of atftfetes - 
from 38 countries - who win 
take part m the WOrid Cere- 
teal Palsy Games which' be-- 
in Nottingham on Sun- 
day. This wll make, it the 
largest ever ga^ering of CP 
aihletes.- 


Equestrtanlsfn 

7 ?b Htw» of the Vter Show is at the 
centre of a muddte over who will run 
this year's event In September. A state- 
ment issued by Wembley Stadium and 
me British Sho«*AH»igA^x»n had 
said an aaaement made earterthis year 
with EPS (HOYS) Limited was not be- 
ing ratified because of "financial anxi- 
eties' associated with the company 

Football 

Kevin Howiey, a former Fife referee, has 
died at the age of 73. MtMnbrautfj- 
born Howtey tDok charge of the 1960 
FA Cup final between WWves and 
Backbum and officiated in two Wtorid 
- Cup 


Lacrosse 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP (StOdtboUn): 
Mm ScoOand 4 Wales lfi; EngfanO 9 Czech 
crepitate 4. Womm Scotian] 2 CrecK Repub- 
6c 9. 

NetbaH 

M0MMy*S LATE RBDL& Tow natcA (Port Bfa- 
■iwflv 8AJ: South Afnca 54 Engtora 62. 

Rugby League 

"The Rugby Football League haw been 
awarded a £10,000 frant by the Eng- 
gsh Spats Coundl to support their 'TacH- 
le Racism In Rugy Lea^je*, an initiative 
launched In conjunction with the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality 

MONDAYS tASE RESULTS: Sopor LanenUsa 
World dub CharoplOOsMB Pool A: fimb 
tl4) 2& St Hstans Ml >2. cramtate: Itres Et 
th^hausan 2, Bel. Dorsey. Oy tec GoMk 
G reen 4. St Hdiiir. THm Ctinnir«ham. 
NeMme; Om Is Goukhng a. (7,781). Loodon 
(14) 3& CHtbm U4) l& LonileRlHac Mat 
tenon 2. Bantaeh. G* Roskel, Totaetc 6Mb 
Bawcfe 7. CMbwouldM Boyta 2, fluirtawm. 
Prtddkc Goal Fumer. f731Bi 
EUROPE P W D L F A Pt* 

London A 1 0 3 98 160 2 

WtStaO 4 1 0 3 48 138 2 

BrSfold 4 0 0 4 56 134 0 

StH«MM_4 0 0 4 64 168 0 

WHrtacmt .„4 0 0 4 74 196 0 

HoM£l!Z— - 4 0 0 4 34 244 0 

AUSntAUA P w D L F A PM 

Brisbane 4 4 0 0 182 26 8 

Auddand 4 4 0 0 182 72 0 

CronuRa 4 4 0 0 146 42 8 

PtnttT 4 4 0 0 170 80 8 

Canberra ^4 3 0 1 210 86 B 

Cntartwy -.4 3 0 1 150 68 6 

Snooker 

Scodarafs BitySnaddon has been fined 
£100 by the dsdpbnary committee of 
the World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association alter failing a 
drugs test during the Internationa) 
Open eariier this year. A urme sample 
taken from Snaddon In a routine tost 
on 13 Ffcbuwy 1S97 mdcated the pres- 
ence of the banned substance, pseu- 
The 


HaanSs 

GENERALI OPEN MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(NbbUiM, Ant) Far** row* 0 Oe*celow Max*) 
M R Fmrnberg 6- 7 6-4 6-3; H Gumy (Aig) 

btWSdvaiE (AUO 6-4 6-4; A Votkov (Rust IX 
OCamporeea <W 6-3 7-5; T Champion tftj h 
M ChinpumcT Wig) 4-6 7-5 63; F SqJSfary |Arg) 
btAOBtoaluylRus) 6-1 6-3: S KoubeA I4u0 
tn. D Rtad (Cz Raui 2-6 6-1 7 -5;M Aurelia Got- 
la fSp) tx S Pneto (Arg) 6-3 6-1; B Kartsch- 
ei (Geri tn J Onctas iBr) 7 -6 6-2; C Cma (Spl 
bt E Aharaz (Spi 6-t 6-2; L Arnold lAifl M D 
Otsanc (Arg| 6-1 64; J Alonso fSp) btM Hpr 
(Ais) 7-6 46 61; N Lapentti (&u) M E Sanche: 
(SpJ 2-6 6-1 6-1: G Mandi (AuO t« G Schafcf 
(Aut) 5-2 {Scfwtater iWired InfunaO; M Savm 
(Gar) bt W Esctiauer lAut) 6-4 6-4. socoad 
round: 3 Dowds) (Cz Repl btT Oiampari iFt) 
6-3 6-3; J A vacua (Sp) bt O O&mOni lUzbl 
6-2 64J: 

BANK OF THE WEST CLASSIC TDURNAMefT 
preio Ann, Cd» Mreredb nintfon, tat rant 

S Drake Brockman (Aus) bt S Cade (US) 6-4 
6-7 6-4; J HejeOy l Can) bt J L» IUSI 6-2 

5- 7 7-5; A Sugnama Uapani H A Uler (US) 

6- 2 2-6 6-3: E deLora (US) be N Prent iAW 

7- 5 7-6 (7-2); M SchnmiBr (Gen b: R hoh 
U atwi) 6-4 6-0: E UkfKWisoiB [Rusi bfPHy- 
BoubtaS (Can> 6-3 6-2; L VSfld CUS1 M L McNei 
(US) 6^ 6-3 8; L Raymond (USl F Luban fit) 

6- 4 7-5 . 

MHWTIOPBr MENS TOURNAMENT (toe Ad- 
0riM) Sintfa^ flrat round: P Rafter lAu&i M 
LRouMFf) 7-6 6-7 6-3: V Spades (US) bt S 
Sfcnlan <F"D 6-4 6-2; G Raoux ffti bl G Etta (Ai0 
S3 6-J; S Stole (Aus) bt M Tabbutt (Ausj 
2-6 6-9 7-6; KCartsen (Den) H S Lareau (Cam 

7- 6 6-1; T Enqvtst (Smel bl S Bryan (US) 6-3 
6 - 2 . 

CBOKIUN HnERNKnONALMENS TOURNAr 
»«NT (Urn^) Single*. Brat roraufc U Martel 
D flu MZHofan (Croa) 6-1 7-5: 1 Uuta; (Croat 
M A nbato (Ukr) 6-4 6-4; D Hrt*ty cSkNahj 

M S Drear BW 63 7-& A Memov (Rue) « R 
Sabau (Rorru 6-4 5-7 6-2: J Hai (Sp) M E Ras- 
twasr (Croaj 6-3 4-6 M; C Mojo (Sp) bl D 
Sa««etB IN) 5-7 4-2 im): S Bnigjera lSr» 
K G sawsMin (Cbtafl 64> 6-4; F Marndb tSpi 
M AOwkasw AtiH 7-6; P HaHT»« (Nan) 
bt J A Mm ISO 6-4 7-6; A Mam (So tx P 
Bertcsron (5+e) 6-2 6-UJDu; (SOME. Ras- 

beraar ICroal 6-3 4-6 6-4; D CaMlMD (Sp) bt 
0 Stanoyidn (Bufi 6-2 6-2; F Vkwim |Sw » 
A Gaudena fit) 6-1 2-1 (ret): A Port&s (Sol IX 
A Panel fitonu 62 7-5; A Voneo (Romi K D 
Peswo, (Rom) S-l 2-6 74 , 

NORIHESN E1ECI18C MIERHAnONALOPEN 

(tanood. NewwettU «*«r* ttorea ftxt 
reufllt F Ve0D »«l M F WdulIW M 6-1; 
SNMno (Sp) MT SpHsHEQ 61 64; RGtabert 
(Fr) btJCUnlB-SAO (Port &1 6-4; DSapsJwd 
(GB) leads M Lee iGBj 61; S Fesareo&do (ftj 
leads ) how iSp) 1-0: J Aped (S«f) v A Beta 
BreF&C (Aus) fr4 67. 

ti gs cotwr 

(Eutboume, 
(arntwureana 
UBertahire7 
iSiwehsiwB 4; 
tfaies5tflce& 



minutes of calls every month 
liilW voicemail answering service 
UtfB3 voicemail message retrieval* 
itemised per second billing 
HiWm rapid charger 
I33M delivery to your door 
100% GSM digital service 
One-2-IOO monthly rental charge £24.68 ex VAT 
Connect for just £29.79 ex VAT 




You won’t 
find a better 
business deal 


Caff 0800 88 77 17 NOW and let us prove that we offer a great 
business deal - with 100 minutes of free calls a month - for just 
£24.68 ex VAT. The Nokia 1620 phone has superb battery fife, with up 
to 3Va hours Talktime or 100 hours standby. Best of aff, we're so 
confident that the phone and the service are right for you, that if you're 
not completely satisfied you can return the phone within 14 days and 
pay for nothing but your calls. 

One 2 One handle over 39 million calls every week and have greater 
call capacity than any other mobile network. We’re certain we offer the 
most complete mobile communications package around, so call 
us now on 0800 B8 77 17 and let's talk business. 



BUY DIRECT NOW 
24 HOURS A DAY ! 


Quote ref: DN 2280 
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Famous footsteps 

England’s Dean Headley talks 
to Derek Pringle, page 22 


sport 
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Essence of tennis 

John Robertson County Week 
at Eastbourne, page 23 
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Holiday 
lure of 
bingo 
with 
legs 

Greg Wood 

samples the special 
pleasures of racing 
by the seaside 


Drive along Yarmouth sea- 
Grout and you can bear the 
callers in two dozen bingo 
booths, tempting the trip- 
pers with a new game every 
five minutes, but for a few 
hours yesterday afternoon, it 
would not have been difficult 
to find an empty seat. En 
masse, it seemed, the holi- 
daymakers had discovered a 
diversion with a difference, 
better than the pleasure beach 
or the crazy golf, and it tempt- 
ed them away by the thousand 
It was still bingo, perhaps, but 
bingo with legs. 

Separated from the North 
Sea by nothing more than a 
caravan site. Yarmouth is as 
dose as the British ever get 
to racing on the beach, and 
an afternoon at the track 
yesterday certainly had aD the 
traditional elements of an 
English summer's day at the 
seaside. 

There was the stubborn, 
grey cloud cover, the fierce 
gusts of wind raising goose 
pimples on unprotected arms, 
and even, cynics might add, 
plenty of doakeys to keep peo- 
ple amused Bui that would be 
unfair to a course which is flat, 
undemanding and less than 
two hours in a horsebox from 



Surf and turf: The Honorable Lady strides home at Yarmouth yesterday but beyond the bouncy castle and the caravan site, the beach and the North Sea beckon 


Newmarket. Serious trainers 
like Henry Cecil and John Gos- 
den are very fond of a day trip 
to. the Norfolk coast, and any 
number of horses with a big fu- 
ture ahead of them have taken 
their first tentative steps onto a 
track here. 

It is a trend which David 
Hanson, the derk of the course, 
does his best to encourage, 
with plenty of maiden races for 


the stars of tomorrow, but he 
is careful too to encourage the 
ever-changing customer base on 
his doorstep. 

"What we’ve found is that 
people can only afford to come 
once to the races during their 
holiday," Hanson said, “so we 
split our days and have one-day 
meetings a week or two apart 
from July until the end of Au- 
gust. There's no dress-code 


here, it’s fun and relaxed. Lots 
of tits and bare legs." 

Like any other British resort 
which can guarantee deckchairs 
and a walk on the pier but not, 
unfortunately, any sunshine, 
Yarmouth has seen a genera- 
tion of holidaymakers tempted 
abroad over die last 20 years. 

“Of course, the numbers 
have dropped fantastically,’' 
Hanson said. “It’s not that long 


since there would regularly be 
crowds of 10,000 for a meeting 
like this.*' Yesterday, less than 
3,500 passed through the gates, 
though in all but the tiny mem- 
bers’ enclosure, where a hand- 
ful of ageing locals had found 
a refuge fiom the tourists, it felt 
like many more. 

It was the holiday buzz that 
did iL Spectators at a humdrum 
midweek meeting tend to be 


people for whom racing is a way 
of Ufe. Not so at Yarmouth, 
least of aSin the Silver Ring, 
the cheapest enclosure, where 
the half-hourly passage of the 
horses was nothing more than 
a brief diversion from the seri- 
ous business of taking it easy. 
The beach had come to the turf, 
with its squealing toddlers, the 
pensioners with their deck- 
chairs turned defiantly to the 


wind, and all the generations in 
between. 

And from an areas too, as 
one glance at the enclosure con- 
firmed. By their replica football 
shirts shall you know them, and 
they were not just from Wolver- 
hampton and Coventry, but 
Cowdenbeath and Dundee too. 

The easternmost point of 
the country it may be, but 
Yarmouth race course must 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


have the most cosmopolitan 
crowd going. Not the richest, 
maybe, as the small collection 
of bookies in the Silver Ring 
(minimum bet, £1 ) glumly con- 
finned, but then, since making 
money was not the point, they 
might just be the happiest 
crowd as welL Of that, the 
small track at the north end of 
a fading Norfolk tourist town 
can rightly be proud. 


Ravanelli to stay at Middlesbrough 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 

Fabrizio Ravanelli yesterday 
returned to Middlesbrough to 
keep the pay cheques rolling in, 
but left his agent to do all the 
talking. 

The 28-year-old Italian strik- 
er, who should have reported 
for pre-season training three 
weeks ago, was, said Pino 
Pagliara, “happy to be back and 
looking forward to playing a 
large part in winning promotion 
for Middlesbrough bad; into the 
Premiership”. 

Reassuringly, Pagliara also 
said that the “While Feather" 
- weekly wage £42,000 - was 
“going to save Middlesbrough 
a lot of money”, presumably 


meaning that the dub would not 
have to spend lavishly on a re- 
placement for a player on 
whom Everton were prepared 
to spend £7 Jm. 

Three hours of discussions 
between Ravanelli, his agent, 
the dub's chairman. Steve Gib- 
son, and the manager. Bryan 
Robson, left Boro satisfied that 
they now have a player “fully 
committed" to the coming cam- 
paign in the First Division 
where he will play alongside new 
signing £42>m Paul Merson. 

In a statement Middles- 
brough said: “Fabrizio Ra- 
vanelli has returned to 
Middlesbrough. He's looking 
forward to the start of next sea- 
son and he is fully committed 
to Middlesbrough Football 
Club” 


Ravanelli, who scored 31 
goals for Boro last season and 
has three years left of his con- 
tract, believes his ambition to 
play in the World Cup with Italy 
will not be jeopardised by stay- 
ing on Tfeesskk. Concern for his 
international career with Brazil 
played a large part in Juninho’s 
decision to leave the Riverside 
and join Atletico Madrid. 

“Maldini [the Italian coach] 
chooses players not teams,** 
Pagliara said. “He is more con- 
cerned with an individual's per- 
formance rather than who they 
play for. We all know fabrizio 
can perform against the best 
players." 

Paul Ince yesterday com- 
pleted his £422m move from In- 
tern azion ale and expects to be 
part of a titlewinning Liverpool 


side during the four years of his 
contract 

The 29-year-old England 
midfielder feels Liverpool with- 
out a tide in seven years, have 
under-achieved in recent sea- 
sons, and he is determined to 
put that right. 

“I'd like to feel I am ap- 
proaching my peak,” he said. 
“Last year Liverpool should 
have won the championship. 
They need to dig out results. 
That’s what I can do,” be said. 
“Liverpool are a great dub and 
it's another challenge. I’ve come 
to win things and that’s why I 
am here.” 

Roy Evans believes that he 
has inherited a player who has 
got the Midas touch when it 
comes to honours. “His record 
speaks for itself at home, when 


he was with Manchester Unit- 
ed. in Italy and at internation- 
al level” the Liverpool manager 
said. “He is not happy just 
coming to the club. He wants to 
add more trophies and is seek- 
ing to win the championship. He 
has great motivation and a 
great asset to Liverpool.” 

Ince is convinced that he is 
a better player for his two sea- 
sons in Italy and would have re- 
mained there, but for 
Liverpool's interest. 

“Manchester United had first 
refusal” he said, “but I would 
have gone back to Inter Milan 
if Liverpool had fallen 
through." 

. Inter's rivals, Milan, look to 
have succeeded in persuading 
Leonardo to leave Paris St- 
Germain. A spokesman for the 


French side said the Brazilian 
midfielder had agreed person- 
al terms, although the Italians 
had yet to table a formal bid. 

A £3 -25m fee for the player 
has been set by PSG, who are 
expected to target another 
Brazilian, Edmilson, currently 
with Portuguese champions 
Porto, to replace Leonardo. 

Celtic have made an ap- 
proach to Southampton for 
Dutchman Ulrich \fec Gob- 
bel Wim Jansen, the Celtic 
coach, has enquired about the 
27-year-old defender who 
joined Saints last season for a 
dub record fee of £l-3m from 
Turkish club Galatasaray. 

Jansen worked with Vim 
Gobbel for three years while 
they were both at Feyenoord 
and has spoken to the Saints 


c hairman, Rupert Lowe. “1 can 
confirm we have had an enquiry 
from Celtic about Ulrich Van 
Gobbel and there are a couple 
of other dubs also interested in 
him," Lowe said. 

Van Gobbel followed the 
former Saints m a n ager Graeme 
Souness from Tbrkey to The 
Dell but has failed to impress 
the new manager. Dave Jones. 

Birmingham City have 
dropped their interest m the 23- 
year-old Norwegian striker Ole 
Martin Aarst. 

The Brighton secretary, 
Derek Allan, has resigned from 
the Third Division dub after two 
and a half years for personal 
reasons just two days before a 
Football League meeting which 
could expel Seagulls for late 
payment of a £500,000 bond. 
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Tbesday’s Solution 



ACROSS 

7 Money taken from 

chapel funds (4) 

8 Principles proven in the 
house, by wounding 
barbs? (4-6) 

10 Sweetener corrupted 
penniless old clergy (8) 

11 Tar on new road in Can- 
berra, perhaps? (6) 

12 Cafe serving 75*4 sor- 
bitol? (6) 

13 Appearance of veins at 
surface need unpopular 
cuts (8) 

15 Phflanlhropist booked 
to do anagrams 1 pre- 
pared (4.8) 

18 Timetable for rail, these 
days washout? (8) 


20 O’Neill’s coolant agent 
anticipated (6) 

22 To wit, horse is a beetle! 

24 Luther, for example, 
giving religious educa- 
tion to prior? (8) 

25 P-princess, say, an aro- 
matic oil-producer (10) 

26 That is almost a bad 
time for Julius Caesar 

(4) 

DOWN 

1 His grandsire may be 
beard in the tower (10) 

2 Remnant of disappoint- 
ing style (6) 

3 These smokes produce 
carbon, damaging hoot- 
ers (8^ 


4 Prince Charlie was one, 
united in beginning (6) 

5 Car on credit for a dic- 
tator (8) 

6 Fish daffy (4) 

9 Town memorably turn- 
ing out pies (6,7) 

14 Verse line from writer 
gentle with better half 
( 10 ) 

16 Reserving bidding (8) 

17 Met Reading painter in 
decline (8) 

19 Baronet supporting 
small house in island 
capital (6) 

21 Insect, 1 wager, crawls 
about in eaves (6) 

23 Most of rent goes over 
bar (4) 


United in hot pursuit of Chilean 


ALAN NIXON 


Alex Ferguson, the Manchester 
United manager, is looking to 
South America for a second 
time for the Chilean interna- 
tional centre-half, Dante Poll 

Ferguson has invited Poll 21, 
to Old Trafford for talks this 
weekend and hopes to do a 
£2.4m deal with his club, the 
Santiago-based Universidad 
Catolica. 

Poli starred for Chile m the 
Copa America last month and 
although he is not yet a regu- 
lar for his country, there is no 
work permit problem as he has 
an Italian passport. 

Ferguson can watch Poli train 


but will not be able to field him 
in any friendlies until he has 
agreed a price with Universidad 
and terms with the player. Poli 
has also been a target for 
Rangers, who have signed his 
friend and old team-mate Se- 
bastian RozentaL 

Ferguson has already agreed 
a £3 .5m move for Brazilian de- 
fender Cebo SDva of Corinthians 
and is awaiting a work permit. 

Fife, world football’s gov- 
erning body, said yesterday that 
Ronaldo, at the centre of a con- 
troversial transfer from 
Barcelona to Intemarionale, 
is free of any contractual oblig- 
ations to the Spanish dub. Fife 
authorised Italy's football fed- 
eration to register the Brazil 


striker provisionally with Inter. 

Roaaldo's move had been 
held up because the Spanish 
Football Federation refused to 
issue a transfer certificate. The 
Spanish argued that a buy-out. 
or withdrawal clause, in his 
contract was valid only far do- 
mestic transfers. 

foternazkmaJe are refusing to 
play ball with fresh demands 
from Barcelona for transfer 
money for Ronaldo, after Fife’s 
insistence yesterday that extra 
cash may be needed on top of 
the £18m the Italians thought 
had secured the Brazilian's re- 
lease from the Spanish chib. 

Fife players’ status commit- 
tee chairman, Gerhard Mayer- 
Vorf elder, said the original fee 


Inter paid to buy out Ronaldo’s 
contract did not constitute a 
transfer fee. He said if the two 
dubs cannot come to an agree- 
ment by Thursday, 31 July, 
then Fife will impose a fee. 

Ian Wright will not face dis- 
ciplinary action from the Foot- 
ball Association over his alleged 
verbal attack on a disabled as- 
sistant referee. 

Richard Saunders claims that 
the Arsenal and Englan d strik- 
er taunted him over hts disability 
during a Coca-Cola Cup tic 
against Norwich at Highbury. 

The incident happened near- 
ly four years ago, but Saunders 
has decided to speak out now 
after passing the League's re- 
tirement age of 44. 


Deane to 
return to 
Blades 


Brian Deane is to return to 
Sheffield United from Leeds 
United in a knockdown £Im deal 
this week, writes Alan Nixon. 

Deane has been approached 
about the sentimental journey 
back to Bramall Lane where he 
first found fame before moving 
to Leeds for £2.7m three sea- 
sons ago. The managerless Fust 
Division club hope to tie up the 
deal quickly and Leeds are 
willing to take a reduced fee for 
the out of contract striker. 

Deane can go abroad for noth- 
ing although he missed out on a 
move to the Dutch club fityeno- 
ord by stalling on a contract 
worth £20,000 a week. United will 
not match those wages but are still 
confident Deane wOl join them 
as be now has a limited first-team 
future at Leeds. 

Meanwhile the Blades wall de- 
cide on a new manager soon 
with former Everton manager 
Joy Rqyle still a candidate to re- 
place caretaker Nigel Spackman. 

Sweden international Roland 
Nilsson is back in English foot- 
ball with Coventry after signing 
from part-timers Helsingborgs 
in a £200.000 deaL Nilsson, 33, 
formerly with Sheffield Wednes- 
day, has signed a two-year con- 
tract. Nilsson, who joins 
compatriot Magnus Hedman 
at Highfield Road, is still a reg- 
ular at international level and 
has won 86 caps for his country. 

Th&urirish First Division dub 
Bursaspor have sacked their 
coach, Gordon Milne. Fans and 
officials were angered by pre- 
season defeats and a failed at- 
tempt by the former Coventry 
manager to take over at his for- 
mer club Besiktas. 


England may go for Smith’s swing 


Cricket 
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DAVID LLEWELLYN 

England emerged from a cou- 
ple of days of archery, clay pi- 
geon shooting, aD hour-long 
lecture from a former MP and 
world 800 metre record holder, 
Seb Coe. and some general 
squad bonding and got down to 
cricket again. One of the first 
things they did was to change 
the 12 from that which was at 
Old Trafford. For the third 
time Middlesex slaw left-arm 
bowler Phil Tufnell was sent 
home — he was also 12th man 
at Lord's — and in came Mike 
Smith, England's leading wicket- 
taker. 

And after a lengthy nets ses- 
sion at Headingley yesterday all 
the signs were that the Glouces- 


o 


tershire left-arm swing bowler, 
who has taken 55 wickets at 
14.14, should win his first cap, 
probably at the expense of 
Somerset’s Andrew Caddick. 
who has taken just 11 wickets 
for 329 runs in the Ashes series 
to date. 

“I found out I was in the 12 
last night,” Smith, who was 
born just up the road from 
Headingley in Dewsbury, said. 

‘Tm very pleased It’s important 
to have good memories of a 
ground and that is the case for 
me at Headingley. I had 10 
wickets in a match here earlier 
this season, so HI be happy here 
and even happier if it swings.” 

Smith also took four wickets 
against the Australians at Bris- 
tol including the wicket of 
Mark Tfcyior off the fourth ball 
of the match. And even if Cad- 


o 


dick plays England are still not 
100 per cent happy about Dean 
Headley’s fitness and the Kent 
man's ability to withstand die 
rigours of a five-day Tfest. 

Headley has been suffering 
from a side strain which he felt 
slightly in the third Tfcst and then 
aggravated it in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final 10 days ago. 
He bowled eight overs in the 
Sunday League at the weekend 
with no ill -effects but the Eng- 
land management are taking no 
chances. 

“Dean put in a terrific session 
today, "said the England coach, 
David Lloyd. “He bowled for 
half an hour for real in the nets 
without stopping, and a further 
20 minutes out in the middle. We 
will look at the reaction be 
shows tomorrow, then he will do 
the same things aU over again 


and we will then see what the re- 
action is on Thursday. At which 
point we will make our decision. 
But as of now Dean is fine.” 

What is certain is thar the top 
six in the batting order will all 
carry on. “We will be looking for 
an all-round improvement in 
our game,” Uoyd said. “I think 
we got what we deserved at Old 
Trafford, we didn't bowl or bat 
well.” 

If Smith plays it will also re- 
duce the impact of the choice 
of wicket, since he is a swing 
bowler, it is atmospheric as op- 
posed to terrestrial conditions 
which will dictate bow well he 
does. 

David Graveney, the chair- 
man of selectors, explained 
the events that led to England’s 
decision to reject the original 
first-choice pitch that was used 
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for the Texaco Trophy one day 
international in May. 

“The pitches are prepared 
under the control of Harry Brind, 
the ECB [England Cricket Board] 
Inspector of Pitches. He liaises 
with the ground authorities lead- 
ing up to a Test match. Given that 
weather conditions have not 
been normal in Harry’s opinion 
the grass had not grown back suf- 
ficiently and he feU that the re- 
serve pitch which had been 
prepared was a better wicket and 
fitted the guidelines for first-class 
games: that is, a dry wicket with 
an even covering of grass.” 

Uoyd insisted that the Eng- 
land management have no real 
say in the choice of wicket 

“They prepare it and we pla von 
it,” he said, dearly exasperated 
at all the furore the pitch switch 
has caused. 
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